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THIS IS

OUR WA

SPOTLIGHT ON

LEADERSHIP
Outgoing Trustee,
Brian Cates

Our Director of
Admissions, Robin
Gautier, suggested
the tagline “This
Is My WA” at a
meeting focused
on new freshmen.
We wanted eighth
grade students to
walk away from our
annual Explore WA
Day engaged and encouraged to discover
their own voices.
In reality, this statement has been capturing
all of us since 1792. Perhaps your WA, like
that of alumna Pat Gibson (page 9), included
music, laughter, and classes in the Old
Academy. Or perhaps
most of your memories
This Is
were made on an
athletic field, like those
under construction on
page 3. Others may have found perfect fits
as scholars, scientists, and artists, not that
dissimilar from our 2015 top 10 students
featured on page 4.

My WA

Our alumni are not the only ones who make
WA their own. Take retiring faculty member
Marty Jordan (page 8), an individual who has
served as a 24/7 role model for students for
over 35 years.
Whatever your relationship with Washington
Academy, we hope you find a sense of
community and ownership in the school’s
history, as well as in its future. This is our WA.
We are looking forward to making it better
with you on our team.
Sincerely,

Judson McBrine
Head of School

“It’s been an honor to serve, really.”
I was caught by surprise at the Annual
Washington Academy Christmas Party when
Jud McBrine called me to the podium to receive
a plaque and say a few words about my 21
years of service as a Trustee. Jud was even
more surprised when I declined. Just moments
earlier, I had spilled an entire glass of water in
my lap. Maybe it was the ice or the impending
embarrassment, but for some reason I was at a
loss for words. For those who know me, it was
a rare exception. This article redeems my lost
opportunity to offer up a heartfelt thanks to my
fellow Trustees and the WA community.
Looking back on my life, I was well served as a WA student as were my
two sons. Serving as a Trustee was a natural opportunity to give back. The
highlight of those years from 1993 to 2014 was seeing the school transform.
As Trustees, we’d spend long meetings laboring over decisions like launching
the international program and implementing the first capital campaign. At
times, sitting in those seats was downright uncomfortable. But today, diversity,
expanded programs, and new facilities are testaments to those earlier decisions.
We never lost sight of our passion to benefit the local community and the
students who call this place home.
What stands out at WA is its people-committed Trustees, a strong
administration, dedicated faculty, and passionate parents. It truly is a selfless
group. They are hard workers with a genuine concern for the students. It’s a
formative time in young lives and hopefully, as a Trustee, I’ve helped provide a
strong foundation. So thanks again, Washington Academy, for allowing me this
opportunity to serve my community and my God by being on the Board.
On the Cover: WA Graduates Catherine Jamieson and Britnie Holmes
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SPOTLIGHT ON

CAMPUS

WA is Breaking

New Ground

Once winter’s icy grip finally surrendered
in late April, construction work resumed
on WA’s new athletic fields. With grass
beginning to grow on the new football/soccer field, noisy excavators
rumbled down Raider Way and toward the baseball fields beside the
Marine Technology Building. A special friend of the Academy, Mary F.
Fittig, generously provided much needed bleachers, a retaining wall, and
a safety fence for appreciative Raider baseball fans in memory of her
uncle, Austin C. Kammerer. Pineo’s Hardware supported a new backstop
and the Feeney family provided new batting cages. Others have donated
toward dugouts and a new scoreboard slated for installation in early fall.

Final 50
WA’s campaign is rounding third base for a home run with just $50,000
of its $400,000 goal left to raise. A campaign committee, including Chair
Larry Barker and members Mike Hennessey, Dick Young, Bill Corbett,
and Robin Gautier will work with WA on a successful completion and
implementation of the new fields and equipment.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
SPOTLIGHT
ON

ACHIEVEMENT
Message
from the Head of School

Meet WA’s 2015 Top 10
Chad Crowley

Patrick Massaad

Madeleine Seeley

Spencer Atkinson

Benjamin I. Somes

Gage Feeney

Will Hopkins
Nina Nikolicová

Wren Wakeman
Alayna Caricofe

1. The Good Citizen

		
Name: Madeleine Seeley
		
Hometown: Eastport
		
Parents: Lauren Seeley; Andrew and Lisa
Seeley
		
College Choice and Major: University of
New England, Pre-Pharmacy
		
Favorite Accomplishment: The a
cappella group’s first performance at
Pops Night in 2014

2. The Scholar

Name: Will Hopkins
		
Hometown: Eastport
		
Parents: Will and Elizabeth Hopkins
		
College Choice and Major: Tufts
University, Mechanical Engineering
		
Favorite Accomplishment: Publishing
the Silver Quill

3. The Equestrian

		
Name: Wren Wakeman
		
Hometown: Addison
		
Parents: Alf and Eleni Wakeman
		
College Choice and Major: Goucher
College, Pre-Med
		
Favorite Accomplishment: Receiving the
Appaloosa Youth Superior Award
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4. The Scholar-Athlete

Name: Gage Feeney
		
Hometown: Cutler
		
Parents: Derek and Jennifer Feeney
		
College Choice and Major:
University of Maine, Engineering
		
Favorite Moment: Winning the 2014
Baseball State Championship

5. The Artist

Name: Spencer Atkinson
		
Hometown: Dallas, Georgia
		
Parents: Katherine Atkinson
		
College Choice and Major:
University of Maine at Machias,
Undecided
		
Favorite Accomplishment: Making
it on this top 10 list

6. The Leader

		
Name: Patrick Massaad
		
Hometown: Machiasport
		
Parents: Aziz Massaad and Rita Ten
		
College Choice and Major: Colby
College, Biology/Pre-Med
		
Favorite Moment: Playing in the
Cross Insurance Center my junior
year for basketball

7. The Transformer

Name: Chad Crowley
		
Hometown: Addison
		
Parents: Rebecca White and
James Crowley
		
College Choice and Major:
Savannah College of Art &
Design, SCAD Animation
		
Favorite Moment: Creating
and wearing costumes at
WA with the support of
students and staff who
appreciate artistic talent and
what it can accomplish

8. The Linguist

Name: Benjamin I. Somes
		
Hometown: Cherryfield
		
Parents: Adam Deering Somes
and Sara Somes
		
College Choice and Major:
Biola University, Botany/
Biology
		
Favorite Accomplishment:
Receiving candidacy
for, and Congressional
nomination for, the United
States Naval Academy

9. The Videographer

		
Name: Nina Nikolicová
		
Hometown: Chuderov, Czech
Republic
		
Parents: Vaclav Linek and Arlena
Nikolicová
		
College Choice and Major:
University of New York in
Prague, Communication &
Mass Media
		
Favorite Moment: Watching
the sculpture of Vaclav Havel,
writer and first democratically
elected president of the Czech
Republic, being revealed in the
US Capitol

10. The Scientist

		
Name: Alayna Caricofe
		
Hometown: Dennysville
		
Parents: Molly Preston; Sean and
Danielle Caricofe
		
College Choice and Major:
University of Maine at
Machias, Biology
		
Favorite Moment: Beating
Calais in overtime at a home
soccer game

SPOTLIGHT ON

STUDENTS

Building a Future
in Medicine

Interning at Elm Street School

Academic achievement,
leadership, and determination
have paid off for sophomore
Jordyn Curtis ’17. Based on
these qualities, the Harrington
native was nominated by Dr.
Connie Mariano, the Medical
Director of the National
Academy of Future Physicians
and Medical Scientists, to
attend the prestigious
Congress of Future Medical
Leaders in Boston, MA. The
Congress is an honors-only
program for high school
students who aspire to be
physicians or go into medical
research. Jordyn joined others from across the country in a
three-day workshop learning about advances in medical research,
gaining tips from Ivy league medical schools, and being inspired by
fellow teen medical science prodigies in May.

Tackling
Multivariable
Calculus
Will Davidson ’17 has
already taken his AP
Calculus exam in his
sophomore year. What’s
next for this budding
math genius? In the
fall, Will plans to
take Multivariable
Calculus online
through Stanford
University while
attending Washington
Academy. He’ll also
continue to sharpen
his skills on WA’s math team, a team that placed second in
the Downeast Region Math League. Will added significantly
to the team, personally placing first among all sophomore
participants. As a crowning achievement to his sophomore
year, Will earned a perfect score on his math PSATs.

This past year, Julia Smith ’16, Dylan Case ’16, and Michaela
Lowe ’15 interned at Elm Street School in East Machias, working
with veteran teacher Amy Ackley in the K4 classroom. These WA
students assisted preschoolers in improving their motor skills.
They also worked side by side with teachers, grading papers,
making bulletin boards, and assisting in the classroom. “It’s been a
great experience for Elm Street School to have these students, and
we hope it’s been an educational experience for them as well,” said
principal Tony Maker.

Taking First in State
Madeleine Seeley ’15, recently selected as Washington Academy’s
DAR Good Citizen for 2015, was awarded first place in the state for
an essay submitted to the Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) Scholarship contest. The DAR is an organization committed
to historical preservation, education, and patriotism. Madeleine
exemplifies these values through her own love of family roots,
Washington County, and education. Madeleine wrote in her essay,
“Individually we are leaders in our homes; together we are leaders of
a constantly changing world.” WA commends Seeley for her own
leadership role at the school and in her involvement with the DAR.

Learning by Doing
Ashley Danahy ’16 is one of 10 students balancing the rigors of
WA’s certified nursing program with regular classroom studies.
Every other Friday, Ashley misses her traditional classes while
she’s doing her clinicals at either the Veterans’ Home or Down East
Community Hospital in Machias. That’s a lot of make-up work
for this year-long program. Still, Ashley is maintaining Honors
status while exploring her future career. According to CNA teacher
Melissa Veith, Ashley has a “natural gravitation to nursing, which
is awesome when you think she’s only 16 years old.”

Showcasing Dance at UMM
Bion Parsons ’16 and Oona Molyneaux ’17 were invited to
perform at the Athletic Awards Ceremony at the University
of Maine at Machias. The duo
Oona Molyneaux
showcased their talents learned in
Cultural Dance class by performing and Bion Parsons
an Argentine Tango.
Summer 2015
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SPOTLIGHT ON

MUSIC

Music Takes Center Stage

I

t’s easy to spot an award-winning athletic
team—it’s all in the score. It may not
be as easy to recognize the teamwork
and perseverance that goes into creating a
musical score. Yet Washington Academy’s
talented musicians, under the direction of
music teacher Ben Cox, are showcasing
amazing performances and racking up top
honors in the world of music.
Mr. Cox started assembling his musical
team when he joined the
WA family in 2013.
Part of his game plan
included launching a
student-led a cappella
group cleverly
named The Washin’
Tones. He also has
taken the Jazz Band
to new heights,
performing
at state

Leading the Score
Instructor Ben Cox inspires his students
through personal commitment to the
arts as well as classroom instruction.
The University of Maine graduate and
clarinetist travels around the state
performing in the summer, teaches at
the Mid-Summer Youth Music Camp
at Orono, and plays locally for the
Passamaquoddy Bay Symphony Orchestra.
He is also a board member for the Machias
Bay Chamber Concert Series.
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competitions and festivals. This year, WA
boasted a record number of four students
selected for the exclusive All State Honors
Festival. Next year, Mr. Cox will debut
a new Jazz Combo which will compete
around the state as well.
The music team is also on the road, creating
a strong community presence. Washington
Academy’s band, jazz band, chorus, and
a cappella group have performed at local
schools, the Special Olympics held at
University of Maine at Machias, Down East
Community Hospital’s 50th Anniversary
celebration, and at a full house for a jazz
night held in Eastport in conjunction with
other local high schools. The
Tri-M Honor Society is extending
this outreach and helping the
community through music
by putting on the
Stock the Shelves
Talent
Show to
raise money
for local
food pantries.
And Mr. Cox is doing
what all good coaches
would do, grooming his younger musicians
for future accomplishments. Behind the
scenes are countless rehearsals in the
classroom. He operates a regimented
program with daily instruction in rhythm,
theory, individual technical ability,
ensemble awareness, and musical phrasing.
Behind the doors you can hear instruments
warming up, scales being rehearsed, scores
being played and replayed, and finally, a
completed musical masterpiece. Students
participate in small group projects,
simulating a chamber music experience,
and create final projects where they make
all the musical decisions, run the rehearsal,
and review in group evaluation.

An All-Star
Team
Anthony Branca ’16
received recognition as an
outstanding musician at the
State Jazz Festival, one of
only a few students selected
across the state.

Will Somes ’16 is a threetime All State Honors Festival
participant in Orchestra
(violin) and Chorus, a
prestigious distinction made
through an audition process.
Will is also the Principal
Violinist of the Bangor Youth
Symphony Orchestra.

Emma Page ’16 was accepted
into All State Honors Chorus.
This honor is given to only
a few vocalists and also
requires numerous auditions.
Emma was also a featured
soloist at the Washington
County Honors Festival.

See these students perform and hear their perspectives
on WA’s music program at www.washingtonacademy.org
and click on “WA Uncut.”
Summer 2015
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SPOTLIGHT ON

FACULTY

Retirement holds many
pleasures for Mrs. Jordan, including
lobster fishing with husband Rick
Jordan and spending countless
hours with grandson Alex.

N

“It’s been a blessed life, really.”

o one could fill the shoes of Harley Dobbins, or so
people thought. That was until they met Martha
Jordan. In early October 1978, beloved math teacher
Mr. Dobbins had to leave WA due to a medical illness. Dick
Gardner picked up the phone to call his friend and fellow
salmon fisherman, Martha “Marty” Jordan, encouraging her
to apply. But Marty wasn’t ready. She was busy shingling her
new home on Holmes Bay.
Mr. Gardner called again at Thanksgiving and finally before
February vacation. By then Mrs. Jordan thought, “Maybe it is
time to start looking for a job.” It had been a rocky transition
for Washington Academy and eight substitute teachers later,
Mrs. Jordan set to work creating a classroom and a legacy that
Mr. Dobbins would be proud of.

“If anyone could get that classroom in order, it was going to
be Mrs. Jordan,” says former student and current Associate
Head of School, Tim Reynolds. “What I remember about Mrs.
Jordan on her first day was that she took a genuine liking to all
of us. While we were working at our seats, she made an effort
to go to every student’s desk
to connect and get us on track.
To see Mrs. Jordan
Now that I get to work with her
inspiring eighth grade
on a daily basis, I find myself
thinking back to how positively
students to love math, visit
she impacted me when she
www.washingtonacademy.org
joined our school and how she
and click on “WA Uncut.”
continues to do the same thing
for students, even today.”
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In Mrs. Jordan’s 36-year teaching career, she inspired students
to love math in every course, from Algebra 1 to pre-calculus.
But Geometry, amidst compass roses and triangles, is where
she will be most remembered.
When reflecting on her highlights of teaching, Mrs. Jordan
comments, “It’s the people. WA is just full of outstanding people.
We have gems in administration and brilliant teachers who I’ve
learned so much from. Many of them are former students. It’s
amazing to watch people transition from your students, to your
colleagues, to your bosses. It says so much about the WA family.”
Mrs. Jordan plans to stay active in the WA family even after
retirement. You’ll see her faithfully seated on the bleachers
supporting the Raiders, just like she has for the past 35 years.
“Rick and I got hooked on basketball in 1980 watching students
like Scott Porter, Courtney Richardson, and Wendell Davis. In
one of those games against Machias, the place was rocking so
hard I thought the walls would collapse.”
While Mrs. Jordan will miss the halls of Washington Academy,
she’s got a full retirement planned. She’s looking straight ahead
to fall lobster fishing and the extra time she’ll have on the water
with her husband, Rick. She’s also bringing along her grandson,
Alex, decked out in his Grunden oil pants, who, admittedly,
has her wrapped around his little five-year-old finger.
“I owe Dick Gardner a big thank you for a blessed life,” says
Mrs. Jordan. “WA has been so good to me over the years. I’ve
enjoyed every day here.”

SPOTLIGHT ON

ALUMNI

on WA’s music
program at www.
washingtonacademy.
org and click on “WA
Uncut.”

Making a Musical Legacy
Pat Hall Gibson ’54

We loved music and we loved FUN.

While each generation creates its own legacy at WA, the late 1940s and early 1950s boasted
musical talent and a whole lot of fun. Laughter and melody filled the Old Academy in an era
marked by dances, musicals, and drive-in performances at the East Machias Bandstand.
Behind the scenes and often on stage was a ball of energy and musical talent
named Patty Hall. Harmonizing with Virginia “Ginny” Donaghy and singing with
Albert Small, her gift at the piano lightened the mood and created its own culture
with songs like “Five Foot Two” and “Simple Melody.”

This Is

My WA

Nicknamed Pat “Go” Hall by her mother, Patricia Gibson ’54 was always on the road or in the
classroom playing piano for something. Her yearbook picture, “Too busy with the crowded hour
to fear to live or die,” well represents the busyness of her teenage life. According to many, Pat
Gibson and her classmates represented one of the most musical classes to ever grace the Academy.
It helped that Headmaster Gardner Pope was himself a saxophonist who loved to perform with
the students. “He’d take us on the bus up to Green Lake and we’d all dance and have a grand time.”
Each year Washington Academy would put on a musical with Pat as the accompanist. The
musicals grew so popular that various towns would pay to have the Academy musicians perform
in town halls. One year the school traveled to so many towns the students self-funded a trip for 22
kids and six chaperones to travel to New York City, quite a feat for 1953.
“I never had time to be a straight A student,” said Pat, laughing. “I was always getting pulled out
of class to perform for something.” Thankfully, teachers and fellow students recognized her talent
and pushed her in the right direction. “I played day and night,” said Pat. “I’d come home from a
performance and play till midnight just to unwind.”
Pat’s mother and Kathleen Vincent played a huge role in her musical development. Ms. Vincent,
who lived in Maryland and summered in Maine, heard about Pat’s ability to play piano by ear,
with both hands, without ever having a lesson. She taught the young protégé every summer,
coaxing her to come to Maryland to study music. Though she chose not to move, Pat benefitted
greatly from Ms. Vincent’s investment in her life. And it was an investment that cost the Hall
family a great deal. “Though we had hardly any money, I never heard a word from my mother
about the cost,” said Pat.
Pat has returned the favor by dedicating her life to the musical development of children. In 1963,
she opened the Bo-Peep preschool which she ran for an amazing 39 years. “After Gibb and I
moved to Brunswick, I thought, ‘I’ll just have a little school and do lots of music.” She was right
on one count. She did a lot of music, teaching children to sing and hosting elaborate Christmas
concerts and graduations. However, her school did not remain little for long. “Gibb and I took a
trip to Thomaston and bought six chairs to start. I hosted my first open house and the people just
kept coming and coming. We made many trips that summer buying more and more chairs.” The
story of Pat’s musical preschool grew and, one year, a photo even reached the Associated Press.
She was getting calls from as far away as Kentucky.
At the height of the school, Pat had four teachers and 44 students in her basement classrooms and
an addition to her home. Her daughter, Susan, taught for 20 years with her before teaching second
grade at a local elementary school. “Between Gibb’s teaching algebra and my preschool, Susan had
been around teachers all her life,” Pat said.
Pat continues her investment in education and music to this day, returning to Washington
Academy for reunions, occasionally playing with the Orange River Band, and contributing to the
development of future musicians. This year, in memory of her husband and former WA teacher
Edmund Gibson, Pat helped purchase a new sound system, microphones and a piano cart so
Academy students will be able to perform on the school’s Baby Grand. The gifts are a fitting tribute
for a woman whose fingers on the keyboard impacted an entire generation. Reflected Pat, “I loved
Washington Academy. I had a great time. People say I’m still stuck in the 50s and I don’t mind. I
loved it and, boy, did we have some fun.”
:
B&W Photo of Pat @ Piano: Pat rehearsing for the show “South Pacific” with Charlie Dennison,
Wayne Frye, Alvah Hawkins, and Teddy Ackley.
Color Photo of Pat @ Piano: Pat Gibson playing in Wesley with the Orange River Band.

Summer 2015

9

SPOTLIGHT ON

ALUMNI

Alumni Impacting Maine
No Reunion for 2015

I hope you are all beginning to enjoy the warm days
of summer. As a reminder, there will not be a reunion
in 2015. The Alumni Association voted to go back
to a biennial reunion. In August 2016, WA will
celebrate class years ending in 5 or 6. The classes
of 1965 and 1966 will celebrate a very special 50th
reunion. If you are still eager to visit WA in 2015
anyway, Homecoming will be Friday, October 9.
Your dues do matter!
Your contributions to the Alumni
Association are vitally important,
even in a non-reunion year. All
dues support the annual alumni
scholarship given at graduation.
Kassidy Seeley
The 2014 recipient was Jonesboro
resident Kassidy Seeley. Please consider sending in
your dues today as we strive to ease the burden of
college costs for our Washington County students.
Alumni Association Annual Dues: $10.00 per alumni
100% of your gift benefits our Alumni Scholarship recipient
Name:________________________________________
Class Year:____________________________________
Address:______________________________________
Phone:________________________________________
Email:________________________________________
Mail to: WA Alumni Association
PO Box 466, East Machias, ME 04630

Will Tuell Working
for Downeasters
in Legislature
Will Tuell ’96 was elected to the
Maine House of Representatives
last November. A fourth generation resident of
East Machias and honor roll student at WA, Will
serves the communities of Cutler, East Machias,
Eastport, Lubec, Machias, Machiasport, Roque
Bluffs, Whiting, and Trescott in the 127th
Maine Legislature, and has hit the ground
running in his freshman year—serving on the
Legislature’s Marine Resources and State & Local
Government Committees.
But committee work isn’t enough to keep Will
tied down. He has seen two bills approved to
date, including one that would give schools more
flexibility in how they make up for snow days.
A third bill, which reduces the fees clammers
under 18 pay the state for their licenses, should
be finalized by the end of June.
Will has also been a strong supporter of
legislation that benefits Washington County’s
elderly and veteran residents, including bills that
would reduce or eliminate income tax for people
receiving military pensions or over the age of
67—and has spoken out in support of keeping
Maine’s Forest Service in place, along with bills
that give local people more of a say over how
they run their schools. As of mid-May, Will has
testified before ten of the Legislature’s seventeen
policy committees. You can connect with him
online at www.willtuell.com.
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Around the County

Charley Martin-Berry ’95 is tackling poverty across Washington County
through the vehicles of education and collaboration–and she’s making
an impact on her alma mater as well. As the Associate Director of the
Community Caring Collaborative (CCC), Charley believes that “success in
the long run will look like fewer families living in poverty in Washington
County, healthier communities, and way more hope.”
Charley is inspiring hope at Washington Academy by bringing fellow
alum and actor Brian Chamberlain ’95 to the area to teach teens skills
in addressing unhealthy relationships. She was also the moderator of a student-led initiative called the
“Feminist Project” held at the University of Maine at Machias that 30 WA students attended. She helped
bring more than 300 participants to the Gardner Gymnasium to learn about the challenges of poverty in
2014, and is helping to coordinate another poverty training to be held at WA in July.
Charley leads Poverty Busters, a CCC-initiated group that is supporting schools throughout the county
in their work to remove poverty barriers for students. After graduating from WA, Charley attended
the University of Maine in Orono and earned a degree in Anthropology and Women’s Studies. Charley
currently lives in East Machias with her husband, Jake Berry, and their daughter, Raven.

Across the State

Alison (Davis) Maxell ’78 is reconnecting with her Maine roots. Having lived in Rhode Island for the last
30 years, she recently relocated to Augusta to accept a position with the Maine State Library System. She
will serve as the Director of Public and Outreach Services, Research, and Innovation. The position works
with the State Librarian, the Director of Library Development, and the Director of Collections and Digital
Initiatives to provide library services of all kinds to state agencies, Maine libraries, and the public.
Alison’s work reaches as far as Louise Clements Library in her hometown of Cutler to the busiest public
library in Maine, the Portland Public Library. Her office is located in the Cultural Building of the State
House Complex. Alison has a BA from the University of Maine at Machias in Education, an MBA from
Bryant University, and an MLIS from the University of Rhode Island. She is married to a former Machias
resident, John Maxell, and has two daughters enrolled at Salve Regina University in Rhode Island.

Close to Home
Celebrating 25 Years of Coaching
Steve Pineo ’88 has been inspiring young athletes
every year for 25 years. He began his journey in
1990 coaching at Jonesboro Elementary School with
Gary Alley. WA hired Pineo in 1992 as the freshman
basketball coach under Junior Varsity and Varsity
coaches Mike Morin and Donald “Buddy” Wood. Steve served as the J.V. coach from 1995 to 2000 and
then went back to elementary coaching in Jonesboro from 2000 to 2009. Pineo accepted the Varsity
position at Washington Academy in 2010. During his six-season tenure as Varsity coach he racked up a
series of impressive wins, including the school’s first Gold Ball in basketball in 2010.
Pineo said of his experience, “We always had good teams, but more importantly, we had really great
kids.” Pineo’s multi-year commitment was inspired by his desire to see students change through the
rigors of athletics and competition. “Coaching a sport is one part, but developing kids into young men
and good citizens is another.” The best part for Pineo was seeing this change happen before his eyes.
“You build great relationships, and it’s not always on the court. Some of the students best memories
were of picking up and heading off to places like East Millinocket to scout out another team.”
And it’s not just the kids who made coaching worthwhile. Pineo said, “It’s very rare to coach at a Varsity
level and never have had an issue with a parent. WA’s parents were great and the support I got from the
school and administration was unreal.”
Commenting on Pineo’s resignation following the 2014/2015 season, Athletic
Director Blaine Steeves commented, “Steve Pineo has been a leader on and
off the court here at Washington Academy. He related well to our student
athletes. They enjoyed playing for him and also respected him as coach.
Steve is a solid community member and successful business owner.
He is a tireless coach who has devoted countless hours to our
basketball program. He has mentored many young men
helping them be better players, teammates, and people.
It will not be easy replacing him in this next season.”

SPOTLIGHT ON

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

Class Notes

2011

Up and Coming

1960

Clyde Young ’60 retired from IPCO
Paper after 35 years in 2002. He is still
working part-time in the boiler room
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Lewiston,
ME. He spends his winters in Florida.

1992/1996

Mandy Ramsdell ’96 and Frank Coffin
’92 with their two children, Brodie and
Gabriella

Frank P. Coffin II ’92 and Mandy L.
Ramsdell ’96 would like to announce
the birth of their daughter, Gabriella
Lynn Coffin, born July 14, 2014,
7 lbs., 15 oz., 19 1/2 in. long. She
joins her very proud older brothers,
Brodie and Clayton Coffin. Frank and
Mandy are engaged and are planning
a 2015 wedding.

2008

Hannah Hudson
’08 is currently
working for The
Cohen Group
as a Research
Associate after
graduating
Hannah Hudson ’08 from the School
of Policy and
International Affairs at the University
of Maine with an M.A. in Global
Policy. Upon completing her Master’s,
Hannah interned with the U.S.
Commercial Service in Santiago,
Chile. Her research focused on
the mining sector and renewable
energies. She assisted with trade show
logistics and served as a translator
and guide for business matchmaking
sessions throughout the city.

2010

Arielle Richardson ’10 is living in
Honolulu, Hawaii, with fellow WA
alum Molly Pierce ’09. Arielle works
in Human Resources for a large
hotel chain. She graduated summa
cum laude from Wagner College
in New York in May 2014 with a
degree in International Affairs.
Arielle is in the process of applying
to the Peace Corps.

Taylor Davis ’11

Since graduating WA in 2011, Taylor
Davis has attended Rivier University,
where she studied Biology for two
years, then transferred her junior
year to Mount Ida College in Newton,
MA to study Veterinary Technology.
Continuing her volleyball career,
she has played at both schools. Her
new major has taken her across the
globe—including to Belize, where
she traveled this past March with
13 other vet tech students and a
veterinarian. While in Belize, they
were able to provide a small village
with a free animal health clinic,
which consisted of spays and neuters,
wellness check-ups, and vaccinations.
They also gave vaccinations to 300
cattle and performed two castrations
on a rural farm in Cayo District,
Belize. During the 10-day trip, Taylor
and the other students traveled to
different areas of the country and
were able to experience and learn
more about the culture and exotic
animals of Belize.

2013

Romayn Richards ’11 recently landed his dream
job, a position as an Engineer in Training with
Siemens AG. Siemens is the largest engineering
company in Europe with divisions in healthcare,
automation, building technology, and energy.
Romayn will work in the energy division and will
be based in Orlando. He will have six months
of classroom training, followed by six months
of on-the-job training in power plants before
advancing to Field Service Engineer in one of the company’s numerous
locations across the U.S. As a Field Service Engineer, he will be responsible
for maintenance and upgrades on some of the largest gas turbines, used for
power generation, in the world.
How did Romayn choose his career? He looked up. “During one of my
student internships on Fort Drum, which is a military base in upstate NY, I
was standing outside the power plant when a massive military aircraft flew
overhead. I knew from previous classes that these aircrafts were driven by
gas turbines. I was so amazed by the size, sound, and speed of the aircraft
that I actually emailed my gas turbines professor (Pete Sarnacki) at Maine
Maritime Academy, requesting a list of companies who design and install
these engines. I began job searching in July, and on December 4 I received
the call from the hiring manager with the job offer and officially accepted it.”
According to his proud mother Kelly Jessiman, Romayn “nailed his
interview.” Although you won’t hear it from the humble young man, he
did have multiple companies seeking his employment. He has hard work,
determination, and strong family support to thank for his recent successes.
Romayn proudly marched in a cap and gown at Maine Maritime
Academy’s graduation on May 2, 2015. He earned special recognition as
the Captain Edward Conrad Award recipient. This prestigious award is
awarded to the graduate who demonstrates high interest and performance
in history. During his years at MMA, he was involved in soccer and rugby
and made the Dean’s list numerous semesters. While in Orlando, Romayn
plans on continuing his interests in sports and nutrition and expanding his
opportunities to travel.

2011

Jordan Porter ’11 with parents Scott ’80
and Arlene (Huntley) ’80 Porter at the
UNE graduation.

Matt Plaisted ’13 and WA teacher Gina
Gaetani

Matthew Plaisted ’13 received an
award at the Maine Association
of Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance Conference
(MAHPERD) at the Samoset Resort
in November 2014. He was awarded
as an upcoming young future
professional for his outstanding
achievement at Husson University in
Bangor, ME. Matt did an internship
with WA cultural dance teacher
Gina Gaetani through Husson in the
spring of 2014.

Jordan S. Porter ’11 graduated from
the University of New England
(UNE) in Portland, Maine on May
16, 2015 with a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing (BSN) and a political
science minor. He was presented

with the Outstanding Student
Award, which exemplifies the highest
grade point average (GPA) in the
UNE nursing program. Recently,
Porter was accepted into the Nurse
Residency Program at the prestigious
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center (VUMC)—a highly acclaimed
teaching hospital in Nashville,
Tennessee. His track will focus on
adult surgery. VUMC has consistently
ranked in the top hospitals in the
nation by U.S. News & World Report,
Becker’s Hospital Review, and Truven
Health Analytics.

In Memoriam
Lois (Huntley) Boone ’36
Annie (Dowling) Mawhinney ’37
Shirley (Harmon) Vane ’44
Aubrey Dwelley ’51
Dave Maker ’60
Sharon (Look) Gilley ’66
Bruce W. Porter ’72
Carl Gay ’86

2/28/2015
11/27/2014
2/6/2015
2/27/2015
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2/14/2015
1/19/2015
11/12/14
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FUTURE

Change a
without impacting your

TODAY

You can change the future for Washington Academy students by
including WA in your will today. Reflect your own passion by designating
your gift to any program or department. You can make college more
affordable, provide state-of-the-art technology, or support the arts.
A bequest doesn’t reduce your cash flow or require you to rewrite your
will. It’s flexible and revocable if your situation changes. Make a bequest
and set WA students on the path to a bright future.
For more information contact Charlene Cates, Director of Development,
at (207) 255-8301, ext. 220.

