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News from the Head of School

The phrase “standing on the shoulders of those who came 
before” could not be truer than when assessing the relationship 
Washington Academy has with its sending elementary schools. Along 
the educational continuum, we have students for a small four-year 
window of time. We build extensively on the foundation established 
by our local elementary schools. Our success depends on their suc-
cess; and hence, their trials are our trials as well. 

This year, Washington Academy and our sending elementary 
schools have faced a number of challenges. As many of you are aware, 
the current structure of public education in Maine is in flux. By 
state mandate, school districts are being forced to reorganize and

set aside of local control. Inevitably, this will impact Washington Academy as districts are 
re-defined and the historic partnership between our school and sending towns may be altered.

The Academy has made known to our sending schools that we want to be part of a work-
able solution that will permit us to continue educating the students of our community at 
the high standard which we have all come to expect. We have renewed our commitment to 
our partners by offering ancillary services to our sending units. This spring we sent our 
faculty to teach foreign languages in local elementary schools, invited seventh and eighth 
grade students to participate in Marine Technology a day a week, made our music pro-
gram available to junior high students and provided programs in youth soccer, basketball 
and wrestling. In addition, we have implemented new programs to help eighth grade stu-
dents successfully transition to high school.

Although the Academy is an independent institution, we are not immune to changes at 
the state level. In April, the state legislature voted to reduce reimbursement of the Insured 
Value Factor from 10 percent to five percent resulting in a 50 percent decrease in this portion 
of our allowable tuition rate. The change will cost the Academy $120,000 in the next school 
year. In addition, our sending units will be reimbursed for only 20 percent of these costs 
where the state previously reimbursed them at 100 percent. The net result is a $70,000 com-
bined loss for our 12 sending schools. The Board of Trustees is committed to help subsidize 
the loss of state subsidy facing our school unions.

In these challenging economic and educational times, we have the potential to renew 
our partnerships both personally and professionally while building the strength of our com-
munity. You, our parents, alumni and friends, are our most vital partners and valuable 
advocates in this endeavor and I would like to encourage you to contact your representa-
tives and ask them to fully fund the IVF to Town Academies and fully reimburse the IVF 
to local communities.

Washington Academy remains strong with thriving programs and increasing enroll-
ments in our local and residential populations. I encourage you to view the evolution of the 
school for yourselves at this year’s reunion in September. With the incorporation of home-
coming with the reunion, we hope to make this a community wide event. Again, thank you 
for your continued support of Washington Academy.

 Sincerely, 

 Judson McBrine 
 Head of School

In March, the Head of School 
Judson McBrine and Development 
Director Robin Moloff-Gautier 
traveled to China, Taiwan, Vietnam 
and Korea to meet many of the fam-
ilies of WA’s current international 
students. A trip to the Great Wall was 
one of several excursions organized 
by the welcoming families. Another 
highlight was a visit to a model 
school located within the walls of 
the Forbidden City in Beijing.

Above: Ms. Gautier and Mr. McBrine with 
Mr. and Mrs. Li of Shanghai, parents of WA 
student Li Wei, and education consultant 
Maggie Wu (left)

Left: Jud at the Great Wall
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Valedictorian Carrie Johnson, 
daughter of Scott and Lorie 
Johnson of Edmunds, will be 
attending Bowdoin College in 

Brunswick, Maine where she will 
study Biology. Bowdoin College, 

founded in 1794, is one Maine’s old-
est educational institutions, just a couple years 
younger than Washington Academy! She’s very 
excited to join their diverse school community 
and take advantage of their wide variety of 
courses and extracurricular options, including 
drama which Carrie embraced while at WA.

Washington Academy’s salu-
tatorian this year is William 
Guida, son of Christopher 
Guida and Ann Luginbuhl of 

Dennysville. In the fall, William 
will be on the campus of Mid-

dlebury College nestled in the 

Graduation 2008
STUDENT NEWS

Washington Academy Announces Honor Parts
Headmaster Judson McBrine is proud to announce the honor parts for the Class of 2008.

V A L E D I C T O R I A N

 S A L u T A T O R I A N
FIRST HONOR ESSAYIST

Maine, however, he has requested to defer for 
a year so he can give one year of national ser-
vice to City Year, an AmeriCorps program 
that places young adults in 17 different cities 
across the uS to assist in providing after 
school programs to young children. Avram’s 
placement will be in New Hampshire.

Second Honors Essayist is 
Ashley Noyes, the daughter 
of Tanya Coffin of Machias-
port and Nathan Noyes of 

Jonesboro. Passionate about 
children and pediatric care, she 

will be pursuing a nursing degree
at Simmons College, an all women’s college 
located right in the heart of Boston, Massa-
chusetts. Having had to balance a formidable 
academic program, intense involvement in 
athletics for four years and hold a part time 
job, Ashley is well prepared for the rigor her 
college years will present.

SECOND HONOR ESSAYIST

Aaron Ackley, uMaine Machias
Brittany Bigger, university of New England
Saydee Bowers, Pierre’s
Jessica Brady, Husson College
Rachel Brady, uMaine Machias
Nikia Burrows, South Carolina State university
Saber Cai, Doing another year at WA 
Frankie Caruso-Griffin, uMaine Machias
Hao Chen, El Camino College
Deidre Cline, WCCC
Sophia Combelic, Traveling 
Joslyn Corey, uMaine Machias
Cassie Craven, uMaine Machias
William Crosby, WCCC
Courtney DeGraff, Greensboro College
Amber Eisenhauer, WCCC
Donielle Fields, WCCC
Carilla Fritz,  Husson College
Kristina Garland, uMaine Machias
Angela Geel, uMaine Orono
Heather Geel, Spa Tech
Christopher Gibson, uMaine Farmington 
Abigael Grannis, Work 
William Guida, Middlebury College
Yoon Tak Han, Santa Monica College
DeAndre Harriott, Prep school 
Evan Hawkins, Kentucky
Hannah Hilyard, Taking a year off 
Kyle Howard, WCCC
Shr-Lung Huang, No. Virginia Community College
Hannah Hudson, uMaine Orono
Joseph Hunter, undecided 
Hyo Bin Hyeon, Korea to study English 
Joshia Jackson, Maine Maritime Academy
Carrie Johnson, Bowdoin College

Byeong Su Jun, university of Illinois
Ahrom Kim,  Michigan State university 
Jee Sun Kim, university of Arizona
Justin Kuritz, WCCC
JuWeon Kyung, Pennsylvania State university
Bonnie Lausier, Berkshire College
John Leahy, uS Navy Seals
Michael Lehman, Working-carpentry 
Jai Wei Li, New England College
Benjamin Lithgow, uMaine Orono
Sarah Look, undecided-work 
Stevey Rae Mahar, uMaine Orono
Emily Manchester, Taking a year off to work 
Colin Martinez, St. Johns College
Brent Matthews, uMaine Orono
Patricia Merritt, uMaine Machias
Ashley Moore, WCCC
Emily Morgan, WCCC
Timothy Nicely, WCCC
Ashley Noyes, Simmons College
Megan Olsen, Work 
Jung Ho Park, New York State univ. at Albany
Jacob Patryn, uMaine Machias
Jay Preston, uMaine Orono
Donnalee Price, Husson College
Juan Ramirez, College in Spain 
Jessica Redman, uMaine Machias
Joshua Redman, uMaine Machias
Avram Reisman, Colby College 
Amber Rose, WCCC
Saxon Schmauderer,  Marines 
Sierra Scraders, Paul Mitchell School of Cosmetology 
Daniel Seamans, uMaine Machias
Hyunjin Shin, Indiana university
Chloe Simons, Int’l Acad. of Des. & Tech. Recording Arts
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   WCCC = Washington County Community College

Champlain Valley of central Vermont, with 
Vermont’s Green Mountains to the east and 
New York’s Adirondacks to the west. Will 
plans on studying history and the classics 
with the thought of going on to a career in law. 
Will’s active participation in the WA drama 
program will benefit him greatly in the court-
room. As Will puts it, “The all-encompassing 
energy that drama required of all of us in-
volved led us through amazing transforma-
tions, creating new realities along the way, 
and then brought us back each time. One
can’t ask for a more fulfilling experience.” 
Will was also chosen as this year’s recipient 
of the Principal’s Award.

First Honors Essayist is 
Avram Reisman, son of Ernie 
and Jon Reisman of Cooper. 
At this time, Avram’s plan is 

to accept the offer to attend
Colby College in Waterville, 

Amber Smith, Spa Tech
Ki-Pyo Son, undecided 
Benjamin Spencer, uMaine Orono
Joshua Spencer, uMaine Machias
Samantha Stanley, Husson College
Cale Stevens, Maine Maritime Academy
Derek Stevens, Husson College
Deirdre Thompson, WCCC
Vanessa Tinker, university of Southern Maine
Christina Trerotola, Simmons College
Minh Truong, Washington State university
Richard Tuttle, Eastern Maine Community College
Randae usher, Elmcrest College
Katie Veader, uMaine Machias
Paul Vinzani, uMaine Machias
Colin Wagner, Thomas College
Ross Warren, university of Southern Maine 
Joshua Whalen, uMaine Machias
Kayla Wood, uMaine Machias
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Yearbook Dedication
The Washington Academy Senior Class of 2008 

presented Mr. Peter Rensema with the highest hon-
or they could by dedicating their class yearbook 
to the revered math and physics teacher.

In a standing ovation, the seniors cheered the 
man that has become their friend and mentor over 
the four years that many have had Mr. Rensema 
as a classroom teacher and advisor. The moment 
was especially poignant, as the retired Air Force 
colonel weighs a decision to take a year off from 
teaching to put his engineering expertise to work 
in Afghanistan.

The yearbook dedication, punctuated with a 
beautifully framed class photo and complimentary 
edition of the yearbook, is part of the annual Senior 
Development Breakfast. This year’s guest speakers 
included Alumni Association officers Paula Brown 

’83 and Angela Fochesato ’85. They implored the 
seniors to stay connected to WA, stay in touch with 
classmates and most importantly, continue to sup-
port the school through the Golden Raiders Society.
Each class, going back to WA’s Class of 1935 has 
a class agent that keeps their class connected to one 
another as well as to WA. Cassie Craven ’08 joins 
this elite group of alumni as her senior class’s agent 
of communication.

Peter Rensema and Frankie Caruso-Griffin ‘08

Sharing LIFE With Colby College
Don Sprangers, 

a science teacher at 
Washington Acad-
emy, recently pres-
ented his Sustainable 
LIFE Curriculum at 
WA to a group of 18 
students visiting from 
the Colby College 
Ecological Teaching
class, explaining the 
Field Ecology pro-
gram and the many 
community connec-
tions it involves.

The Sustainable LIFE Curriculum: Lessons In 
Field Ecology is the result of a decade of environ-
mental science teaching and student research-based 
inquiry at WA where the major focus has been 
Atlantic salmon restoration and habitat enhance-
ment. For the past ten years, students have been 
raising Atlantic salmon fry and stocking them into 
the East Machias River. They have been monitoring 
water quality chemistry and benthic macro inverte-
brates, assessing salmon habitat and nonpoint 
sources of pollution throughout the watershed. 
They have been conducting community outreach
through public presentations and through the build-
ing and maintenance of informational kiosks. Stu-
dents also mentor middle school children during 
the “Salmon Release Day Field Trip” where high 
school students are empowered to inform and 
teach younger children about the issues surround-
ing the endangerment of the Atlantic salmon. 
Students are currently operating the WA Wetland 
Nursery for propagation of native trees, shrubs, 
and wetland plants that will be used by five local 
watershed councils in riparian buffer restoration
projects. These projects are made possible through 
partnerships with the uS Fish and Wildlife Service 
(uSFWS), State of Maine Atlantic Salmon Com-
mission (ASC) and Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), Project SHARE, the Downeast 
Salmon Federation (DSF), and three local Water-
shed Councils. 

Faculty News

Don Sprangers presenting to a 
group of Colby College students

Eighth grade students and their parents from all over Washington County enjoyed a 
wonderful dinner at the Open House held on campus in April.

2008 SENioR CLASS 
DEDiCATioN

Mr. Peter H. Rensema
Peter Rensema has taught at 

Washington Academy for over ten years.  
Through his teaching career at WA., 
Mr. Rensema has coached the math 
team (winning multiple titles), mentored 
the robotics club, and introduced many 
students to the joys of mathematics.

More than a teacher, Mr. Rensema 
has been a guiding force in our lives. 
Combining the discipline of a United 
States Air Force Colonel with the skill of 
a natural born teacher, Mr. Rensema has 
been ever present in our journey through 
high school. He has taught us more than 
algebra, or physics; he has led us on a path 
towards the fulfillment of our potential. 
Even when it would have been just as easy 
not to, he always believed in our ability to 
overcome whatever challenges we faced.

As a teacher, coach, advisor, and 
truly a friend, Mr. Rensema has helped 
us all see that no matter how rough the 
algebra gets there is always a solution, in 
math, and in life. With his endless supply 
of first-rate stories, jokes, and insights, his 
class brought us further than we could 
have imagined... sometimes a little too far.

For all the reasons listed above, and 
many more, the senior Class of 2008 
is proud to dedicate our edition of the 
Washington Record to Mr. Peter Rensema.

WAShiNGToN ACADEMy RECoRD 

OPEN HOUSE

Professor Chuck Kim of UMaine Machias, with Head of School Judson McBrine, was 
the guest speaker. His presentation on transitions to high school generated many positive 
comments from parents.
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Literary Magazine Receives 
National Recognition

Virginia Plummer, 
Washington Academy’s 
English Department
chair, announced that 
WA’s literary maga-
zine, Silver Quill, has 
received national rec-
ognition for its excel-
lence in writing and 
presentation by the 
National Council of 
Teachers of English.
The Silver Quill is the 
only student literary 
magazines in Maine 

to receive this national recognition.
The Council judged the publication on its 

extremely high quality of writing; the inclusion of 
a variety of genres; meticulous editing; some writ-
ings from other subject areas; attractive design and 
graphics, pertinent to the writings; and students 
having strong roles in editorial, production, and 
business aspects.

The 2007 Silver Quill was staffed by William 
Guida and Britni St. Louis, Editors-In-Chief;
Jennifer Beckwith, Literary Editor; Alisha Harmon 
and Jack Schmitz, Business and Advertising Man-
agers; Kelsey Kurz, Grace Young, and Samantha 
Rodriguez, Graphic Editors; and Virginia Plummer, 
Faculty Advisor. Patrons supporting the produc-
tion included Fat Cat Deli, Chief Deputy St. Louis, 
Machias Glassworks, Frederick MacLean, Down 
East Community Hospital, Archibald’s, Maleah 
Wright, Bonnie and Herb Phillips, Lubec Hard-
ware, Whiting Store, Alan Brooks, and Quoddy 
Regional Land Trust. Many thanks are extended 
to Mrs. Paula Maker, Librarian, and Mrs. Felicia 
Avery, Art Teacher, for their support.

The Silver Quill first began publication in 
1991 and has not missed a year since. The 2008 
publication, boasting a beautiful cover drawn by 
Acacia Rier is now available. Copies of the maga-
zine are $3 each.

Formal Speaking Contest

The annual Washington Academy Formal 
Speaking Program was held recently at WA’s Lar-
son Library. Students recited self-selected pieces 
in front of an audience of family members, friends, 
and school staff. The following students and their 
pieces were: Madison Barker- Sonnet CXVI by 
William Shakespeare, Jonah Baskerville- Dulce et 
Decorum Est Pro Patria Mori by Wilfred Owen, 

Nadine Biss- In the Basement of the Goodwill Store 
by Ted Kooser, Robert Costa- Broken Promises by 
David Kirby, Lacie Craven- The Passionate Shepherd 
to His Love by Christopher Marlowe, Candace 
Craven- The Orange by Wendy Cope, Chris Gibson- 

Insomnia by Dante 
Rossaeu, Will Guida 
The Isle of Innesfree 
by William Butler 
Yates, Carrie Johnson 
Cremation of Sam 
McGee by Robert W.
Service, Sarah Look- 
When We Two Parted 
by Lord Byron, Kerri 
Mahoney- O Cap-
tain! My Caption! by 
Walt Whitman, Colin 

Martinez- The River of Bees by W.A. Merwin, Molly 
Pierce- Why I Am Not A Painter by Frank O’Hara, 
Avram Reisman- Road Not Taken by Robert Frost, 
Arielle Richardson The Painter by John Ashbery, 
and Ally Talbot- Birches by Robert Frost.

Instructor of English, Speech and Drama Lee 
M. Rose, Associate Professor of English Gerard 
Necastro, both from the university of Maine at 
Machias, and Owner and Editor of the Downeast 
Coastal Press Nancy Hastings served as judges for 
the evening. Washington Academy faculty assisting 
with the program were Ms. Amy Axe, Mrs. Jodie 
Handrahan, Mrs. Paula McBrine, and Mrs. Virginia 
Plummer. Freshman Madison Barker and Sopho-
more Robert Costa were given special recognition 
at the close of the program.

Math Team Places 2nd in State 
Division C Championship

With their strong team and great senior 
leadership, the Washington Academy Math Team 
won their 4th straight local meet at Ellsworth 
recently, winning the Two County Math League 
championship for the 5th straight year, with a 
cumulative total of 606 points. George Stevens 
Academy finished 2nd with 329 points. Our stu-
dents earned 13 of 16 top honors: Seniors Bradley 
Shin (1st), Ju Weon Kyung (2nd), Ahrom Kim (3rd); 
Juniors  Zidong Wang (1st), Alice McBride (2nd); 
Sophomores Robert Costa (1st), Seth Maker (2nd), 
and Meen Kook Kim (3rd).  Joong Suk Bae won top 
freshman honors. The Team attended the State 
Math Meet on April 15 and placed second in Divi-
sion C, 26 points behind the Division C winner 
John Bapst. WA’s score of 539 was the highest 
ever for the school. To put it in perspective, WA 
placed above Mt. Ararat and Kennebunk, two divi-
sion A schools, and MCI, which placed third in 
Division C. Joong Suk Bae was the top freshman 
in the entire State Meet, and earned a place on the 
Maine State team that will compete nationally.  
Bradley Shin also earned individual honors, placing 
8th among seniors, missing only two out of 30 

questions. For the first time ever, Washington Acad-
emy has been invited to compete in the New Eng-
land Regionals in Massachusetts on May 2nd as 
a Wild Card selection. This honor goes to the 
school that placed immediately behind the schools 
previously selected for Regionals during the regu-
lar Maine Association of Math League season.

Spring Music Concert and Art Show

The Fine Arts Department of WA held its an-
nual Spring Music Concert and Art Show on May 
13. Families of fine arts students, friends and com-
munity members joined the WA staff and faculty 
for this wonderful evening showcasing the talents 
of many WA students. Art was displayed through-
out the hallways in the Alumni Building, including 
a huge and brightly painted Chinese dragon. The 
Gardner Gymnasium filled with anxious aficion-
ados for the music selections, and they were treated 
to a variety, which included the Elm Street Junior 
High Band, WA’s Jazz Band, the Concert Band, 
the Guitar Class, and the Chorus. Featured musi-
cians included Ben Spencer on bass, Ben Lithgow 
on alto saxophone, Jee Sun Kim on piano, Mike 
Knowles on guitar and vocals. Featured vocalists 
included Ahrom Kim 
and Byeong Su Jun 
with Yoon Tak Han on 
the piano and Gabby 
Roos  on  the  f lu te ; 
Miranda Preston with 
Yoon Tak Hanon piano; 
Deandre Harriot; and 
Will Guida accompa-
nied by the WA Jazz 
Band. Special thanks 
were given to the Mu-
sic Boosters, Music Dir-
ector Jake Sturtevant, 
and Visual Arts teacher 
Felicia Avery.

Tri-M Honor Society
The Washington 
Academy Tri-M 
Society recently 
traveled to Pembroke 
and Edmunds 
elementary schools to 
encourage students 
to pursue music and 
promote the music 
honor society. Here, 
Aaron Ackley, a 
senior at WA, shows 
the students the basics 
of the drums as they 
gather around.

2008 Silver Quill cover with 
pen & ink by Acacia Rier ‘09.

Back row (l-r) Colin Martinez, Arielle Richardson, Molly 
Pierce, Kerri Mahoney, Carrie Johnson, Will Guida, Chris 
Gibson, and Nadine Biss
Front row (l-r) Ally Talbot, Avram Reisman, Madison 
Barker, Robert Costa, Lacie Craven, and Candace Craven

Madison Barker and Robert 
Costa received special recogni-
tion for their participation

The Elm Street Jr. High Band

Mike Knowles singing Into 
the Dark.
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Ten WA Writers Selected for 
County Symposium

Washington Academy writers claimed ten of 
the 16 coveted spots at the Washington County 
High School Writers Symposium, held on April 15, 
2008 in uMM’s Kimball Hall. Celebrating their 
13th year of creative writing, the Symposium fea-
tured 16 of the county’s best writers, choosing 
from over 140 submitted works from county high 
school students.

This year’s selected writers from WA were: 
Seniors Aaron Ackley-My Journey to Woodstock, 
DeAndre Harriot-Di Donkey and I, Ahrom Kim-
To The Big Ocean; Juniors Nadine Biss*-Dream 
Motivator for the World, Milos Gautier*-My Tradi-
tion, Erika Smith-Backfield, Angie Sexton-Signif-
icant Other, Danielle Tarbell-Christopher Tarbell; 
and Sophomores Lacie Craven-The Brook, Andi 
Flannery-Place that I Love.

The Symposium, under the direction of uMM 
English Professor Gerard NeCastro, gathers the se-
lected students for an afternoon workshop filled 
with exploration of reading and writing that this 
year included a visit to the new university of Maine-
Machias Book and Print Hall where each student 
received their own certificate printed on the work-
ing book press. Following a casual dinner, parents, 
teachers and community folks filled Kimball Hall 
for the much anticipated readings by each student.

*-Students returning for their second Symposium appearance

Maine Youth In Government
Maine Youth In Government completed its 

first year at Washington Academy under the direc-
tion of Laurie Esposito-Hain. The Maine Youth 
In Government program is for any student inter-
ested in how Maine State government works. 
Students get the chance to draft bills, which are
then debated and discussed, elect their peers to
serve in leadership positions over the State House 
weekend, serve as Representatives, Senators, Lob-

byists, Newspaper Staff, and Governor, and have 
a unique opportunity to access the State House 
while participating in the program. Students had 
to undergo a regional training session and partici-
pate in the Augusta Weekend (Model Legislature) 
during the school year, where Governor John E. 
Baldacci spoke to them on Sunday morning before 
their departure back home.

The WA students who participated in the 
Maine Youth in Government model State House 
weekend, held at the state house in Augusta were:  
Allison Talbot ‘10, Chris Plaisted ‘11, Kameron 
Hanson ‘11, Gretchen Swain ‘10, Paul Jans ‘11, 
Robert  Harvey ‘10, Robert Costa ‘10, Andi 
Flannery ‘10, Arianna Sanborn ‘10, and their ad-
visor Mrs. Laurie Esposito-Hain. Of the 129 high 
school representatives who wrote and submitted 
bills for debate during the weekend, WA Freshman 
Chris Plaisted won the Best Bill award. His bill 
dealt with the sensitive issue of using cellular tele-
phones while driving vehicles. 

Maine State Science Fair
Congratulations to Robert Costa ‘10 for win-

ning second place in the 9-10th grade biology cat-
egory at the Maine State Science Fair held recently 
at the university of Maine at Orono. His project 
was on the response of paramecia to electrical cur-
rent. Robert was one of eleven students in his cat-
egory. The Maine State Science Fair is open to all 
Maine high school science students. Criteria use 
to judge projects include: presentation, adherence 
to the scientific method, knowledge and under-
standing of their project, and a written abstract of 
the project. Each participant in Robert’s category 
had to display their project on a tri-fold display 
board and give a 3-4 minute presentation to one 
or more judges (professional scientists in educa-
tion or industry). This MPA-sponsored program 
has been offered for more than 30 years. 

Step Up Day
Over 375 students attended the Annual Step 

up Day at WA on May 16. Students spent the 
morning meeting with their advisors and walking 
through their fall schedule in 15-minute blocks. 
They then attended a performance by juggler and 
motivational speaker Randy Judkins in the Gard-
ner Gym and enjoyed the sunny afternoon with a 
cook-out, live music by IDK, and field day events. 
Prizes were awarded to students who won the 
water relay race, obstacle course, joust/boxing ring, 
car contest (messiest, sportiest, and most Downeast), 
Raider Pride best dressed, and Freshmen balloon 
toss. Staff and faculty all pitched in making pop-
corn, flavored ice cones, getting “dunked” in the 
tank, and organizing games. This annual event 

provides students with an opportunity to test drive 
their fall classes and make changes early, avoiding
missed classes in September while courses are 
being juggled. This year’s WA Step up Day was 

organized by Sherry Radeka. PFG Food Groups 
donated some of the food served.

An Open House was held in April to intro-
duce area eighth graders and their families to WA. 
Students spent the day with one of WA’s upper-
classmen, enjoying faculty subject presentations 
and team-building with folks from Chewonki. Par-
ents were invited to dinner that evening and had 
the privilege of sharing Professor Chuck Kim of 
uMM speak about transitioning to high school.

Blood Pressure Clinic Offered 
by CNA Students

Each year WA’s 
Certified Nursing As-
sistant students hold 
a blood pressure 
clinic in the commu-
nity, and this year 
was no exception. 
More than 20 peo-
ple crowded around 
a small table at down-
east’s East Machias
fixture Archibald’s to 
hear their results. 
Several attributed 
their higher than us-
ual blood pressure 
to the prices at the 
pumps! 

On a more serious note, individuals who ex-
hibit unusually high blood pressure are offered a 
referral to their primary care physician by WA 
School Nurse Erin Flannery, RN, who teaches the 
CNA class at WA. Graduation and Pinning Cere-
mony of this year’s 2008 CNA class was held on 
Wednesday, May 28 at 7 PM in the Larson Li-
brary at WA.

WA Teen Selected as Teen Who Cares
WA Sophomore Lacie Craven, of Bucks Har-

bor, was selected as one of Maine’s six Teens Who 
Care, a program sponsored by Maine Educational 
Services, who provide a $2,000 scholarship to each 
of the teens, and WLBZ-2 and WCSH-6. Lacie 
was nominated by Kathryn Lund of the Commu-
nity Christmas Giving Tree.

Lacie owns her own flock of sheep and several 
angora rabbits. She shears and processes the fleeces, 

Caption: (l-r) Allison Talbot, Mrs. Laurie Esposito-Hain, 
Andi Flannery, Arianna Sanborn, Gretchen Swain, Rob-
ert Harvey, Robert Costa, Chris Plaisted, Paul Jans, and 
Kameron Hanson

The WA campus welcomed new and returning students 
during  its annual Step Up Day in May. The afternoon was 
filled with games and activities, good food and music, and 
plenty of smiles.

Robert Costa stands with his winning project

Photo: CNA student Megan 
Olsen checks the blood pressure of 
Clinton “Peanut” Gardner 
while owner and son Jack looks on.

Student News continued...
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spins them into yarn, and then knits mittens, hats, 
gloves, and sweaters for the needy in her commu-
nity. Lacie loves to teach others her craft as a active 
member of the Fiber Arts Club at Washington Acad-
emy. She is a 2006 National Champion writer, she 
sings and plays the fiddle at her church. One of 
Lacie’s best friends is her 97-year old next-door 
neighbor, who she helps to care for with her fre-
quent visits.

A 60-minute program about Teens Who Care 
aired on May 31 at 8 PM on WLBZ-2 and WCSH-6.

Twenty-First Annual Academic 
Awards Held at UMM

Speaking to a full Kilburn Commons, State Sen-
ator Kevin Raye praised the achievements of the 
66 Washington Academy students honored for aca-
demic excellence at the school’s 21st Annual Aca-
demic Awards Dinner on May 20. He made a 
special point of paying honor to all of the parents 
who encourage, support, transport, and inspire 
their students to put school at the top of the list. 
Each year the Academy recognizes the superlative
academic records of students achieving Honor
Roll status throughout their four years. Honor roll 
pins are awarded to those achieving Honor Roll 

any three quarters 
marked through the 
third quarter of this 
year. This pin is re-
ceived by freshmen, 
sophomores, juniors 
and seniors. Students
achieving Honor 
Roll any six quarters 
marked through the 
third quarter of this 
year receive a Lamp 
of Knowledge pin 
and this can be giv-
en to Sophomores, 
Juniors and Seniors. 
Academic letters are 
given to those jun-
iors and seniors 
achieving Honor 
Roll any 10 quarters 
marked through the 
third quarter of this 

year. For the juniors receiving this, they would 
have had to achieve Honor Roll in all but one 
quarter. A pewter letter opener was awarded to 
Emily Morgan this year, a senior who has achieved 
Honor Roll 13 quarters, missing her 14th quarter 
by only one point in one class her Sophomore 
year. The highest honor 
is bestowed on those sen-
iors achieving Honor Roll 
14 consecutive quarters, 
which means every quar-
ter since entering WA as a 
freshman. This is marked 
through the second quar-
ter of this year. This year 
six WA students were hon-
ored with the Headmas-
ter’s Golden Apple Award, 
presented to them by the 
Head of School Mr. Judson 
L. McBrine. The evening 
culminated in a rousing 
applause by everyone in 
attendance.

University of Maine Pulp and Paper 
Foundation’s “Consider Engineering” 
Program at UMO

Milos Gautier ’09 and Ian Lookabaugh ’09 
currently juniors at Washington Academy in East 
Machias have been selected among over 200 ap-
plicants to attend the university of Maine Pulp 
and Paper Foundation’s “Consider Engineering” 
program on the Orono campus of uMaine this 
July. Both students are enrolled in the honors/AP 
track for mathematics and physics at the Academy 
and were recommended to the uMaine program 
by WA faculty.

Each year the highly competitive university 
of Maine Pulp and Paper Foundation’s “Consider
Engineering” program is offered twice in July to 
groups of 30 superb high school students who 
have completed their junior year of study and who 
are well-suited to becoming engineers. The four-
day, on-campus “camp” gives students opportuni-
ties to experience the rewards and challenges of 
both college life and technical careers. The cost of 
the camp is paid for by the Foundation. Students 
from all of Maine and out of state participate in 
about 20 activities and are introduced to nearly 
two dozen uMaine faculty, engineers and engin-
eering students. Students join in competitions, lab-
oratory experiments and lectures. The students also 
tour a local papermaking facility to see how paper is 
made. While at the mill, students have an opportu-
nity to talk and ask questions of current engineers. 
Highlights of the program include our “student 
panel” session, an information session presented by 
current uMaine Engineering students who are on 
campus taking summer classes in preparation for 
their co-op rotations. Our guests want to know 
everything from “How demanding is the engin-
eering curriculum here at uMaine” to “What is 
there to do with free time?” Another program high-
light is a game titled “I am an Engineer” where 
students are given practical engineering-like pro-
blems to solve working as teams against time
deadlines. Teams earn “money” for each successful 
problem solution.

More than 1,500 students have participated 
in the “Consider Engineering” program over the 
last 35 years. Many former participants are now se-
nior mill managers, sales executives or hold other 
positions of responsibility within the industry.

Milos Gautier and Ian Lookabaugh both at-
tend Washington Academy as day students and re-
side with their families in Lubec.

WA Regional Envirothon Team

DAC Tennis All Stars
H Zami Godin H Donnalee Price H Steve 
Knowles H Milos Gautier H Ian Lookabaugh

Residential Life Trips

Seniors Will Guida, Avram 
Reisman, Carrie Johnson, and 
Jessica Brady proudly show off 
their Headmaster’s Golden 
Apple Awards, received for out-
standing Honor Roll achieve-
ment at Washington Academy. 
Not pictured, but also receiving 
this award are Brittany Bigger 
and Joshua Spencer.

Senator Kevin Raye was 
the honored speaker at 
Washington Academy’s 21st 
Annual Academic Awards 
held at Kilburn Commons 
on the UMM campus in 
May 20, 2008. 

WA’s First Place Regional Envirothon Team: Mr. Sprangers, 
Will Guida ’08, Paul Jans ’11, Jonah Baskerville ’10
Not pictured: Robert Costa ’10, Arianna Sanborn ’10

The boy’s varsity tennis team competed all the way to the 
quarter finals this year.

The girl’s varsity tennis team were DAC champions!

Thanksgiving in New York City

February vacation at Sunday River

April vacation in Boston and at Six Flags New England



Memories
NEIL CURTIS CORBETT

A World War II veteran, inductee in 
the Maine Baseball Hall of Fame, 
father of the Quoddy Baseball 

League, and beloved husband of Allie 
Johnson Corbett, Neil Curtis Corbett died 
peacefully on January 27, 2008.

Neil, son of Willie and Velma Corbett, 
can be described as a true son of a light-
house keeper, spending more than 20 years 
living in keepers’ houses along the Maine 
Coast, until settling in at Little River Light-
house in Cutler Harbor, where his father 
Willie Corbett was keeper for 18 years, 
from 1921 through 1939. The Corbetts kept a cow, pigs and chickens 
on the island, a common practice at family lighthouse stations. Neil 
helped wind the clockwork mechanisms that turned the light and
sounded the fog bell. Both mechanisms required winding every few 
hours. One July there were 525 hours of fog -- “Golly, that was a lot 
of work!” he told Christopher Little, author of The Rockbound Coast. 
Willie spent 17 years as keeper at Little River, during which time Neil 
grew to love his adopted home of Cutler.

A huge par t  of 
Neil’s life in Cutler 
was baseball. And base-
b a l l  i n  D ownea s t 
Maine was king. Ev-
eryone would agree 
that that made Neil 
Corbett the king of 
baseball here. 

Jim Bauman in 
his book When Towns 
Had Teams, describes
this phenomenon best.

Behind every successful league, particularly leagues that had runs 
as long as the Quoddy League, are usually one or two individuals, who 
are capable of wearing many hats and giving of their time, so others 
can play.

Experience has shown that many of these men, at least in Maine, 
were people who weren’t players, but might have been coaches, or 
skilled in administration. Rarely in scouring the state does one find 
one man who successfully did it all; running the league, managing 
a team, as well as still being capable of competing as a key player, 
also- In town team baseball annals, one man who seemed to defy the 

constraints of time is Neil Corbett of Cutler.
Beginning in the 1950s and continuing in various roles for 

the next 40 years, Corbett kept baseball alive and well in Downeast 
Maine, long after many other similar leagues had folded.

Ask anyone who knows Downeast baseball about the Quoddy 
League and the first name that comes up will be Corbett’s. He got 
his start playing in Cutler on the local men’s team in the early 1930’s, 
at the age of 15. When the Quoddy League was formed in the 1950s, 
Corbett was in his mid-30s and past the age when many men have 
already decided competitive baseball is better suited for the youngsters. 
Corbett, however, had no thoughts at all about retiring as an active 
player. Instead, he continued to roam center field and hit cleanup for 
die Cardinals well into his 40s. Like Ted Ionta in Dixfield and Rumford, 
Corbett’s top physical condition allowed him to remain an active play-
er through the age of 67. Part of this was probably genetic, but part 
of it surely had to do with his livelihood as a lobster fisherman, which 
provided him with a wiry-body that seemed to defy the aging process.

Running an amateur or even semi-pro baseball team is a thank-
less job. From the late night meetings that take place in the preseason 
stages each spring, to the phone calls necessary to securing commit-
ments from players, to the toting of equipment, arranging umpires, 
all of it goes unnoticed and certainly unpaid. Add to that the respon-
sibilities of making sure that the six, eight, or 10 teams meet their 
commitments, drawing up schedules and the other responsibilities of 
running the league and you begin to understand the remarkable na-
ture of Neil Corbett. All of this could easily have been a full-time job 
for anyone else, but Corbett was 
still playing at the start and also 
lobstering six days per week!

The small town of Cutler, 
population 500, has an amazingly 
rich and varied baseball history. 
Corbett recalls his own father play-
ing in me late 1920s, at a crude 
field that existed up at the neck 
above town, which he termed “a 
heck of a place to play.” The re-
cords of the town indicate Cutler 
having an active baseball team go-
ing back to the late 1800s.

There was a Quoddy League 
that was very active in the area during the 1930s and 1940s up until 
the war. When the war came and the men left the small towns along 
the coast, the league died out and didn’t return until the mid-1950s. 

Cutler Cardinals

Fred Thurlow and Dave Pressley
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Corbett played baseball with various teams in Cutler, mostly known 
as the Cutler A.A., but it was the Cutler squad of the 1960s and their 
string of championships as the Cardinals that most locals talk about
when Cutler baseball is discussed. The Cardinals formed in 1956, when 
Corbett felt the time was right to get baseball started back up. They 
became league members along with the Dennysville Townies. They 
joined the Jonesboro Jets, Machias Bruins, Lubec Red Wings, Eastport 
Lobsters, Pembroke Hornets and the Dixie Eagles, making the Quoddy 
League strong with eight teams. As a result of a new structure to the 
league, regular Sunday afternoon crowds numbered 200-300, often 
exceeding the population of the home team’s town!

“We had a lot of baseball around here before the war,” said 
Corbett. “After the war, it took awhile to get things going again. There 
were the teams like the Dixie Eagles and the Eastport Lobsters, the 
Jonesboro boys; in the 1950s, all these other towns started up teams 
again like Dennysville and Addison. I knew Cutler needed to be in there 
again, too,” he said.

Despite being a very small town, Cutler’s townspeople supported 
their team like no other. Regardless of the day of the week, a game in 
Cutler was sure to bring a turnout of several hundred fans. “What 
made our team strong were the people in this town who were behind 
us,” said Corbett. “They loved baseball; when there was a game, I 
don’t care if it was Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, I don’t care 
when it was, you always had a good crowd,” he said.

Even at the end of the line, when the 
Quoddy League was struggling to stay alive in 
the 1990’s, Cutler was the one place where a 
good crowd was guaranteed.

There is no doubt that the fan support 
helped the Cardinals, particularly in the home 
games, but the team certainly had its share of 
talented ballplayers making up the annual Cut-
ler roster. Beginning in 1960, the Cardinals be-
gan one of the more remarkable runs by a town 
team or semi-pro club in the state, by-capturing 
13 out of 15 Quoddy League championships 
through the 1974 season. With a club made up 
of local players such as pitchers Stephen Cates 

and Corbett’s son Bill, slugging Howard McFadden, as well as other
offensive contributors like Mike Look (a strong hitter, who followed in 
his dad Leon’s footsteps), Bob Cates, Dick Purington, the Fitzhenry 
brothers (Stan and Sterling), Randy Faas (who also pitched) and 
catcher Bobby Bell, the Cutler ball club was a force in Quoddy base-
ball circles for over two decades.

The importance of town team baseball 
as a cultural phenomenon in Maine can’t be 
overemphasized, and nowhere is this more evi-
dent; than in the easternmost coastal hamlets 
of the state. In an example of the importance 
baseball occupied, as well as emphasizing some 
of the unique aspects of baseball played on
the jagged coastline of Maine, is Cutler’s ex-
cursion and goodwill journey over to Grand 
Manan Island, New Brunswick, in die sum-
mer of 1978.

The early morning July air was cool when 
the Cutler contingent of players, families and 
fans gathered at the dock, ready to squeeze aboard the small armada 
of fishing vessels making the journey of international proportions 
across the bay.

“Grand Manan is fourteen miles across the water,” said Corbett. 
“The island has a population of about 1,500 people. They used to play 
amongst themselves over there. By and by, there were a couple of boys 
come along, the Russell boys—they were good athletes in basketball; 
good baseball players too. I knew ‘em and we decided to play them. 
We decided to take three boats across. When we got there, we could 
see the cars lined up at the dock,” he said.

The locals had brought their cars down to the dock for each one 
of the players and their families. The folks on Grand Manan were ex-
cited to have a team come over and were extending island hospitality 
to their foes from the mainland.

“When we pulled up to the dock in Seal Cove, we could see all 
these cars sitting there,” said Corbett. “They told us, ‘those cars are 
for you to use for the day; just have ‘em back here by the end of the 
day,’” said Corbett. “They took us to the parks and had a cookout, 
took us around die island; we had wonderful day,” he said. “We beat 

‘em about 17-2 even though we were trying not to run up die score,”
he laughed. “The field was a unique one,” said Corbett. “The beach was 
just beyond the outfield, not too far away, so anything landing on the 
beach was a ground rule double. In the water was a home run. We hit 
quite a few into the water that day.”

The day was one filled with new friends, new places and a greater 
appreciation for the folks living on the 20-mile-long island just off 
the u.S. coast in Canada. For many of the Cutler contingent, this was 
their first visit to the island. This became the start of a semi-regular 
tradition between Cutler and island ball teams that would continue 
for several years, with the islanders visiting the mainland on several 
occasions to challenge the Cardinals at their home field.

Howard McFadden

Sterling Fitzhenry
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Over his 40-odd summers of playing, managing and caring for 
the league, similar to how a gardener tends his garden, Corbett saw 
many players come and go, including a good number of fathers and 
then later, their sons. Offering four decades of downeast perspective 
on the league and some of its better and more highly skilled players, 
Corbett rifled through his memories to give the names of those players 
who were a measure above the rest.

“Well, the old Dixie team over there, they had two brothers, the 
Sawtelles—Ralph and Ashton,” said Corbett. “Ralph was a tremen-
dous hitter, as good as I saw in my early days of playing. Down in 
Dennysville, they had a good player, “Lippy” Cushing; his name was 
Vernon. He was a good ballplayer. Howard [McFadden] played with 
him and thought he was good enough to be in the hall of fame; he 
stopped playing too soon.”

Corbett mentioned the Jonesboro area 
as having some real good hitters, such as 
Cony Feeney and Gib Whitney; Eastport had 
the Norton brothers, Omar and Chick (both 
in the Maine Baseball Hall of Fame); Calais 
had the Camerons. Tony Tammaro from the 
Border League’s Woodland Red Sox, who 
would later go on to become a legend in 
Maine sports circles as an official in basket-
ball and baseball, was one of the best players 
to come out of an area of the state known 
for its ballplayers.

“I’ll tell you one fella’ that was a ballplayer,” said Corbett. “There’s 
a player we went against down to Campobello Island; he taught 
school on the island by the name of Tom Hendershot. They called us 
wanting to know if they could come over and play a game against 
us. Well, come to find out, this Hendershot had pitched in the Pitts-
burgh Pirates organization. They came over and we beat ‘em, 5-2.”

Corbett remembered that Hendershot could really throw and 
the only reason that Cutler had beat them at home was due to the 
Campobello catcher having so much trouble handling his pitches. 
Cutler returned the favor and headed over to Campobello the 
following Sunday to face the islanders and Hendershot again. On the 
return engagement, Cutler took only 10 players and the two teams 
were hooked up in a scoreless duel, which is where it stood in the 
third inning when Corbett came to bat with the bases loaded.

“I had decided I’d start that game because I wanted to face 
Hendershot to see if I could still hit the good pitching. My first at bat, 
with the bases loaded, he struck me out on a 3-2 count,” said Corbett. 

“Sure enough, I come up in the seventh inning, bases loaded again. 
Well, I knew what he was ‘gonna throw me from the first two at bats 
and I worked him 3-2 again. He threw a fastball and I hit it clear over 

the road and cleared the bases—we beat him 7-0. He came up to me 
after the game and said, ‘By gory, you played baseball somewhere 
else,’ I told him I’d played ball just around here; I told him that he’d 
brought that pitch in just a little too much,” chuckled Corbett.

“We was ‘gonna take a team up norm to Aroostook County and 
he was supposed to pitch for us in a night game; it fell through be-
cause he couldn’t make it—he’s still down to Campobello Island.”

When Corbett was asked how old he was when he homered off 
the former professional pitcher, he recalled he was around 42 years 
old. At that point, Corbett had outlasted many town team players by 
a decade or more, and was just warming up, as he’d continue for an-
other two decades and five years until he retired as an active player.

Corbett resigned as commissioner of the Quoddy League in the 
mid-1980’s, but still continued to manage the Cutler team, organize 
the administrative details and make sure that the Cutler ball field’s 
portable concession stand was well stocked with hot dogs and soda 
pop, as he’d done for decades.

Facing dwindling interest and prohibitive costs of sponsorship 
in an economically depressed area, the Quoddy League in the early 
1980’s was barely hanging on. Only Corbett’s determination kept base-
ball alive, Downeast. The league folded after die 1987 season, only to 
be revived in 1991, where it struggled on until the end of 1998.

In 1994, during a game against the Peter Dana Point Indians, a 
player shortage forced the 78-year-old manager into the Cardinal line 
up. The amazing Corbett went 0 for 2, but reached base via an error 
and played errorless ball at first base, five decades after most players 
had long before hung up their spikes!

While the general consensus remains that town team baseball in 
most areas of rural Maine is dead and won’t be revived, Corbett holds 
a contrary opinion.

“If the right people got involved and you started it slow, I think 
it could catch on again and build,” said Corbett. “We had enough 
interest last summer (in Cutler) to field a team and played a handful 
of games,” he said.

While it remains to be seen if baseball will make a comeback, if 
it did, it would require men with the character and selfless determina-
tion of a Neil Corbett to make it happen. Someone who was willing 
to make phone calls, rake and line the field, gather sponsors, and gen-
erally do most of everything. Based on the current shortage of indi-
viduals like Corbett willing to step forward and revive baseball, it’s 
dubious that baseball will come back anytime soon in these dormant 
areas of the state.

Maine no longer has men like Don Bowman, Howard McFadden 
and Neil Corbett. unlike current-day players, who embrace baseball 
for a season or two after high school or college and then retire to week-
end Softball leagues and baseball on television, these former players’ 

Neil Corbett continued...

Chick Norton
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Stephen Cates, outstanding citizen of the Town of Cutler, will be 
inducted into the Maine Baseball Hall of Fame on August 17, 2008 
in Portland. Family and friends will proudly witness the ceremony.

Stephen Cates pitched four years for the Washington Acad-
emy Raiders, went on to pitch while studying at the university of 
Maine-Machias, and continued in the semi-pro Quoddy Leagues, 
playing for the Cutler Cardinals, with many others from the Down-
east area. Below is an excerpt from a Bangor Daily News article 
that appeared on June 14, 1968.

Stephen is the second oldest of Jasper and Isabel’s five chil-
dren-Wayne, the oldest, now lives in Massachusetts; Cynthia and 
Brian make their homes in Cutler, and Kim lives with her family 
in East Machias. Pauline and Stephen, who live in Cutler, have 
two children-Stephen, who resides in North Carolina and works 
in the airline industry; and Joanna and her husband Tony who re-
side in Brewer. They have two beautiful daughters, Alexa and Alana.

Cates Little, Record Big
By Hugh Lord

There were some excellent school-

boy pitchers around eastern Maine 

during the season recently completed-

but top honors in that category have 

to go to 5-4 ½ towhead from East 

Machias.
The diminutive hurler is Wash-

ington Academy’s Steve Cates, who 

amazed Washington County fans with 

a blazing fast ball and tricky assort-

ment of breaking stuff in leading his 

Raiders to two straight County titles 

and three straight West-Washington 

County Championships.

In racking up an 8-0 record during 

the season just past, Stevie finished 

with the almost unheard of earned 

run average of 0.33, allowing only two 

earned runs in those eight games!

Numbered among the little south-

paw’s victories was one no-hitter-the 

rest were all one-, two-, or three-hit-

ters, including a one-hit, 5-0 shutout 

of Calais to win the County crown.

In his 54 innings of pitching 

during this past season, Stevie struck 

out 97, walked only 18, and gave up 

only 12 hits, an average of 1½ hits 

per game.
“This was all done against the 

best teams we played,” Washington 

Academy Coach Harlan Dobbins said 

this week.
“In four years of pitching for the 

Washington Academy team,” said 

Dobbins, “Stevie has never pitched 

any way but exceptional, with not 

even one bad inning.”…

June 14, 1968

passion kept them keenly involved in the year-to-year unfolding of a 
time and a place fading into the dimly lit annals of oral history and 
the stories of a better time.

It’s unlikely that local baseball will ever make a comeback and 
reach the place and position that it at one time held. Because of this, 

it only makes the love and 
passion that Bowman, Mc-
Fadden, Corbett and the 
many other men had for 
town team baseball even 
more remarkable, gazing 
back to the time when 
towns and teams were a 
major part of small town 
life in Maine. n

LEGiSLATiVE RECoRD - hoUSE APPENDiX
December 6, 2000 to December 3, 2002

Neil Corbett, an outstanding citizen of the Town of Cutler, 
was inducted into the Maine Baseball Hall of Fame on July 7, 
2002 in Portland. Eighty-nine family members and friends from 
Maine to Texas proudly witnessed the ceremony. Mr. Corbett was
born in 1916 in Roque Bluffs, the son of a lighthouse keeper, and 
was a lobsterman by trade and an avid supporter of league base-
ball in Downeast Maine. His baseball career began when his family 
moved from Little River Lighthouse to the Cutler mainland where 
he played for the local team. For more than 65 years, he served 
as a player, manager, umpire, commissioner and benefactor. After 
serving in the Army during World War II, he returned to assist 
in creating Quoddy League baseball, becoming its commissioner 
in 1960 and serving in that office for more than 20 years. He re-
mains committed to keeping county baseball a respected sport 
in Downeast Maine. We send our congratulations to him upon 
his receiving this award. He is the personification of small-town 
America at its best. (HLS 1440)

Stephen Cates ‘68 to be Honored 
by Maine Baseball Hall of Fame
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Dear Washington Academy Today,

Highlighting the Albee-Richardson Building in this newsletter has inspired us, the five surviving sisters and 
brother of Stephen Richardson, to let you know how we are all doing after all these years. First we would like 
to say that Washington Academy gave us a solid educational foundation from which we were able to continue 
our education and build our careers. Not only did we get an outstanding high school education but we were 
also taught social lessons, morals, and values which remain with us all today. These have been instrumental in 
helping us navigate through our lives and our chosen professions.

Lee Richardson - Class of 1967
I have a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting, 1981, from the University of Maine Machias. I’m a 27-year 
employee of the Maine Department of Health and Human Services in Augusta and I currently manage the 
eight people who make up the Quality Assurance Unit for the State. I enjoy fly fishing, riding my motorcycle, 
and visiting my son, David Richardson MSW, LCSW, (WA class of 1988) on Cape Cod, MA. My favorite 
teacher was Bill Vasquez.

Sharon Richardson Peacock - Class of 1968
I started out as an LPN in 1972 in Albany, New York, and went on to Registered Nurse with a Diploma 
from St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in Bangor in 1979. Then I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 1990 
and a Master’s Degree in Counseling in 1993 from the University of Maine in Orono. For the past 16 years 
I have worked in a private practice in Old Town specializing in trauma, and have been a licensed clinical 
professional counselor for 14 years. I love kayaking, hiking, snowshoeing, and being at my camp on Brandy 
Pond with my son, Christopher, and my four grandchildren, Stephen, Aidan, Hannah, and Lilly. My favorite 
WA Teacher was Mollie Beam.

Brenda Richardson Thompson - Class of 1970
I have a Bachelor of Science degree in Education, 1983, Master’s Degree in Counseling, 1993, and a Certificate 
of Advanced Study, 2000, from the University of Southern Maine. I have worked in education for 26 years, 
15 years as a school counselor at the P.W. Sugg Middle School in Lisbon, Maine. I have been a licensed clinical 
professional counselor for 14 years. I have one son, Dain, who lives on Cape Cod, and one daughter, Heather, 
who lives in Los Angeles. I enjoy reading, walking, my dog, traveling, spending time on my boat, and keeping 
fit. I have been happily married to Jim for 32 years. My favorite WA teacher was Mrs. Talbot.

Susan Richardson Small - Class of 1974
I have a Bachelor of Science degree in Education, 2003, from the University of Maine at 
Machias. I taught two years at the Eastport Elementary School and I’ve 
been teaching for the past three years at Peter Dana Point 
Reservation in Princeton. I enjoy hiking, kayaking, horse-
back riding and spending time with my son, Justin, 
and my daughter, Meagan, and two grandsons, 
Caleb and Ryland, of Grafton, NH. I’ve been 
married for 33 years to Gary Small of 
Lubec. My favorite Teacher - Mr. Holmes.

Cheryl Richardson St. Louis - 
Class of 1977
I have a Bachelor of Science in 
Community Health Education, 
1986, from the University of 
Maine at Machias and As-
sociate Degree in Nursing 
from Collin County Com-
munity College in Texas, 
1995. I work as a Regis-
tered Nurse at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Bangor. I 
have two sons, Evan (U.S. 
Naval Nuclear Propul-
sion School), Daniel, and 
one grandson, Dante. I 
enjoy family, camping, 
and outdoor activities 
with my husband, Roger. 
My favorite pets are cats 
and my favorite teacher 
was Mr. Grant.

The Albee-Richardson Building
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How It Got Its Name
No doubt there are students at Washington 
Academy, and many people in and around 
East Machias for that matter, who do not 
know the story behind the names on the
Albee-Richardson Building. Who are these 
two people, Albee and Richardson, and what 
did they do to achieve such tribute? Even 
though it happened many years ago and prob-
ably isn’t talked about much anymore, it will 
always remain a significant event in the history 
of WA and of the town.

On November 15, 1964, when I was a 
14 year old freshman at WA, my brother, 
Stephen Richardson, and my cousin, Ronald 
Albee, lost their lives in a drowning accident 
on Hadley’s Lake. Both were 18 year old seniors 
who were due to graduate the following June 
1965. They have been up lake at the family 
hunting camp. They were in a small boat, with 
a deer, coming down the lake on a cold and 
very windy Sunday morning during hunting 
season. My father and my 15 year old brother, 
Lee Richardson (1967), were in another boat 
ahead of them. Steve and Ronnie’s boat cap-
sized and their precious lives were lost that day.

As some may recall, it took two days to 
recover Steve’s body and seven days to find 
Ronnie’s. The Albee and Richardson families 
were beyond devastation. The day after Ronnie 
was found, the lake froze over. Two separate 
funerals were held at the Methodist Church 
for the boys, standing room only. School was 
closed on both days to allow the students, 
faculty, and staff to attend, and most did.

So, who were they, Stephen and Ronnie? 
You will find their pictures in the 1965 WA 
yearbook. They were two wonderful, hand-
some, well-liked, and intelligent boys who 
were full of life and plans for their future.
They were worshipped by their families and 
girlfriends, and loved and respected by their 
teachers and their many friends. Their deaths 
changed the lives of all of us, and of East
Machias itself. Although it happened 43 years 
ago, it remains a difficult subject for the 
family to talk about. They are buried in the
little Hadley’s Lake Cemetery overlooking the 
lake they both loved so much.

Sharon Richardson Peacock
Class of 1968



Alumni News & Notes
‘55 Douglas (Johnny) and Betty Coffin will 

be hosting a joint reunion and buffet for 
the classes of 1945, 1955, and 1956 at their home 
in Bucks Harbor on Friday, August 1, 2008 at 
3:00 PM. Invitations will be mailed in June to class 
members. Please contact Doug at (207) 255-3407 
or cell (207) 632-9939 if you have any questions.

‘85 Dawn (olsen) Martini is retired after 
20 years in the Navy’s medical field. She 

specialized in X-Ray/Sonography. She is now resid-
ing in Pennsylvania with her husband of 20 years, 
James, and her two boys Brandon and Michael.

‘87 Leslie A. Day earned her degree in Ar-
chitecture from Illinois Institute of Tech-

nology in 1992. In 2007, Leslie became the owner 
of her own architectural business, Sutter-Day Archi-
tects, located in Libertyville, Illinois. She is now 
pursuing architectural licensure in the state of 
Wisconsin. In her spare time, Leslie volunteers 
for Save a Pet- a non-profit, no kill animal shelter, 
and is on the Board of Directors of Youth Build- 
an organization which helps troubled young peo-
ple get their GED and learn the carpentry trade.

‘95 Sam Bradshaw and spouse Lesley are 
the happy parents of a daughter, Julia 

Sartonia Bradshaw, born January 14, 2008 in 
Sacramento, CA. 

Scott Lingley married Christina Dziorny of 
Mineola, New York on July 3, 2005. They recently 
had twins, Jacqueline Marie Lingley, 5 lb 13 oz. 
19 in., and Mackenzie Ella Lingley, 6 lb. 8 oz. 20 
in. on February 1, 2008. Congratulations! Scott is 
currently working as a manager for Bed Bath and 
Beyond in Portland, Maine. He and his wife re-

Jacqueline and Mackenzie Lingley

university College of Medicine to continue her edu-
cation to become a cardiologist or a neuroscientist.

’07 Soo Ji Lee came to Washington Academy 
in 2005 from Korea. Over spring break, 

she stopped by WA for a visit. She is currently at-
tending George Washington university, majoring 
in International Business. As she sat and talked 
with us during her visit, she stated, “WA prepared 
me for college, especially my AP Calculus class. 
Mr. Rensema was a great teacher and a very nice 
person”. Soo Ji is getting ready to finish her first 
year of college, and loves the city life.

cently moved back to Maine after living in New 
York for a year and Florida for 18 months. They 
currently reside in Buxton.

’04 Kristin Song at-
tended college 

after graduating at Ly-
coming College in Wil-
liamsport, Pennsylvania 
majoring in Biological 
Science. In 2006, she 
decided to transfer to 
Drexel university in Phila-
delphia where she now majors 
in Biomedical Science (a five year program with co-
op) and minors in Chemistry. She is anticipating a 
December 2008 graduation! Looking back on her 
high school days, she remembers taking an AP bi-
ology class with Mr. Ausprey which provided her 
a great support to pursue her medical career. After 
graduation, she is planning to continue her OPT 
as an assistant at Spinal Doctor’s office in Philadel-
phia. After that, she would like to go to Washington 

in Memoriam
Georgia (Seavey) Carlow ’26  1/18/08

Hazel (Hall) Welch ’32 3/13/08

Jean (MacLaughlin) Denbow ’33  
 3/17/08

Harland H. Gardiner ’35 4/7/08

Sarah (Jestings) Lund ’38 4/18/08

Jean (Ackley) Trainor ’49
Velma (Huntley) Grant ’57 3/29/08

Leonard R. Young ’63 2/28/08

Tammy (Huffman) Cunningham ’76 
 4/11/08

Katie (Brady) Cabana ’96 1/23/08

Neil Corbett P ’63, P ’67, P ’79
 1/27/08
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Marta Stefanska ‘00
After graduating in 2000 at WA, I went back to Germany and studied computer science for 2 years. I received 
my diploma and then I decided to focus more on my languages because my teachers from high school and from the computer 
science school told me I should do something with my languages, I speak 4 of them (German, Polish, English and French). So 

I moved to Cologne, Germany and enrolled at the University of Applied Sciences and studied Multilingual Communications 
for 3 years. It was a great program, mainly translating between English, German and French but also lots of business admin 

courses to give us in insight. The program also involved a mandatory study abroad semester which all students had to organize 
on their own. It was free to us where we wanted to go, there were a few rules that we had to follow as to how many courses we had 

to take minimum and how long we had to stay abroad. But it was basically up to us to go away for one semester and explore. I chose Sydney, 
Australia! Many months of planning and organizing (courses in Sydney, accommodation in Sydney, finances, sub-lease my apartment in 
Germany for 6 months, etc.) but I finally made it! What a great experience! I studied Bilingualism and Biculturalism, Second Language 
Acquisition and Psychology for about 6 months and it was the best time of my life. The atmosphere, the people, the country, everything was 
perfect. I was there from July until December, so spring till summer and it was just amazing. After graduation, I came to Canada to be 
with my boyfriend Simon whom I actually met in Australia. So I have been here in Vancouver ever since July 2006 and I am loving it. The 
first year I was working for a Media agency doing media buying and I met a lot of great people there. But then, unfortunately, my visa was 
running out and we decided to apply for my permanent residency here in Canada. I wasn’t able to work for the past 6 months (processing 
time for permanent residencies) and now I finally received my approval along with a work permit. So everything seems to be going the right 
direction. Last fall we also purchased our first home together, Simon and myself, so we will be moving in this fall.

This has been my journey for the past 8 years... many people always tell me that I do not have a German accent at all when speaking 
English and I always refer to spending time in Maine when I was younger and you learn to speak without an accent. So my time at 
Washington Academy comes up now and then and I believe it helped me to decide towards a degree in communications. Languages are my 
passion. Even though I do not plan on working as a translator full time, I do plan on getting my certification in Canada and translating 
part time from home.
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Campaign News

...Lasts a Lifetime

An Education that...

The 2007-2008 annual fund is right on track to 
reach its goal of $50,000 by June 30, 2008. Thanks to the 
very generous support of alumni, friends, businesses, parents, 
faculty and staff of WA.

This year we have the continued commitment from 
Machias Savings Bank to offer its matching challenge to first 
time donors and donors that increase their gift from last year. 
This has already resulted in more first time donors than ever. 
Their gifts along with Machias Savings Bank’s match added 
twice the value to the annual fund. In addition, many have 
increased their donation this year to take advantage of the 
Bank’s generosity. We thank everyone who has supported 
this year’s fund so far. 

1792 Founders Society Members for 2008:
Robert C. Bergeron ‘65  $2,000
Linnie Crane ‘37  $1,000
Cherryfield Foods  $1,000
Valerie Stimpson ‘47         $1,500
Border Electric                  $1,000

Special Gifts
Bangor Hydro Electric Company donated $1,000 to 

WA to be used toward the expansion of the Cates Dormitory. 
We received our second in 

kind donation of a sailboat through 
the Boat Donation Program at WA. 
Mr. Clifton Page of East Blue Hill 
donated his 1968 Cal 25 for use by 
the Marine Technologies Program. 

This sailboat, which comes with a complete set of sails, will
provide hands-on training in sanding and re-finishing, as well 
as seamanship skills, and carries a value of $2,000.

Legacy Circle
The Washington Academy’s Legacy Circle invites those 

who want to make a lasting impact on the students at the 
Academy by insuring that support is long-lasting. Planned 
gifts, including bequests, gifts of stocks, annuities, and trusts 
allow you to make that all important gift to WA.

Capital Campaign News
Washington Academy’s first Capital Campaign, Tomor-

row Begins Today, is now entering its Leadership Gift phase, 
having concluded the first phase of the campaign, the Ad-
vance Gifts, in January. To date, over $250,000 has been 
raised through Advance Gifts.

The Leadership Gift Committee is being chaired by WA 
Trustees Nick Lemieux and Traci Sanborn. It is anticipated 
that this phase will continue through the summer months 
and into the fall.

Tomorrow Begins Today is raising funds for capital pro-
jects on the WA campus that include a two-level Arts & 
Music Center addition to the Gardner gym. This addition 
will not only house the art and music programs, but will 
have room for six additional classrooms, giving WA much 
needed space for its student population. Athletic improve-
ments including plans to build four tennis courts and a 
cross country trail are also part of this campaign.
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GOAL

Douglas E. Strout Memorial Scholarship Fund
Douglas E. Strout, 20, son of Emery D. and Sharon 

Strout, passed away on December 4, 2007. 
He graduated from Washington Academy in 2005, 

and was, at the time of his death, in his third year of 
study at the university of Maine-Machias. His family 
has set up a memorial scholarship fund in his name. 
Donations in Dougie’s memory can be made to WA.

The following individuals and businesses have 
given in memory of Dougie, for a total of $1,910, thus 
far. The Strout family thanks everyone who has given.

Ms. Linda James
Virginia R. Hodge Abstracting, Inc.
CES, Inc.
Hancock County Registry of Deeds
Ms. Bernice Look
Ms. Nancy Beal
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Davis
Mr. John Churchill, Attorney at Law
Ms. Ann O’Brien and Mr. John Shaw
Ms. Donna Crocker and Mr. Ricky Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Emery D. Strout
Washington Academy Trustees
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wood
Harrington Baptist Church
County of Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. James Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Hanscom
Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lingley
Ms. Mary Jane Good, Esq.
Ms. Barbara Sawyer and Ms. Lillian Gallant
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Smith
Mr. Gregory Smith
Mr. Frank L. Foster, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Wood
Mr. Thomas Potter
Ms. Joanna Strout
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  Friday, September 19, 2008
 9 am - 5 pm Campus Tours/Open House
 9 am – 5 pm Alumni Welcome/Information Booth
 1:30 pm – 2:10 pm Pep Rally
 4:30 pm – 5:15 pm Parade
 5:30 pm Homecoming Game

 Homecoming Bonfire with DJ & music following the game

  Saturday, September 20, 2008
 7 am – 9:30 am Road Race
 9 am – 5 pm Campus Tours/Open House
 9 am – 5 pm Alumni Welcome/Information Booth
 12 pm – 1:30 pm Alumni Awards Lunch
 1:30 pm – 5 pm Time for classes to have their 
  personal get-togethers
 5 pm  Alumni Reunion Dinner: An Evening
  of Elegance
 5 pm-6 pm Social Hour
 6 pm- 10 pm Dinner and Entertainment
 

  Sunday, September 21, 2008
 11 am – 4 pm Golden Raider Society Golf Classic
 1 pm-4 pm  “See You Later Raider” Social at 
  Barren View Golf Clubhouse 
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Reply Info for Homecoming/Alumni Reunion “Evening of Elegance” Dinner

Names             Class

Address

 Dues $10 (if not previously paid)
 ($5 for Alumni classes 2004-2008)

 Number of People

 Dinner Tickets $20 each

 ToTAL

Buffet-style Meal Choices

   Sliced roast pork w/stuffing & gravy

  Grilled boneless chicken breast

  Oven baked vegetable lasagna

Please indicate number of meal choices for each person attending.
   Please indicate here to request assistance during the dinner

In order to insure a proper count for the caterer, please reply no later than September 12, 2008. Please mail completed 
form and your check to PO Box 466, East Machias, ME 04630. If you have not paid your biennial dues yet, you may 
include them with your dinner check, made payable to Washington Academy Alumni Association.



Alumni/Development Office
PO Box 190

East Machias, ME 04630
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Washington Academy has a very limited number of 2008 yearbooks available for sale. 
They are $45 each and can be purchased on a first-come, first-served basis by calling the Development Office at 
(207) 255-8301, x. 208.

ATTENTION ALUMNI!!

The Golden Raider Society
Young alumni make a huge difference. By 
making a gift to the school that means 
the most to you, you can help insure 
that tomorrow’s students have the same 
opportunities you did.

The Golden Raider Society lets you get 
started on membership in an elite group of 
WA alums known as Golden Raiders.

Golden Raiders are alumni who have made 
a gift to the Academy every year since 
graduation. It doesn’t matter how much 
you give, just that you make a gift each 
year and stay golden!

If you miss a year, you can always “buy 
it back” for $10 per year. For more 
information on buying back years, or which 
years you’ve missed, e-mail devoffice@
washingtonacademy.org, or call us at 
207/255-8301, x. 208 or 209.

w w w. w a s h i n g t o n a c a d e m y. o r g

August at WA
  Saturday, August 2, 2008

Tours of the school will be available 

 10:00 am Annual Trustee Meeting
 11:00 am Social Time (includes light 
  refreshments) ALL ALUMNI 
  INVITED!
 12:00 pm Trustee Tea and Donor 
  Recognition Awards Ceremony 
  (Trustee Awards,  Donor 
  Recognition Awards, 
  50th Reunion presentations)
 2:00 pm Alumni Association Biennial 
  Business Meeting


