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SPOTLIGHT ON

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
It was a small gesture of kindness,

or so we thought. At an October game in
Pittsfield, our WA Raider Varsity football
players wore orange socks to honor the
memory of a Maine Central Institute
player who had passed away preceding
the season. That gesture resulted in
numerous thank you cards, calls, and
posts on Facebook. We hadn’t anticipated
the positive impact our actions would
have on the entire WA and MCI communities.
Most of the articles in this edition of WA Today reflect this
same general theme. Students, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends
rarely see the tangible impact they are making on the school as
a whole. Yet combined, these activities, accomplishments, and
contributions form the legacy of WA.
On page 3, Mr. Reynolds reflects on the intersection of
athletics and academics as part of our legacy. How did we
develop such a rich heritage? As each student was juggling
studies and practices, they probably didn’t recognize that their
activities were writing an important part of our combined history.
On page 4, we turn the page to look at the faculty advancing
our Arts Department. We have almost an equal number of
students involved in the arts as we do in athletics—186
developing athletes and 175 aspiring artists, with many students
who do both. Some of those students are again featured on page
5 where we highlight a few of the great student accomplishments
occurring outside the classroom.

We recognize that it is not just those within our walls
that are impacting our school daily. In the second half of our
magazine, we give deference to the alumni and friends who are
changing the landscape of education through their volunteer
efforts, philanthropy, and willingness to get connected with our
school community.
We appreciate each and every member of the WA family
and thank you for helping us continue a trajectory of excellence.
Your efforts, small and large, make a difference.
Sincerely

Judson McBrine
Head of School

it’s more than a game

I want to offer a sincere “thank you”
to Coach Terrill and the members
of the WA football program for
the thoughtful, caring, and classy
gesture of wearing orange socks in
last night’s game here at MCI, to
honor the memory of one of our
players who passed away this past
summer. As we at MCI honor his
memory by wearing orange and his
number 13, to look up the hill beside
the gym and see the opposing team standing outside the locker room adorned
in orange socks was an emotional moment for me and for our team. Such a
simple but powerful act of kindness and compassion is a testament to Coach
Terrill, the team, the school leaders, and the entire WA community.
Tom Bertrand, Dean of Student Life/Head Football Coach
Maine Central Institute
On the Cover: Homecoming 2014

Welcoming New Trustees
REBECCA WRIGHT
Hometown: Lubec
Occupation: Registered Nurse at
Down East Community Hospital
WA Affiliation: Past and Current
Parent
Reason for joining the Board:
“The education at WA is absolutely
phenomenal. My eldest daughter
had a great experience academically
and athletically as a four-year, threeseason athlete. My younger daughter
is doing just as well academically. I
want to get the word out about WA
and help in any way I can.”
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Board of Trustees
2014-2015 Officers

President-Dennis Mahar ’79
Vice President-Michael Hennessey
Secretary-Chris Lyford ’92
Treasurer-Clinton Gardner ’49
Assistant Treasurer-Dean McGuire ’99

Additional Trustees
Larry Barker
John Gaddis ’65
Richard Gardner ’58
Rhoda Hodgdon ’68
Nick Lemieux ’93
Suzanne Plaisted
Linda Varney
Susan West ’71
Rebecca Wright

Honorary Trustees

Elizabeth Begin
Jane Bell
Donald Brown ’77
David Burns ’67
Brian Cates ’72
Harold Crosby, Jr. ’66
Dean Crosman ’75
Bettina Davis ’60
Sandra Davis ’53
MaryEllen Day

Honorary Trustees cont.
Pat Hall
Francis Hallissey
Dolores Hanson ’55
Michael Hinerman ’69
Arthur Hoar ’37
Marcia Jackson
John Johnson ’53
Suzanne Mace
Ralph Mahar
Maxine Porter ’58
Hope Prout
Ricky Ramsdell ’76
Edwin Randall ’67
Traci Sanborn ’81
Donnie Smith ’71
Richard Young ’55

RHODA HODGDON

Hometown: Whiting
Occupation: Owner, Fundy Bay
Printing
WA Affiliation: Alumna, Past
Parent, Current Grandparent
Reason for joining the Board:
“I believe the diverse population and
educational offerings at Washington
Academy are preparing our students
well for their futures. I welcome the
opportunity to be a part of and to
promote these assets.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON

ATHLETICS

At the Intersection of Athletics and Academics
How Athletic Programs Support Student Success
By Tim Reynolds ’79, Associate Head of School

I

’m a life-long resident of Washington County so I’ve been
it, he told me no matter what his future holds, he expects his
around long enough to hear the refrain, “Basketball is
education to be the foundation of his goals and his life. Now
king.” From my desk as Associate Head of School, I just don’t
there’s a perfect pitch if I ever heard (saw) one.
see it. What I see is a well-rounded
I have to admit, since my graduation
program of athletics, academics, and
here at WA and my own days of
The number of students
the arts that supports student success.
playing Raider ball in the ’70s, athletics
participating
in
athletics
Does athletics require a significant
and academics have both changed.
investment on the part of the school?
I could never have dreamed we would
Absolutely, but that investment enhances the lives of students
be offering our students so many programs and activities to
and improves academic performance by keeping students
catapult their success in this fast-paced world. Athletically, more
engaged, developing time management, and contributing to
students are participating and there are many more sports
their school and community.
programs to chose from. I look at it this way, there is something

186:

On a given year, about 50% of our student body participates
in at least one sport. After progress
reports this year, 120 of our 186
student athletes were on track to make
the honor roll. That statistic is four
points higher than the general population.
In addition, 32% of our athletes in their junior
year tested above the national average on SATs.
Overall, the scores of our athletes are impressive both
on and off the field. From 1971 to 2013, 77% of WA’s top
four students also participated in athletics.
Let’s take Gage Feeney, for example. Gage is a senior
from Cutler. He’s also walking on to the University
of Maine’s campus at Orono next year
with a position on the baseball team and
an impressive scholarship for academic
performance. Gage is in the running for a
position within the top 10 of his class. He
exemplifies the athletic and academic
success of many of our alumni and
current students. As much as he
loves athletics and excels at

here for everyone, without exception. What a great place to be.

So let’s go, Raiders. Whether you are on the field or in the
sidelines, you are part of the team. Pride in Washington
Academy is the glue that holds the school
together. Let’s keep fostering an environment
where academics, athletics, the arts, and
our relationships grow to a place where
every single student can walk away from
WA ready to change our world for the better.
Look out, world, here they come!

Pitching at nearly 84 miles per
hour, senior Gage Feeney led
WA’s baseball team to a state
championship in spring 2014.

Gage is also a four-year honor roll student set
to graduate in 2015 at the top of his class.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Success in the Classroom, On the Field, and Beyond
In high school, Andi Flannery ’10 knew she loved softball, she just didn’t know how much.
After four years of playing soccer, basketball, and softball for the Raiders, Andi went on to
become a Mariner at Maine Maritime Academy in Castine. She played soccer and basketball at
MMA for two years but found her true passion in softball, playing all four years. “Softball at the
collegiate level is so much faster. I had to think and strategize a lot more.”
That strategizing helped Andi both on and off the field. With a internship at the Boeing
Company in Seattle under her belt and a degree in International Business in hand, Andi recently
landed a job in Savannah, Georgia, with International Paper as a Global Sourcing Associate.
Andi Flannery ’10
Global Sourcing Associate, International Paper, Savannah Georgia
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
FACULTY

Meet the “A” Team
Veteran teachers and new recruits round out an
impressive Arts Department
Ken Varian
Jim Ausprey &
Cathy Johnson

Tyler Goodwin

Video Production

Art

Drama

Anne Foster
Creative Writing

Ben Cox
Music

Gina Gaetani
Dance

Advancing the Arts Through Collaboration

T

he Arts Department is looking at
collaboration to inspire creative minds
and engage learners at Washington
Academy this year. Led by the new Arts
Chair, Gina Gaetani, the team of talented
teachers is organizing events both on and
off campus to showcase the artistic talent
of WA students and build community
support for the arts.
For Homecoming, student athletes joined
forces with dance and video students to
create the school’s first lip dub under the
direction of Ms. Gaetani, dance instructor,
and Ken Varian, video instructor.
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On Veterans Day, the dance class performed
a swing dance accompanied by the school’s
jazz band and music teacher Ben Cox.
Tyler Goodwin’s art classes added to the
event by designing and creating backdrops
as well as lining the lobby with artwork.
During the Winter Concert scheduled
for December 9, Mr. Goodwin’s art
students will also be displaying artwork
in the hallways of the Fine Arts Wing in
the Gardner Gymnasium. The computer
aided design (CAD) students, led by
Shawn Schmitter, will showcase some of
their original designs.

Sean Schmitter
CAD (Computer Aided Design)

175:

The number
of students
expressing their
creativity through
WA’s arts program

Collaboration extends beyond the doors
of Washington Academy as well. This year
creative writing instructor Anne Foster
is partnering with University of Maine
at Machias Book Arts Studio Director
Bernard Vinzani to bring back WA’s art
and literature magazine, the Silver Quill.
The book will be published by UMM
students and feature the art and creative
writing of WA students.

SPOTLIGHT ON

STUDENTS

WA students participate in a myriad of learning
experiences that reach far beyond the classroom
EXPANDING HORIZONS
IN MEDICINE

BEYOND THE
TOUCHDOWN

Wren Wakeman ‘15 of
Columbia Falls and Patrick
Massaad ’15 of Machiasport
took summer vacation to a
new level by attending the
National Youth Leadership
Forum (NYLF) on medicine.
Massad was able to perform
operations on cadavers and
tour the Harvard campus while
Wakeman entered a simulation
chamber at Brown University,
explored organs, and toured
the University of New England’s
campus in Biddeford.

The University of Maine is keeping a close eye on Washington
Academy’s offensive/defensive
left tackle, Dakota Wright ’15.
The 6’4, 285-pound senior
from Cutler has a reputation
for being unstoppable on the
football field. It’s been a very
short trip to success for Dakota.
He notes, “My first time ever
touching or thinking about a
football was my freshman year.”

Patrick Massaad has his sights
on staying in Maine for the
first leg of his medical career,
maybe attending Bates College
next fall. He wants to study
orthopedic surgery, especially
in the arena of sports medicine.
As a three-season athlete who
had knee surgery last spring,
he knows the importance of
getting back in the game.
Wren Wakeman is undecided
on her choice of schools, but is
exploring emergency medicine.
Of her decision to enter the
medical field, she says, “My
father, Alf Wakeman, has been
such an inspiration for me. We
have been sewing people up on
our kitchen table and taking
care of people’s medical needs
since I was born.”
Logan Huckins ’16, a junior
from Machiasport, also spent
the summer exploring medical
careers through Husson
University’s Pharmaceutical
Camp. Students attended
lectures and conducted labs
similar to the experience of a
pharmacy student. Huckins
is looking at both University
of New England and Husson
University. She is currently
enrolled in biology and anatomy
at WA and will be taking chemistry and physics in the spring.

LIFE-SHAPING
OPPORTUNITY
Jud Kinney ’17, a WA
sophomore from Lubec,
knows personally how one
life-shaping experience can
entirely direct your future
path. After returning from
Washington, D.C., where he
attended the National Youth
Leadership Forum: Envision,
Kinney is investigating a career
in national security. According
to Kinney, one of the most
fascinating lectures was from
a prominent leader in the
Defense Advance Research
Project Agency (DARPA).
Much like Captain America,
Kinney learned of new research
in neuro-technology to provide
soldiers with enhanced abilities,
such as smell. Other highlights
included visiting Andrews Air
Force Base and learning about
the Peace Corps.
Until he has his turn to shape
the world, Kinney is content to
enjoy his classes and continue
his participation in soccer,
wrestling, and baseball. He is
grateful to the unknown teacher
who anonymously nominated
him for this experience.

Dakota has a host of other
talents, including staying on
the honor roll and pursuing
his interest
in drama.
Dakota has
assisted
in WA
productions
and performed with Down
River Theater, his favorite
roll being Sir Reeve in “The
Canterbury Tales.”

WA’S GREEN GIRL
Kaya Pulz ’16, a junior from
Pembroke, is leading the way
in environmental efforts at
Washington Academy and
beyond. Kaya recently headed
up the People’s Climate
Mobilization and beach cleanup
at West Quoddy Head Light.
Eighteen participants collected
400 pounds of trash off of
Caring Place Cove. Kaya also
takes the lead in organizing
Washington Academy’s
Sustainability Club.
Kaya’s current passion and ecomission is dealing with climate

Accomplishing
Great Students
Great Things

change, but in the future she
wants to study botany and
naturopathic medicine. “I am
driven to create a better world
with less chemicals,” says Kaya.
Lilly Wakeman ’16,
“And my family has been a
is leading the way as the
huge influence.” Washington
Academy’s first female football
Academy is also giving her a
player. “I just went to one of
great head start with teachers
the games and it looked really
like Don Sprangers who
fun so I thought I’d give it a try,” are equally passionate about
says the junior from Columbia
the environment.
Falls. This is her third year
playing offensive tackle.
According to Coach Terrill,
Lilly “shows tremendous
character on a daily basis. She
quietly goes about her job
every day and she works just
as hard, or harder than anyone
on our team. She’s earned the
respect of all of us.”
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GIVING

Faces of Philanthropy

Two philanthropists understand the future of
Washington County is in the hands of it’s graduates

Knowlton Scholarship Creates Opportunity

W

arren (Chip) and Judy Knowlton have
a desire to invest in a community they
love, one student at a time. For years
Chip and Judy traveled the globe. Chip’s
20-year employment with Owens Corning,
a manufacturer of building products,
took him to the United Kingdom and
Belgium, where he was president of OC’s
European operations. He became a global
traveler through his position as CEO
of an international, advanced materials
company, Morgan Crucible, which he
turned around. Chip’s career continued to
prosper until he retired as CEO of Graham
Packaging, a multi-billion-dollar specialtypackaging conglomerate with 80 plants
worldwide. Today, he is still active as a
director on several boards.
Family roots eventually brought Chip back
to Machiasport. “I grew up outside of
Boston, MA, but each summer I would stay
with my grandparents, the Decaturs, on
Birch Point in Machias. Eventually, my folks

retired here as well. My associations with
this place run five or six generations deep.”
A native of Utah, Chip’s wife, Judy, has
developed a similar passion for the place and
people of Washington County. “We are
committed to making a difference here and
promoting a sense of community. We would
love to see people come back to this area.”
Judy’s commitment was most recently
demonstrated through her involvement with
the Friends of Liberty Hall and the couple’s
instrumental role in supporting the
restoration of the Liberty Hall belvedere, a
historic landmark in Machiasport.
Knowing that people are a community’s
greatest asset, Chip and Judy have been
investing in students, one life at a time.
Three years ago they established the
Knowlton Scholarship for a graduating
Washington Academy senior going on to
college. This year’s recipient was Kassidy
Seeley of Jonesboro (pictured below).

INVESTMENT

MAKING A

IMPACT

Robin Gautier
Purchasing an
ice cream
machine

Linnie Crane ’37
17 years of consecutive giving

DIFFERENCE
AT WA

According to Chip, all of the scholarship
recipients have been deserving students. “It’s
been heartwarming to see. WA turns out
really great students, year after year. The
school plays a central role in what happens,
and will happen, throughout the county.”
Chip obtained his B.S. from The College of
William and Mary, was commissioned and
served on active duty as an officer in the
U.S. Army; then, while working full-time,
attained his MBA from the University of
Utah and his Juris Doctorate cum laude
from the University of Toledo. Judy also
went back to school at the University of
Toledo and obtained her B.A. He and Judy
know how far a good education can take
you and how it can also lead you home.
With the Knowlton Scholarship, they are
giving back to his childhood summer home
and building a lasting legacy for the future.
Today, Chip and Judy again spend summers
and early autumns in Machiasport and are
residents of San Antonio, Texas.

OPPORTUNITY
Chip and Judy Knowlton
The Knowlton Scholarship

The Whitney Family Gives Back
David and Holly Whitney had parents who sacrificed to provide for
their education and who demonstrated the importance of giving
back. In 2013, both individuals lost their fathers, Dale Whitney and
Richard Greenleaf respectively, but the inspiration of these two men
continues as David and Holly advance the legacy of supporting
education through their own generosity to Washington Academy.
Through their companies, David and Holly’s gift to WA’s
Breaking New Ground campaign stems from his desire to see
Washington County grow and prosper. His father, Dale, and
grandfather, Millard, owned and operated Whitney’s Blueberries
and Whitney’s Chrysler, Plymouth, Dodge and Jeep. David’s
entrepreneurial flair started while he was in grammar
school. Though he started Whitney Wreath in 1988 while in
college at UMaine, his participation in the balsam business
started at 8 years old. In addition, Whitney companies include
Whitney’s TriTown Marine, Whitney’s Tool Shed, Downeast
Packaging Services and Whitney Blueberries.
While living in Boston for one year after college, David discovered
how deep rooted his love for Downeast Maine was. His goal for
kids today is the same goal he had then—figuring out a way for
kids to come back to Washington County after furthering their
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education to help ensure the future vitality of the area.
Holly hails from a long line of teachers, professors and administrators from her hometown of Allentown, PA. She herself was an
elementary school teacher before pursuing her MA in Counseling
Psychology from Temple University in Philadelphia. After her
marriage to David and move to Maine, Holly helped build cohesive
and functioning families through her counseling skills. Today,
she brings those same skills to WA as a private Licensed Clinical
Professional Counselor (LCPC) for students.“I love the energy of
a school, it was like coming home for me. I also fell in love with
working with teenagers.”
According to David and Holly, it’s important for those living in
a small community to give back and support the educational
system in any way possible through finances, volunteering,
and paid efforts. “Our hope is that these kids will get a quality
education and come back to the community. It’s a great place to
raise families. It’s a beautiful and wonderful place to live.”
With children Michon, 11, and Coleton and Ashton, 8, the Whitneys
understand the important role of a strong educational system.
“These kids are our future and they are worth of being invested in
and believed in.”

SPOTLIGHT ON

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

This year’s Annual Fund raised $60,905.37 for technology and other designated projects.
1792 Founder’s Society - $1,000+
10,000+
Norbert and Marilyn Lemieux
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
1,000+
Brian and Wanda Cates ’72
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Jeremy and Charlene Cates ’94,’90
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Yong and Xiaoye Chen
Cherryfield Foods, Inc.
Jong Woong Lee and Hyun Ju Chun
YongDuck Lee and Jaewan Chun
Nick and Belinda Lemieux ’93,’88
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Fuguo Li and Jianhui Zhong
Katherine Y. Look, M.D.
Machias Savings Bank
Aziz Massaad and Rita Ten
Philippe and Robin Gautier
Smile Docs
Valerie Smith Stimpson ’47
Haiping Wei and Yanan Zhang
Do Keun Yoo and Kyung Boon Lee
Jianmia Yu
Guorong Zhu and Dongfang Yu
Aicheng Zhuo and Jinglan Wang
Jun Zuo

Alta Kilton McDonald ’52
David McMahon ’75
Robert and Suzanne Plaisted
Brian and Joyce Smith
Walmart Foundation

Maroon & White Club - $50-249
Roger and Beverly Ackley ’63,’65
Auger Hill Farm
Awards, Signage & Trophies
Norman and Adair Bagley ’52
David and Julie Barker		
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Nancy Ingalls Bean ’64
Jeffory and Elizabeth Begin
Jay and Dottie Brennan
Larry Bryant ’63
Robert and Joan Carter
Douglas and Betty Coffin ’55
Holly Costley ’88
Douglas and Eileen Curry
Sandra S. Davis ’53
William and MaryEllen Day ’87
Valarie A. Day ’65
Clarence “Cici” Dennison ’56
In memory of Jane Longfellow Cullen ’43
Vincent and Evelyn Dowling ’39
Betsy Fitzgerald ’66
George and Mary Beth Gaddis ’68
Gaddis Brothers Co.

Noah Morang
Pamela Lyford Mugnai ’70
Roberta Flynn Myers ’63
Douglas Norton
Wayne and Gail Peters
Maxine Porter ’58
Peter Rensema
Shane and Valerie Renshaw ’88
Tim Reynolds ’79
Bob and Vivian Reynolds
In honor of Dolores Hanson ’55
Stephen and Stephanie Seeley ’85,’86
Blaine and Bobbie Steeves ’93
Gwen Small Tupper ’47
In memory of Cliff Tupper ’48, Nancy Small
Murray ’47, and Beatrice Holmes Ettle ’47
Pauline Tyson ’59
Jim and Linda Varney
Ellen P. Weed ’54
Bruce and Donna Williamson ’54,’58
Richard and Cecile Young ’55

Raider Club – up to $49
Robert and Jane Bell ’68
David and Donna Burns ’67
Sarah Begin Cameron
Hazel L. Clay ’66
Allie Dowling Cousins ’51
Mona Ackley Fitzhenry ’48
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67

INVESTMENT
Nick and Belinda Lemieux
Building a future in
marine science

GROWTH
Machias Savings
Bank

ENHANCEMENT

Building a new
soccer/football field

David and
Holly Whitney

Katherine Look

Developing capacity
through matching funds

Naming the Adien Look
Memorial Baseball Field

Cornerstone Society - $500-749
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Border Electric, Inc.
Troy and Lucy Case
Linnie G. Crane ’37
Thomas and Gail Finlay
John F. Gaddis ’65
Archibald’s One Stop
Richard and Margaret Gardner ’58,’62
Gina Grange
Peter W. Hukki ’63
Judson and Paula McBrine ’86
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Christina Lemieux Oragano ’95
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Unum Matching Gifts Program
Blair and Susan West ’71

Friends of WA - $250-499
Larry and Terri Barker ’90
Bill and Judy Corbett ’63
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Dean and Susan Crosman ’75
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Jeff and Candace Davidson
Clinton and Mary Gardner ’49
Stephen and Carolyn Harrington ’79
Mike and Beckie Hennessey ’90
Kerry and Christine Huckins ’66,’67
Machias Dental, P.A.

VISION

David Gaetani
Kevin and Kim Gardner ’82,’83
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Frank A. Gatcomb ’63
Joan McGuire Gatcomb ’50
In memory of Catherine Gatcomb Whitney
Patricia Hall Gibson ’54
Dolores Hanson ’55		
In memory of Peter A. Hanson
Douglas M. Holmes ’60
In memory of Jackie Holmes Look
Robert S. Huntley ’56
Bobby Ingalls ’67		
In memory of Donald Colbeth ’65
James and Ann Jenkins
In memory of Elizabeth Hall Jones
Frank and Sharlene John
John T. Cyr & Sons, Inc.
Cathy Johnson ’73
Richard and Lisa Jung
Mary-Jo King
Oliver Klinger		
In memory of Fred Harmon, Sr. ’47
Rebecca Lingley ’01
Michael Look ’71
Pam Bryant Marsh ’60
Annie Dowling Mawhinney ’37
In memory of Alice Gilpatrick Green ’37
Dean McGuire ’99
Mark and Mary Lou McGuire, Sr. ’75,’80

Harland Flynn ’45
Daniel and Jill Gardner ’73
Dyan Guerrero ’94
Marlene Hawbaker ’60		
In memory of Celia Lemieux ’67
Michael Libby ’95
Ryan and Ashley Maker ’02,’03
Sue Powell			
In memory of Fred Harmon, Sr. ’47
Ed Randall ’67
Ruth E. Rich ’41
Jean and Alison Savard
Ellis and Wenona Small ’48,’49
In memory of Madeline Flood
Barry and Mathy Terrill
The Quoddy Tides
Ted and Allison Tibbetts ’81
Rochelle Wyllie Waycott ’58
Pauline Wood ’66
Clyde Young ’60
Special thanks to our donors who
contributed gifts-in-kind:
Bruce and Amy Hodgdon
Dennis Mahar ’79
Craig Hadley
Michael Little
Christina Lemieux Oragano ’95
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ALUMNI

Many Thanks From the
Alumni Association
The Alumni Association wishes to thank all those involved in
making the 2014 Washington Academy Reunion a huge success.
As we fondly remembered our years at WA, we were reminded
that although our alumni base is not huge, our passion outshines
our numbers. When I speak with alumni, I often hear several
phrases repeated:
• “WA gave me a great start in life.”
• “I’m a loyal Raider.”
• “I went to WA, my kids went to WA, and now my grandkids are at WA.”
• “WA has so much to offer.”
I know that this loyalty is part of the reason WA continues to grow
and prosper. If you are a member of the Alumni Association, we
say thank you. If you aren’t, we encourage you to get involved
by paying your dues and helping us renew alumni connections.
We’re actively involved in planning the reunion, working with
the Homecoming Committee, and providing a scholarship to a
graduating senior.
Your involvement helps us build a better Washington Academy.
This is our story of our school. We encourage you to help us write
the next chapter.
Tom Gaddis, President
Genie Hall, Vice President
Kathy Harmon, Treasurer
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Homecoming 2014

SPOTLIGHT ON

ALUMNI

Reunion
Left: Patricia (Hall) Gibson ’54
and Sandra (Smith) Davis ’53
take a moment to catch up
before dinner.
Right: Al Small from the Class
of 1954 spoke to the audience
on the changes at WA since he
was a teen.

Left: Valerie (Davis) Maker ’65
and Jim Gaddis ’65 “cut a rug” to
the Orange River Band.
Right: The Class of 1994
celebrated their 20th class
reunion this year. Pictured (L-R)
are Melissa Cushing, Tim Seeley,
and Tabitha Bennett.

Left: John Lynch ’04 and
Sarah-Gayle Godish ’04
represented 10 years since
graduating from WA.
Right: Manny Aretakis ’13 and
Jillian Day ’13 were the youngest
alumni present at reunion.
Jillian spoke to the crowd after
dinner about what it is like to
be a young WA alum.

The Class of 1964 celebrated
their 50th golden year since
graduating from WA.

Celebrating
50 Years

Back row (L-R): Wayne Cates, Wayne Wood,
Wendall Libby, and Calvin Beam; front row (L-R):
Sheila (Colson) Look, Jackie Bailey, and Joyce
(Bryant) Goodine.

2014 TRUSTEE AWARDS

1974 Reunion: Jay Maker, Vicki (Day) Maker, Pamela (Coleman)
Camp, Laurie (Hall) Curtis, Lenita (Feeney) Smith, and Benita (Feeney)
Gaddis pose for their 40th class reunion photo. Pamela is holding
a photo of classmates Kathy (Quimby) Harmon and her husband,
George Harmon, both of whom were unable to attend that evening.

Ivan Corey with granddaughter Joslyn Corey ’08, Distinguished Educator Award Recipient, Dennis Mahar, WA
Board of Trustees President, and Howard McFadden, Distinguished Community Service Award Recipient
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

Alumni Entrepreneurs

Keeping Graduates in Maine

Rick Ramsdell ’76 hires UMO engineering
graduate Seth Maker ’10

R

Partners Bring Coffee
Roasting to East Machias
Troy Quimby ‘87, Kathy Harmon ‘74
and Jacob Berry recently launched
Bold Coast Coffee, the first coffee roasting
company in Downeast Maine. The
partners were motivated by their love
of coffee and warm family memories
of conversations over coffee. Following
in the footsteps of now world famous
companies like Amazon and Apple, these
entrepreneurs are starting from humble
roots-roasting coffee in the garage of
Jerry ’55 and Ann ’65 Quimby.
Troy, who lives in Boston and works for
specialty financing company, Debt
Exchange, travels to East Machias on the
weekends to assist in the roasting. “I could
have created this company from Boston,”
states Quimby, “but I wanted to bring my
business home. We want to capture the
local culture and the local environment,
creating a product we can be proud of.
It’s a Downeast thing.” Quimby also hopes
to be able to give back to the community
by providing work and donating a portion
of the proceeds to organizations.
Bold Coast Coffee can be purchased at the
French Cellar, Skywalker’s, and Machias
Hardware, all located in Machias, Maine.
The company is working on a logo
and website. Soon, customers will be
able to order the coffee through
info@boldcoastcoffee.com. WA faculty
and staff were able to taste test the coffee
this past month through donated samples
and, from all reviews, it’s simply fabulous.
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ick Ramsdell’s work is quite literally “all
around town.” As owner of Bay Shore
Steel Detailing, Rick and his three employees provide engineering and shop drawing
services for the structural steel fabrication
industry, including educational buildings.
His work is seen in the design of the
entryway of the Alumni Building at
Washington Academy and in many other
schools such as Landmark College and
Babson College. Rick is currently working
on the Wells High School addition and has
just completed plans for the new Helen’s
Restaurant. In total, Rick has completed
1,106 jobs throughout New England.
This year, Seth Maker ’10, of Machiasport,
joined Rick’s team on one of four, threedimensional workstations in the office.
Like Rick, Seth is a graduate of UMaine.
Seth holds a degree in mechanical
engineering and Rick earned his degree
in civil engineering. “Seth began work
in May just days after graduation. He is
grateful to be here and is one of the fastest
learners I’ve ever trained,” states Rick.
Seth is newly married as of August 2014
and looks forward to raising a family in
Washington County.
Seth’s employment is part of Rick’s
personal mission. He opened his business

in Portland in 1991 but relocated to
Downeast Maine in 1995 with the
intent to hire locally. Rick’s first WA
hire was Chris Sprague ‘82. Rick’s son,
Jonathan Ramsdell ’06, began working
for him four years ago following his own
graduation from UMaine.
Rick and his wife, Kathie ’76, have a
heart to invest in education. Kathie is
hard at work training young minds as a
first-grade teacher at Elm Street School
in East Machias. For the couple, investing in education extends professionally
and personally. “Literacy is the key to
opening doors for education,” according
to Rick, “I want to see students have a
thirst for learning and to become strong,
productive adults.”
All Rick’s children are testaments to his
investment. Daughter Karen Gurney ’01
is mother to three children and married
to local contractor, Matt Gurney.
Nathaniel Ramsdell ’02 works for
Clear Channel in Washington and
Emily Medarwash ’04 is in Sterling, VA,
taking classes to become a radiologist.
Rick and Kathie are actively involved at
Downeast Baptist Church in Machias
where Rick serves as a deacon, treasurer
and song leader.

’82 WA alum enhances wellness, naturally
Rick Ames may have been voted “Best Smile”
in his senior yearbook, but it’s a great deal
more than a smile that has built Rick’s
reputation as a respected Chiropractor and
wellness coach in the greater Bangor area.
A native of East Machias and a proud Raider,
Rick went on to attend University of Maine
in Orono and Parker College of Chiropractic,
where he earned a degree of B.S. in Health
and Wellness. Dr. Ames also earned a
Doctorate degree in Chiropractic from
Parker College of Chiropractic in Dallas, TX.
Today, Rick is the owner of Ames Chiropractic
Wellness Center with locations in Bangor,
Lincoln and Corinna. The center provides
chiropractic care, physio-therapy method-

ologies, exercise
therapy, laser treatments, ultra-sound
treatments, electrostimulation therapy, and pain management.
Rick has been married to his wife Alisha, for
over 16 years. The couple has 5 children and
3 grandchildren who they enjoy following
around. Rick also enjoys hunting and fishing.
Rick and Alisha were recently ordained
as pastors of Power Source Ministries in
Bangor. This is a work that they started in
January of 2014. Rick thanks God for his
blessing of health, family, and vocation
along with the firm educational foundation
he received at Washington Academy.

SPOTLIGHT ON

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

Class Notes

1987

1974

Update by Laurie Curtis

Numerous members of the 1987 State
Baseball Championship team were present
at the 2014 state baseball game to help
Washington Academy celebrate a second
state title. Patrick Taylor ’89 supported his
son, shortstop Kyle Taylor. Shane Renshaw
’88 cheered on son Alex Renshaw, a freshman addition to the team. Steve Pineo ’88
watched Colin man second base and Tim
Armstrong ’87 traveled up from Orlando,
Florida, to support nephew Brandon Guerra.
Uncle Troy Varney ’88 watched nephew
Cameron Varney patrol centerfield.

1988
Despite their small size, the class of ’74
celebrated a wonderful 40th reunion
this year, thanks to the careful planning
of Marcia Randall Segura, Kathy
Quimby Harmon, and Janet Wood
Ashley. Unfortunately, all three organizers were absent for the big event due
to family medical emergencies. Those
in attendance were Lenita Feeney
Smith and her twin sister, Benita
Feeney Gaddis, Jay and Vicki Day
Maker, Pamela Coleman Camp,
and Laurie Hall Curtis. Kathy and
George’s daughter, Natalie Harmon
Houde ’92, and her husband, Eric, came
to represent them, but their presence
was sorely missed. Kathy had put
together a table of memorabilia from
the classes’ cheerleading and basketball
days. Pam, who had traveled to East
Machias from Utah, and is a retired
airline stewardess, got the award for
having come the most miles. Laurie
continues as a LPN and is now taking
care of the children of the babies she
helped deliver in her earlier years.
The class also hosted a small luncheon
at the Talbot House Inn. Patricia
Ramsdell Huntley, Lenita Smith,
Benita Gaddis, and Marcia Segura
attended this event. Marcia and her
beloved animals traveled in from
Laurel, MD. When not working for
NASA, Marcia is an integral part
of an Irish Terrier rescue network.
Since her work with this organization
prevented her from attending the
reunion dinner, Marcia was grateful
to arrive in time for the Sunday
luncheon. In the wake of the Helen’s
fire, Patricia Ramsdell Huntley has
been taking advantage of her time
off as waitress and cook to visit her
daughter, Deaven Brown ’96, and
newest grandchild, Ava.

as Director of Development at
Washington Academy and is enjoying
reconnecting with alumni. Heather
Dennison Vose ’89 and Christy
Hinerman ’90 helped coordinate the
event. Heather is the Training Coordinator at Machias Savings Bank and
has joined the ranks as a Raider parent
to son, Joshua ’17. Christy lives in
Belfast and is a Program Clinician at
Harbor Family Services in
Winterport, Maine. Fred Davidson ’89
and Ron Bousquet ’89 traveled the
most distance to attend. Fred brought
his wife, Angie, and two children
all the way from Villa Rica, Georgia,
where he is CEO and President of
Rae-Mak Structures. Ron Bousquet
traveled with his family from
Monroe, North Carolina, where he
works at Lowe’s Home Improvement.

1992

Four high school best friends recreated
their senior picture during their
24th reunion this past summer. Tara
Hatt Bartko is now Vice President/
Controller at Machias Savings Bank
where she has worked for over 20 years.
She is married to Brian Bartko and has
a daughter, Myla. Belinda Rowden
Lemieux lives in Cutler with her
husband, Nick ’93, and boys, Ryan
and Jackson. She enjoys volunteering
at Bay Ridge Elementary and spending
time at the family camp on Round
Lake. Sherri Scichilone Collins lives
in Cranston, Rhode Island, with her
husband of 20 years, Kevin, and two
children, Sarah and Travis. She is a
teacher of pre-school age children at
Western Cranston Learning Center.
Holly Costley is Executive Assistant
to the Head of School at Washington
Academy and lives in East Machias.

1989/1990

Front Row: Charlene Davis Cates ’90,
Heather Dennison Vose ’89, Becky GrantWiden ’89, Shannon Spencer Randall,
Jenny Stoddard Johnson ’90;
Back Row: Fred Davidson ’89, Christy
Hinerman ’90, Ron Bousquet ’89, Katherine
Ragot ’90, and Crystal Whitney.

Friends gathered for a 25th reunion
and lobster dinner at Charlene Davis
Cates ’90 house in Cutler. Charlene
has returned to her former position

Judd Bragg is in his second year of an
online pharmacy program through
Creighton University in Nebraska.
He is currently working part-time
in the pharmacy at Hannaford and
part-time at the Covanta power plant
in Jonesboro.

2003

Class of 2003 Runners at Wesley’s
Fun Run & 5k on June 21, 2014:
Jessica Schaeffer Moraisey, Ashley
Radeka Maker, Moremil Clemente
Richard, and Ericka White Smith.
The race was held in memory of
Wesley Keeton and the proceeds benefit
a scholarship in memory of Wesley.

2007

Lauren Finn, daughter of Marie Finn
of Whiting, recently left her jobs
with the National Tennis Center and
British Airways in New York City
to live as a local in one of the most
historic cities in Europe, Madrid,
Spain. Lauren spends her days
teaching English, attending intensive
Spanish courses, and exploring.

Lauren completed her MBA in January of 2012 from Husson University
in Bangor, Maine. She also holds a
bachelor’s degree in Audio Engineering from New England School of
Communications. Lauren credits
Washington Academy and Spanish
teacher Cathy Swain for being a great
teacher for four years of Spanish

courses as it has afforded her
professional and exciting personal
opportunities near and afar.

2008

Paul Vinzani ’08 with his dad, Bernie, at a
Celtics game.

Paul Vinzani recently completed
his Master’s of Education degree in
Sports Management from Springfield
College. He is also a graduate of UMM’s
Recreation Management program.
During graduate school, Paul served
apprenticeships with the American
Hockey League in Springfield,
Massachusetts, and with the Boston
Celtics. He is currently employed by
the Boston Celtics as a sales representative for corporate sponsorships to the
team. He lives in Allston, Massachusetts, and works in the corporate
offices near the TD Garden.

2011

Taylor Seeley is a senior nursing
student currently doing clinicals at
Eastern Maine Medical Center and
Acadia Hospital in Bangor, Maine.
She is a member of the Student Nurses’
Association at Orono. She has also
worked for New Hope Hospice in
Eddington and currently works as a
Nursing Technician at EMMC. Taylor
was recently inducted into Sigma Theta
Tau, the Honor Society of Nursing.

2014

Micah McBrine, Dustin Emery, and
Hannah Sprague all participated in
Maine Maritime Academy’s annual
Ship Jump. The Ship Jump is a longstanding tradition that goes back to
the 1960s. All freshmen are required
to make the 32-foot jump from the
deck of the training vessel State of
Maine before they go on an annual
training cruise. During the Ship Jump
students learn how to properly don
a life jacket, how to jump into the
water safely, and how to swim 100
yards out of the danger zone. Nonlicensed, independent students and
faculty are welcome to make the
jump and often do.

In Memoriam
Ralph O. Robinson ’40
Ellen (Holmes) Cates ’47
Helen (Boynton) Albee ’48
Ralph D. Maker ’52
Jennie (Geel) Griffin ’57
Douglas W. Lund ’70
Michael A. Crane ’71

3/10/2014
9/5/2014
10/22/2014
6/7/2014
9/23/2014
7/2014
4/23/2014
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Share your Passion
Impact Generations
Build your Legacy
You are an important part of Washington
Academy’s legacy. Now let us help you make
WA an important part of your own legacy.
Visit WA’s planned giving pages online at
www.washingtonacademy.org.
For more information or to make a gift, contact
Director of Development Charlene Cates
at (207) 255-8301 ext. 220 or
c.cates@washingtonacademy.org.
Build a legacy that will make a
difference in the lives of
generations to come.

