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“Supporting Success” is a school-wide
theme or a challenge that I established for this
year. As we strive to prepare students for life
after Washington Academy we realize that dif-
ferent students need different types of support
in order to be successful. We now receive students
from 25 Maine towns and 10 countries. They all
come with very different educational experiences.

The WA Faculty has incorporated the
“Supporting Success” motto into their everyday
teaching life and we have implemented some
new programs to help make this motto a reality.
Students who are below grade level in math-
ematics have an opportunity to attend “Math
Lab” where they will receive instruction in basic
math skills as well as attending their regular
math class. Students who are below grade level

in English have an opportunity to attend “English Lab” where they will receive instruction
in spelling, grammar, vocabulary and the writing process as well as attending their
regular English class. 

Our Certified Nurses Aid Program has moved from an after school program to a two-
period class during sixth and seventh period each day. The majority of last year’s CNA
graduates are either in nursing school or working in the medical field.

Freshmen students who have demonstrated a high level of achievement in English have
an opportunity to enroll in our new “Honors English” class where they will be challenged
even beyond our already rigorous English curriculum. We have also added a college level
statistics course to our extensive math curriculum to afford our students exposure to college
level work right here on the WA campus without having to travel to a college campus.

With all juniors in Maine being required to take the Scholastic Aptitude Test or SAT
on April 1 of this school year, we are making special efforts to prepare students for this test.
Teachers are integrating past SAT assessment questions into their curriculum to make
students more familiar with the types of questions on the SAT test. They are integrating
literacy across our curriculum and they are striving to teach students to be more critical
thinkers, a skill essential for the test and for success throughout their lives.

Our goal is to have a school that has increased rigor and increased support, so that
students can achieve at higher levels in a comprehensive curriculum that addresses the
needs of all students.

The contributions of Alumni and friends have been the driving force that has allowed
us to establish vital new programs each year at Washington Academy. Please join me in
“Supporting Success” for each student at the Academy by making a gift to this year’s Ninth
Annual Giving Campaign, “Supporting Success and Building Community,” and as always
your donations are appreciated because they really make a difference.

Sincerely,

Judson McBrine, Headmaster

Headmaster McBrine will be traveling to several regions around the
country to meet with Alumni this winter. If you would be willing to host
an Alumni get-together in your home, if you would be willing to help
coordinate one, or if you would just like to attend, you should contact him
at: headmaster@washingtonacademy.org or (207) 255-8301 ext. 205



O
n her graduation day this past June, Amanda Holmes knew where
she was going to college but had yet to know of the gift she was
soon to be given. At the end of July she was informed that she

was receiving a scholarship that would pay for all four years of tuition
at Husson College. Cathy Murray, an employee in the Student Accounts
office, bestowed this gift upon her.

Husson offers academic programs in the schools of Business,
Education, Health, and Science and Humanities. Husson offers full
scholarships to its employees’ children and also to employees that do
not have children. For every ten years of service to Husson College,
all childless employees are given the opportunity to send someone to
school tuition free.

Cathy Murray graduated from Machias High School in 1989.  In
the fall of 1992 she decided to move to Holden and began working at
Husson College. Cathy now works in the Student Accounts department.

It was a regular day when Cathy was getting the million daily
phone calls of people paying their bills, asking questions about their
accounts, or parents asking for their children’s account. One mother
called to pay her daughter’s tuition deposit when Cathy asked where
they were from. The mother said her daughter’s name was Amanda
Holmes. She explained how her daughter went to Washington academy
and “something clicked in my mind” says Cathy, “I knew them from
back home.” Cathy had done the traditional dreaded summer job that
almost everyone that lives in Washington County does. She raked
blueberries with Amanda’s father, Ronny, when they were younger.
While she was on the phone “A bell went off in my head…this would
be a good candidate to sponsor.” 

Cathy has been at Husson for 13 years and in all that time she
had never sponsored anyone. She thought it would be a good oppor-

tunity for her to help someone from Washington County. Cathy is
happy at Husson College. She doesn’t picture herself doing anything
different, and she says “I am happy they chose me to work here 13
years ago, I enjoy working, and helping students as much as I can.” 

Amanda Holmes didn’t know who Cathy Murray was before she
was given this great opportunity. Amanda is pursuing a degree in nurs-
ing and is looking to stay in Maine after she graduates. Right now she
feels she will return to the Machias area after she has completed her
schooling. Amanda is the daughter of Ronny and Barbie Hammond
Holmes of Machiasport.  

Amanda really enjoys being at Husson. She likes the fact that it
is a small college with a community feel. She said, “I feel like I’m back
at high school.” Amanda is glad that she has gotten to know Cathy
Murray through this experience. They have become good friends and
Amanda stops in to see Cathy every Friday.

Amanda Holmes .......................Husson College

Cathy Murray and Amanda Holmes

Greetings from the Alumni Association! The school year
is in full swing and the Holidays are fast approaching here at
Washington Academy. I’d like to welcome another class to our
ranks as this school year gets under way and would like to en-
courage all alumni to start making plans for next summer’s re-
union. As a reminder, we are now celebrating your 5 year reunion,
in addition to the traditional classes of every 10 years and 25 years.

I will make the schedule available for the upcoming re-
union as soon as it is finalized. So, be sure to make plans for the
auction, business meeting, Trustee Tea and Awards, social time
and of course the banquet with entertainment. Also, keep an eye
on WA’s website, www.washingtonacademy.org, for updates and
other interesting alumni happenings. If anyone has suggestions
for the upcoming reunion, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

In January, postcards will be sent as reminders for regular
dues. Dues are only $10.00, once every two years and only $5.00
for those of you newly graduated members of less than 5 years.

CLASS GROUPS TO BE HONORED:
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From the Alumni Association President

Dean McGuire
Alumni Association President

Trustees Welcome 

New Board Members
At their annual summer meeting, the Trustees of Washington

Academy welcomed David Eldridge ’85 and Dean McGuire ’99 as
members of the Board.

David Eldridge graduated from Washington Academy in 1985.
He went on to study at the University of Maine at Machias, earning a
bachelor’s degree in business administration in 1991. Dave is currently
taking classes from the National School of Banking. He has worked at
Machias Savings Bank for 13 years and holds the title of Vice Presi-
dent of Commercial Banking.

When asked his feeling on joining the Board, Dave said, “I have
been impressed with the growth of the Academy in recent years and
look forward to the opportunity to help the school sustain this growth.
I have a vested interest in the success of the school as I have three
children that will someday be attending.”  He currently resides in Cutler
with his wife Donna and their children Emily (11) and twins Eagan
and Elyssa (6).

Dean McGuire graduated from Washington Academy in 1999.
He attended college at the University of Maine at Machias, graduating
in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree in business management and market-
ing. He worked at Machias Savings Bank for five years and was recently
with the Horace Mann Company. He is currently self-employed.

When he was asked about his feelings on joining the Board,
Dean said, “I was excited to be asked to join the Board. Washington
Academy gave me a great education and I want to use this opportu-
nity to give back to the Academy.” Dean resides in East Machias.

David Eldridge

Dean McGuire

1 YEAR: 05-06

5 YEAR: 00-01

10 YEAR: 95-96

20 YEAR: 85-86

25 YEAR: 80-81

30 YEAR: 75-76

40 YEAR: 65-66

50 YEAR: 55-56

60 YEAR: 45-46

70 YEAR: 35-36
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Washington Academy
SCHOLARS

In Honor of
RUTH LEUBECKER

For several years now, Ruth Gaddis Leubecker has helped us with our alumni newsletters. Her articles about alumni have been infor-
mative and interesting, and she has been a dependable mainstay for us. Now we are turning the spotlight on her.

Ruth grew up in East Machias, two doors down from Washington Academy. Her parents were both graduates of WA, Francis Gaddis
’34 and Nellie Hanscom Gaddis ’40. Ruth attended WA until 1959 when she moved out of the area with her husband. She returned to
East Machias twelve years ago after living in Singapore and Maryland. Two years ago she retired from Machias Savings Bank and has
devoted much of her time to writing for the Machias Valley News Observer and for the Downeast Community Hospital, as well as serving
on the Eastern Task Force on Aging and the Downeast Community Hospital Auxiliary. She has graciously given her time and effort to us,
and we appreciate all she has done.

Tess Mattraw Lindsay Nevala

T
ess Mattraw and Lindsay Nevala have been named Commended Students in the 2006
National Merit Scholarship Program. A letter of Commendation from the school and
National Merit Scholarship Corporation, which conducts the program, was presented

by Mr. McBrine to these scholastically talented students.
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for

their exceptional academic promise. Commended Students placed among the top five percent
of more than one million students who entered the 2006 competition by taking the 2004
Preliminary SAT/ National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

A spokesperson for the National Merit Program commented, “It is important to
acknowledge the attainments of academically talented students and to credit schools for the
key role they play in their development. We hope the recognition received by these able
young men and women who are commended in this rigorous, nationwide competition will
encourage them to take advantage of opportunities for higher education and to diligently
pursue their professional goals.”

Tess was recently honored with two other awards. She placed among the top 50 students
on the 2005 grade 11 Maine Educational Assessment (MEA). She received this achievement
based on her combined scores from the reading, writing, mathematics, and science and tech-
nology subtests. All 4th, 8th, and 11th graders in the state of Maine take the MEAs. Tess has
also been cited as a winner in the 2005 National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)
Achievement Awards in Writing. The 48th annual NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing
recognizes writing excellence based on students’ samples of their own best prose or verse
and on impromptu themes that are written under supervision.

Tess Mattraw is the daughter of Hollis Mattraw and Karen Kimball of East Machias
and Lindsay Nevala is the daughter of Charles and Rosemary Nevala of Machiasport.

2006 National
Merit Scholars

By Margaret Gardner
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Jacqueline Marshall ‘01
Jacqueline is currently in the U.S Air Force as a Services Appren-
tice. The military definition of her job is managing and directing
services programs, operations, and retail operations. It supervises
and works in appropriated fund (APF) food service activities; lodg-
ing activities and services readiness programs. It also operates and
supervises automated information management systems. She joined
in September of 2001 and started boot camp November 18, 2001.
She graduated on January 4, 2002 and then headed for technical
school. In May of 2002 she was put on the deployment team for
a 7/8 rotation and headed on her first deployment. She headed to
Shakisha Air Base, Bahrain near Saudi Arabia.

Caleb Hawkins ‘03
Caleb joined the U.S. Army and
was first trained as a Heavy Equip-
ment Operator. Then at Ft. Polk,
Louisiana Caleb was also trained
as a field medic. He has most re-
cently been using these abilities
in Louisiana working on cleanup
efforts following the devastating
hurricanes that have affected that
area. Caleb and Ashley Smith, a

2004 graduate of Washington Academy, were married on June
12, 2004. Caleb has been deployed to Iraq   

Michael R. Marzoll ‘03
Just a few short weeks after graduation Michael reported for
basic training in Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri where he enlisted
in the U.S. Army. Since his graduation from boot camp in
November of 2003, Michael has worked as a combat engineer
and has served one tour of duty in Iraq. Upon his return from
Iraq in May of 2004, he married Jamie Conder from Iowa and
they are residing on base at Fort Leonard Wood. They are cur-
rently considering the possibility of reenlisting or possibly moving
back home to Maine.

Barret Carven ‘02
Barret has just returned from

his second tour of duty in Iraq. He will
be completing his fourth year with the
Marine Corps in July 2006. Barret re-
cently received two Presidential Cita-
tions for his unit’s work in the Al
Nasiriyah campaign and also in the res-
cue of Private Jessica Lynch.  

Barret looks back with great ap-
preciation on his time in the Marine
Vocational Education Program with
Mr. Richmond and Mr. Tuttle. “It was

his passion,” his father tells us. He was also active at Washington
Academy in soccer as goalie, boxing and baseball, where he was
known to hit a few homeruns.  

Barret is serving with the 32nd. India Company stationed at
Camp Lejune, N.C. when he is in the United States. For a young
man growing up on the clam flats of Machiasport, to the desert
sands of Iraq, and making such an important contribution to our
country’s effort to bring democracy to Iraq in Operation Freedom,
Barret is certainly an inspiring role model to the present student
body at Washington Academy.  

Jason Ramsdell ‘01
Jason enlisted in the Navy in 2001
and is working as an E-3. He is cur-
rently stationed in Norfolk, VA. wait-
ing for deployment. 

Rob Abrams ’03
Rob is presently stationed at Fort Richardson in Anchorage,
Alaska. He is in the airborne division of the army. Recently he was
assigned to a mission in the mountain region of Australia.   

Peter H. Rensema, Jr. ‘04
March 9, 2005, Private Peter H. Rensema, Jr. was sworn

into the Army by his father, Colonel (Ret.) Peter H. Rensema,
United States Air Force, at a private ceremony at the Machias
Army recruiting office on Main Street.

Col. Rensema, now "Mr. Rensema" at Washington Acad-
emy, is the physics and calculus teacher. Private Second Class
Rensema is a 2004 graduate of the Academy, currently complet-
ing training at Fort Gordon, Georgia.

ALUMNI WHO ARE 
ACTIVE DUTY VETERANS:

Caleb Hawkins ‘03
H.C. 71, Box 294
Wesley, ME  04686

Victor Hawkins ‘03
located in Mosul, Iraq as an MP

Second tour of duty there.
H.C.R. 71, Box 295
Wesley, ME  04686

Jason Ramsdell ‘01
P.O. Box 31

Pembroke, ME  04666

Tommy Brown ‘86
U.S. Army Recruiter
801 Cooper Highway
Cooper, ME  04657

Robert Baker ‘02
152nd. Maintenance Division 

from Bangor now serving in Iraq
Jonesboro, ME  04648

Rob Abrams ‘03
Serving at Ft. Richardson 

in Anchorage, Alaska
PFC Robert J. Abrams, 

A 1-501 ABN,
618 Access Drive #515, 

Fort Richardson, Alaska 99505

Barrett Craven ‘02
Recently returned from 
a tour of duty in Iraq

HCR 70, Box 522
Machiasport, ME  04655

Jackie Marshall ‘01
DFAC QAE of Jeema Springs

DSN 94-318-462-0214

AIC Gamertsfelder, Rachel J.
Serving with the Air Force 

in Kirkuk, Iraq
506 ESFS/Bravo Sector

APO AE 09359
She would like to hear 

from all of you.

Alumni in the Military

Please send any contact information for Washington Academy
Alumni who are currently serving in the military to:

Washington Academy
Attn:  Holly Costley
PO Box 190
East Machias, ME  04630
or email:  alumni@washingtonacademy.org
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TRIBUTES TO OUTSTANDING 

6 Washington Academy Today

Y
ears of discussion finally re-
sulted in Richard Pettegrow
building his first boat repair

shop 34 years ago. "I just said
one day when he brought it

up again...Why don’t you
just do it," said Nettie Pet-
tegrow. "And he started the
Pettegrow Boatyard in
November 1971 when he
built that first repair
shop."

Hugging Starboard
Cove, about a mile from
the Downeast Correc-
tional Facility, the boat-
yard in the intervening

years has become an enter-
prise known throughout the

country, the dream and hub
of existence of its founder,

Richard Pettegrow, who died on
August 16.

"He was a compassionate, consi-
derate, patient man, who loved boats," Nettie

says of her husband of 49 years. "He ended up with two repair shops,
then installed a marine railway, so he could haul boats up and, after
they were repaired, slip them back into the water."

Richard Pettegrow was born in Larrabee in 1931, for the country
the worst year of the Great Depression, but little noticed in Downeast
Maine, where the locals were lobbying in Augusta as they squabbled
about the best route to build the road to Jonesboro.

After attending grade school in Machiasport and serving in the
US Army during the Korean War, Pettegrow spent a year in Greenland.
"We met in Lubec after he came back from Thule and we were married
in Lubec in 1956," says Nettie.

A succession of jobs followed. He lobster fished. He built houses.
He did construction work for awhile when the Bucks Harbor Air Force
Station was being built. But always, the water and boats lured him back
to his roots ...

"He was always happiest working on boats," Nettie recalls. "His
father was a sea captain, and I think that had a lot to do with it. His
father (Capt. Edwin Pettegrow) had a 200-foot schooner and he would
sometimes go with his parents, hauling lumber and coal to New York."

Understandably, a childhood
such as this would have set the tone
for nurturing an affinity for the wa-
ter and anything marine. "From the
first, the boatyard was successful.
He built cradles for boats, and he
relied on the tides for getting the
larger boats (after repairs/mainte-
nance) back into the water," Nettie
says. "And we store boats. For winter
storage we have from 55 to 62 boats
from all over the country here."

Just like the doctor who puts
off treatment for himself or the
plumber who doesn’t have time to
fix his own pipes, Pettegrow loved working on his own boats – but the
problem was how to fit it into a workday already crammed with the
repair work of others.

"He never had time to work on his own boat, so he’d get up at
4 a.m. and then work until 8 p.m. in order to get his own done," says
Nettie.

He loved building boats, but again, would have had to give up
repair work to build on a larger scale. "The first boat he built from
scratch was a lobster boat for Simeon Dobbins of Bucks Harbor," says
Nettie. "Then he built a St. Pierre dory for a New York lawyer. Dinghies,
rowboats, smaller boats followed, but he could never do any larger ones
because of his repair business."

Diesel engines, sails, and for many years, maintenance of Coast
Guard vessels, gradually expanded his business in new directions.

He enjoyed retreating to the remoteness of his hunting camp,
and when they were younger, chauffeuring his three children to WA
basketball games and other activities. But his marine heart always tugged
him back to the waterfront.

Working in tandem with WA’s Marine Vocational Education
Department, he hauled up boats for students to work on and study
at his boatyard. He enjoyed sharing his knowledge with those in-
terested in learning.

"The boatyard has been a busy, often difficult life," says Nettie.
"Because there’s no time for yourself. Many times over the years,
someone’s been missing, search parties have been organized from
here -- you would never know what a day might bring."

However, many of the days of Richard Pettegrow were spent for
the benefit of WA students. His knowledge and expertise have left a
legacy from Starboard that will endure.

Requiem to a Boatbuilder
by Ruth Leubecker

Background photo:
Pettegrow Boatyard

August 30, 1931-August 16, 2005
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Remembering Rebecca Talbot
June 7, 1920 - April 23, 2005

by Ruth Leubecker

N
ever like a soft spring breeze, Rebecca Talbot was more like a
gale wind with purpose.
She was a woman of many talents, opinions and strong beliefs. 

She loved life and road trips and cheesecake. She wasn’t too much into
people who waffled, flowers that didn’t do well, or boards that couldn’t
get things done.

History was the backbone of her life. She would announce to
anyone, "I’m a Hill. The Hills settled in Machias in 1763. The Talbots
waited to see if it was really safe before they came and settled what
would become East Machias."

The rivalry between two towns would persist on a personal level
throughout the 50-year marriage of Becky and Bill Talbot. Although
born in Machias and feeling great allegiance there, she built a strong
and active life for nearly 60 years in East Machias.

She became a stalwart of the first order. Raising two boys, she
headed up field trips, joined the planning board, was front and center
for many years at the Congregational Church’s annual Christmas fair at
the church vestry on High Street, and remained a reliable worker at sum-
mer Thursday-night church suppers, always giving whatever was needed.

Her laughing presence and sparkling blue eyes are remembered
in many places – often lending a little wit to a needlessly somber oc-
casion. Although they were two very different women, Rebecca Talbot
and Laura Dennison (’40) were friends and neighbors in East Machias
for 25 years. "I remember her sense of humor. We babysat for each
other," says Dennison, who raised two daughters with husband, Frank.
"The thing about Rebecca, she had so many interests you could con-
verse with her on about any subject."

Gardening was a passion – whether flowers or vegetables – but
she also studied and learned a lot about ferns, transplanting and raising

them for friends. Tole painting didn’t stop with just decorating trays;
she graduated to intricate designs on chests and other furniture.

"Then teaching changed her whole life, and I came out here to
Gardner’s Lake," says Dennison. "She loved to come out and go blue-
berrying, but we weren’t neighbors anymore, so we didn’t see each
other that much."

Becky’s life continued, active and involved in a myriad of causes.
Nothing daunted her. As a young woman in the 1950s, following a
radical mastectomy, she didn’t let that prevent her from wearing a
bathing suit, whether at camp at Hadley’s Lake or the family’s summer
home in Cutler. Unheard of for the times, but as Dennison would say,
"She had so much spirit. Nothing ever changed that. She lost her son
and her parents when we were neighbors, but she always persevered."

One-half of a very successful marriage, she loved the many winter
trips – some with other couples, some not – each infecting Rebecca with
the yen to branch into something different. A sojourn to Quebec, for
instance, had her returning and tackling French cuisine.

A voracious reader, an outspoken fan of Washington Academy
and a tireless champion of lifelong learning, Rebecca Talbot taught
from 1968 until 1978 at the Academy. Her love of Shakespeare and
her enthusiasm for teaching senior English are remembered by many
graduates. She received WA’s 2004 Distinguished Educator Award for
her dedicated interest in her students.

Rebecca Talbot died on April 23, 2005. Her sense of humor
prevailed to her final days. Her life was rich in involvement and acti-
vism, whether in education, church or community. This is how she
will be remembered.

J
ames A. Brown lived a full life of 87 years. He had many accomplishments in his
life, one of which was securing a contract with Washington Academy to send Pem-
broke students to school in East Machias. He saw five of his eight children graduate

from Washington Academy and eleven grandchildren attend school at Washington
Academy. Pa enjoyed many days on the water, anywhere from Beal’s Island to Campo-
bello. He was one of the few to be able to say that he was alive for both of the Red Sox
World Series wins. He sure did love those Sox! There was nothing more important
than spending time with his family. After getting my permit, I would take Pa for rides
down through the Falls and Cove. My sister Katie would read him stories just like he did
to her when she was little. Sunday morning would find him at our house, not wanting
him to leave; we would hide his canes and hat so he would have to stay longer. And
of course we can’t forget his dog. He always had a black lab by his side. He and Gram
would take the dog to Johnny Leighton’s almost every day for a swim. Pa leaves behind
his wife of almost 59 years, 6 children, 12 grandchildren, and 5 great-grand children.

James A. Brown
January 29, 1918 - August 19, 2005 by Ben Veader
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Washington Academy observes
Constitution Day on September 17, 2005

W.A. Senior Shares Her Patriotism
During her junior year, senior Rianne Barker, was recognized for

her strong feelings of patriotism toward her country and those who
risked and sometimes lost their lives for their country.

As a class assignment at Washington Academy in the fall of her
junior year, Rianne’s essay was selected by the local Veteran’s of For-
eign Wars to represent this area of Maine in state competition. She has
since had the opportunity to read her essay at the Veteran’s Post in
Harrington, in the Elks Lodge in Waterville, and at the Cole Museum
in Bangor with Senator Collins as a keynote speaker. Finally, in Sep-
tember of 2005 during a Washington D.C. trip with 141 other Maine
citizens as well as Governor Baldacci, she again read her passionate
essay. While in D.C. she met Senator Susan Collins and Representative
Michael Michaud at the Senate Building. 

It was the constant encouragement from her mom and dad to be
a faithful member of the Machias Children’s Chorus that allowed for
a visit to Luxembourg, Belgium and Germany during the summer of
2004. This was the catalyst for her meetings with men and women
who had actual firsthand accounts from W.W. II. This, along with her
writing about these people she met, has made her a compassionate
young person dedicated to sharing with others her heartfelt thankful-
ness toward those who serve our country.

Students at Washington Academy are in the midst of a new V.F.W.
Essay Contest. Rianne and many other students will be spending some
serious time thinking about their patriotism and writing their personal
feelings about such an important topic.

Our nation was not founded upon the personality of one leading
monarch or political dignitary. It was not founded upon the principles of
one specific religion, or on the wealth of a small group of aristocrats
exploiting natural resources and human population for its own gains.
Our nation was founded upon the wisdom of leading men across this
continent, and one single document that has preserved this union for
over two hundred years, the Constitution of the United States of America.

The Social Studies Department at Washington Academy prepared
a presentation for a school assembly on Constitution Day. The United
States History students gave an introduction to the background of
the U.S. Constitution. The Government students then recited the Pre-
amble of the U.S. Constitution. The World History Students talked
about the impact the U.S. Constitution has had on the world. Finally
the Social Studies Department led the entire student body in singing
the Star-Spangled Banner.

School
NEWS

Washington Academy 2005 
Youth Soccer Program:

For the second year in a row, Raider soccer athletes volunteered
their time, talents, and techniques to teach young children about soc-
cer. On Saturday, September 10th, many young children ages 5-11
years old gathered on the Raider soccer field to participate in this year’s
program. Under the direction of the WA Varsity coaches and staff,
Raider role models demonstrated, directed, encouraged and cheered
on the young children who were learning various soccer fundamentals.
Throughout the beautiful and busy morning, Raider athletes were
positive role models who stressed the importance of good sports-
manship skills. The morning allowed the children and their families
to see and speak with old friends and to meet and make new friends.
The eight-week WA youth program is open to any child interested in
playing soccer, having fun and making new friends. 

2005-2006 CNA Class

The Washington Academy Certified Nurses Assistant (C.N.A.) program has been
involved in clinical training at Marshall’s Health Care Facility in Machias. Pictured
are class members: Back Row (From left to right): Hilary Sprague, Instructor Erin
Flannery, Jessica Hanscom, Maggie Castor, and Chance Olson  Front Row (From
left to right): Carly Small and Megan Knowles  Not Pictured Ashley Stroupe



New Staff at Washington Academy:

Ms. Erin Flannery RN (School Nurse)

Ms. Flannery graduated from Northern Maine
Technical College in 1996 with an associate’s
degree. She is currently working on her BSN up-
grade and has nine years of hospital experience
in medical surgery, oncology and ambulatory
surgery/recovery room. Ms. Flannery is also the
proud mother of a 13-year-old daughter. Her
duties at Washington Academy are School Nurse
and C.N.A. Instructor.

Mrs. Lisa Marie Pratt (Business/Technology)

Mrs. Pratt has called Eastport, Maine, her home,
since 1999, and resides there along with her hus-
band Terry, her son Jeremy, and three very spoiled
cats Cortez, Magellan and Vagabond. 

Mrs. Pratt grew up in Hingham, Massachu-
setts and attended Eastern Nazarene College,
where she earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration, and Cambridge College,

where she earned her Master’s Degree in Education. She is currently work-
ing on an additional Bachelors Degree at University of Maine at Machias.

Her teaching career began in Washington County, where she
was adjunct faculty at Washington County Community College (WCCC),
teaching a variety of computer application and general business courses.
Following this she became a teacher at Shead High School. There she
taught both business and mathematics courses, and participated on
the Adolescent Literacy Team.

Mrs. Paula McBrine 
(E.S.L. and World History)

Mrs. McBrine is a familiar face here at Wash-
ington Academy. She taught English here for
four years prior to the birth of her second child
in 2003.  Mrs. McBrine is a 1986 Graduate of
Washington Academy. She received her B.S. in
1990 from the University of Maine at Machias,
and her M.Ed. from the University of Maine at

Orono in 1995. Mrs. McBrine is married to our headmaster, Judson
McBrine, and they are proud parents of two boys; Jacob (6 years old)
and Landon (2 years old). Mrs. McBrine also serves on the Alumni
Association as Secretary.

Miss Janessa Smith (Study Hall)

Miss Smith is a native of Downeast Maine and
a 2000 graduate of Machias Memorial High
School. Since graduating she completed two
years of AmeriCorps service through the Reg-
ional Medical Center at Lubec where she served
the local community through Sunrise Home
Health and Downeast Healthy Tomorrows. After
AmeriCorps she began working as a one-on-one

aide to special needs children, introducing her to the dynamics of a
classroom environment. In her free time she is always up for an ad-
venture. Janessa loves to travel and most importantly spend time with
her friends and family.
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DAC Golf

The 2005 Washington Academy golf team was the largest in re-
cent memory. The club consisted of fifteen players with the majority
competing in matches.  The regular season was successful with a 12-4
record. Going into the DAC (Downeast Athletic Conference) cham-
pionship, the Raiders were expected to finish third as both Jonesport-
Beals and Calais had defeated the Raiders twice during the season.
However, the Raiders pulled out a surprising victory, winning the DAC
championship by one stroke over Calais. The Raiders would go on to
represent the DAC at the state meet. Representing the team for the state
competition were Jarred Sternbergh, Jeffery Ramsdell, Jon Ramsdell,
Josh Whalen, and Aaron Foss.

DAC Girls Soccer

The 2005 Washington Academy girls soccer team had a great
season with a 10-2 record. This year the girls won the DAC (Downeast
Athletic Conference) championship for the first time. The girls have
only lost three regular season games in two years, with each game being
lost by only one goal. With the success of the program the team has
grown each year.
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AlumniAlumni News & Notes

Tracy WattsDebbie Jamieson

Now

D ebbie (Myers) Jamieson is a second-genera-
tion teacher who is currently the principal at

Pembroke Elementary School. Upon graduation from
Washington Academy she went to the University of Maine

in Orono and in 1987 received a degree in Zoology. For the
next four years Debbie worked in research for BioPure Corporation, a Pharma-
ceutical company, and lived just outside of Boston. As she recalls her days
living away, Debbie says, “It took going away to appreciate how nice it is
here.” Debbie took time off during the Fourth of July each summer to visit
home and at that time she met her husband, Robert Jamieson. Robert grew
up in Edmunds right beside Debbie’s grandmother so Debbie actually knew
him all her life, but decided she might like to get to know him just a little
better. In 1991 Robert and Debbie were married. 

Debbie began teaching science in 1992 at Lubec High School. Their first
daughter, Britteny, was born in 1993. Twin daughters Rachael and Catherine
followed in 1997, and with stepson Robert Jr. (‘02) the Jamieson family was com-
plete. Debbie remained at Lubec until 2001 when she came to Pembroke as a
middle school teacher. Although Pembroke is closer to home, she comments
that she truly loved her time in Lubec. As a life long learner, Debbie received
her Master’s in Education from the University of New England in 2004. She
applied for her present position at Pembroke when it became available in 2005.

As Debbie reflected upon her time at Washington Academy, she recalled
a couple of teachers who made an impact upon her education in special ways.
“Barbara Beattie cared for students in her class far more than correcting papers.
More than anyone else, she taught me to be an independent thinker.” Debbie
won a speech contest at Washington Academy and entered the state competi-
tion held at Bangor. Mrs. Plummer drove Debbie to Bangor after school on
the day of the state competition. Debbie said they got back around 2:00 AM
that next morning, and after a little nap she got up and went to school. When
she was in class that day, Mrs. Plummer commented to her that she was sur-
prised to see Debbie after such a late night. (Mrs. Plummer didn’t take the day
off either). The work ethic that Mrs. Plummer complimented her with was the
same work ethic that Debbie had seen demonstrated each day as “teachers were
going well beyond their regular responsibilities for the benefit of their students.”

Debbie’s parents were probably most influential in her career as a teacher
and now as a principal. “They were the key people to my being successful in
school. They valued education and supported me in my education.” 

Regarding living here in
Washington County Debbie says,
“We have resources here that
our children benefit from and
learn to value. We just have to
look a little to find them.” A
resource she currently looks to
is music as her children are in-
volved in the Washington Coun-
ty Children’s Chorus and the
Eastport Strings.

T racy (Weaver) Watts, one of the winners
of the photo contest, writes to update us

on some of her memories from WA and tell
us about some recent news. 

“Twenty-two years haven’t diminished
the memories of all the good friends, and good
laughs at Washington Academy. I loved the
Business classes with Mr. Smith and Mrs.
Wood; and typing with Coach Wood was a
blast. I enjoyed the competitions we went to
for typing and shorthand, and we got a few
first and second place ribbons, too!” 

In July 2005, her boat shop (Jonesboro
Custom Finish Shop) finished a boat for John
Drouin (’82). “We are very busy right now
with a sport fishing boat that will be going to
Long Island, N.Y. plus a couple of projects
for local fishermen.” 

“Custom” is an appropriate description
for the work that Tracy and William do. They
often get the bare hull of a boat and finish it
to the exact specifications of the owner. This
work presents challenges on a daily basis; some
modifications are difficult to accommodate
without compromising the integrity of the
boat. So a compromise must be reached with
the owner to ensure satisfaction. Communi-
cation with the boat owner is one of the keys
to success in this specialized business. Tracy
also tells us that they are booked with work
through the winter, but would love to see any-
one who would want to stop by and check
out their projects. You may also visit their
website at www.kelleys-stuff.com/Shop.htm

Then
Then & Now ‘83



’48 & ’49Ellis and Wenona (Hall)
Small live in the commu-

nity of Halls Mills, Whiting, Maine. After four
years in the U.S. Navy and 27 years at the Cutler
Naval Base, Ellis retired in 1988. They keep busy
with “Wenona’s Band” playing for dances, ban-
quets, senior citizen groups and nursing homes.    

’56Robert S. Huntley of Derby, Kansas is
enjoying his retirement and keeping busy

with home and church projects.    

’58Rochelle Wyllie Brown Waycott resides
in Baileyville, Maine. She has also been

substituting at Woodland High School since 1976.
Rochelle has three grown children, Tony, Perry and
Sandra. She has five grandchildren. The oldest grand
daughter, Kristen, will be a senior at Houlton High
School this fall, and the oldest grandson, Tyler, will
be entering his third year at the University of Maine
at Orono. He is studying engineering and science
studies. Her other three grandchildren are in ele-
mentary school. In Rochelle’s spare time she enjoys
camping, fishing etc. with her husband Melvin
“Cudgie” Jr.

’73Vance White is employed at the Indeck
Power Plant in Jonesboro. 

’76Jeannie Wood White has been in the pos-
tal service since 1984 and has served as

Postmaster in Jonesboro since 2002. 

’83Katherine Dianna Phillips writes that
she earned a B.A. in English after she Grad-

uated from Washington Academy. She is vice-prin-
cipal of Al-Bayan Bilingual Middle School, which
is part of the International School System in Kuwait.

’85Rebecca (Frye) Hull is married with two
stepchildren and living in Westfield,

Maine. She works at the front desk of the Star Her-
ald Newspaper in Presque Isle, Maine.Rebecca would
love to hear from other members of the class of ’85
and hopes to see everyone at the Reunion in 2006.

’88Leigh Norton and his wife Rhonda live
in Turner, ME. Leigh is employed at the

Rumford Paper Mill as a Supervisor and Rhonda
is a Physical Therapist at the Rumford Hospital.

Ellis and Wenona (Hall) Small
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Now

ThenThen & Now ‘93
“ M y Senior Year at W.A. was one of the most important experiences of my life. I was an exchange

student, along with three girls from other countries. At that time, W.A. did not have a boarding
program, so we were the only students from foreign lands. They certainly treated us very well.

I remember Mrs. Richmond trying to help us out all the time, and Mr. Sprague teasing us and
trying to speak Spanish with Monica, Mariana and me...(“The Spanish Mafia”). I remember Mrs.
Johnson, Mr. Porter, and Mr. Morin.... and all the teachers at W.A. that were nice and understanding
with someone that didn’t know a word in English when I arrived in the U.S.

I made good friends during the year but distance and time are the reasons why we don’t keep
in touch... I don’t forget them and I always smile when I think of W.A.

I have to mention my host family, The White’s. They were my real family that 1992-93 school
year and they still are. I couldn’t have made it through my senior year without their support. I was
sixteen years old then, I was a kid, and that year in Maine was a great challenge for me that I will
never forget.

The last four years I’ve been working in two construction companies in Spain. I attended Poli-
technical University of Valencia and I majored in Civil Engineering in 2001. I live with my boyfriend
Jorge in a nice small apartment in Valencia City in the East coast of Spain, by the Mediterranean Sea.

When I have a chance I like to travel, and my recent journey to Maine was emotional and
exciting, full of memories...”

Paloma Inda in center with host sister Brittany White, currently a
senior at Washington Academy and host mom, Jeannie Wood White '76

Jeannie Wood White, Ericka White, Paloma Inda, Brittany White, Vance White,
DeAnne White Taylor
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They welcomed Logan Douglas into the world three
weeks early on October 19, 2005.  

’89 & ’92Patrick ’89 and Jessica
(Green) Taylor (’92) along

with Kyle, age 8 and Kirsten age 12; welcomed their
new baby, Drew Nicholas Taylor, to their family on
October 10, 2005. He weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces
and was 18 3⁄4” long. He will definitely be a future
Raider as he attended volleyball and soccer games
before he was one week old. 

’93Lisa Lyons-Truman and her husband
Thomas Truman II have just welcomed their

second child, Brennan Thomas Truman, into their
family. Lisa is a nursing administrator at Dartmouth
Hitchcock Medical Center with responsibilities for over
200 employees in the adult critical care area. Lisa tells
us that they will be moving to Wisconsin where she
will pursue her doctorate degree. Thomas has accepted
a job with Wisconsin’s department of Natural Re-
sources. Tom has a degree in Environmental Law.

’94Michael Buckner tells us he has had a touch
of homesickness lately, maybe because he

will be the best man for Justin Brake’s wedding, also
from the class of ’94. “The website looks great, amaz-
ing to think of the technological changes over the
past decade. I was looking at the faculty and it’s nice to
see some familiar names are still in the classrooms of
Washington Academy – Mrs. Plummer, Mrs. Johnson,
Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. Richmond in Guidance.”
Michael now lives in Southern Oregon and has been
a financial advisor for almost four years.  

’95Sam Bradshaw married Lesley Chamberlain
on May 27, 2005 in Sacramento, California.

Sam is employed as a computer engineer at Azul
Systems in Mountain View, California and Lesley
works in sales for GE Medical Systems. They are
both graduates of Worcester Polytechnic Institute
and own a home in Sacramento, California. 

’97Sara Bradshaw spent three and a half
months traveling around South Africa last

winter. She started in Cape Town and took the coastal
route to Johannesburg with a side trip to Swaziland.
During her trip she met up with Nellie Moody, (’97)
who has been traveling around the world for the last
few years. Cheering was not just an activity that Steve
Cates (’97) participated in while at Washington
Academy, he went on to compete during his years at
Champlain College in Burlington, Vermont. He
served as a judge at state competitions in Vermont,
worked for the National Cheerleading Association,
competed at Boston University as a member of the
Champlain College Cheering Squad, and cheered at
the Peach Bowl in Atlanta, GA. Steve graduated
from Champlain College with a degree in Business
and is presently working in the airline industry in
North Carolina.

’99DeAnne White Taylor graduated from the
University of Maine at Machias in 2003

with a bachelor’s degree in Business Management.
She and Alan Taylor (’97) were married on Septem-
ber 28, 2002. They had their first child, a little girl
named Kate, on April 1, 2005. They live in Cutler
where Alan is a lobster fisherman, and DeAnne is a
stay at home mom.

’01Nicole Richardson is now living in Cher-
ryfield with her boyfriend Daniel Perry, own-

er of Perry Trucking. She recently acquired her CDL
(Commercial Drivers License) and plans to join the
company soon. She currently works at the Maine Coast
Memorial Hospital in Ellsworth. Theresa (Michaud)
Weinhofer has been married for a year and recently
graduated from Lancaster Bible College with a degree
in Christian Education. She works at Provident Book-
store. Colby and Theresa hope to live overseas when
he finishes seminary and the National Guard.  

’03Ericka White is now a junior at the Uni-
versity of Maine at Machias. She is majoring

in Business Administration with a concentration in
Marketing Management. She is also a sales agent for
Eastland Realty in Machias.

’04Katie Albee welcomed Luisito Alberto
Gomez-Mitchell II into the world on July

6, 2005.  Katie, Tito and Luis are currently living in
Machiasport.

Sam and Lesley Bradshaw

Deanne White Taylor and baby Kate

Kyle, Drew, and Kirsten Taylor

Katie Albee and baby Luisito

Alumni News & Notes cont.
BLACK BEARS MARCHING BAND DRUMLINE

Sam Hostetter (center), a
2005 graduate, is now a proud
member of the University of
Maine Black Bears marching
band drumline. He has made a
smooth and exciting transition
into college life with the help of
his education here at Washing-
ton Academy. He is also a mem-
ber of the Black Bear Pep Band,
which plays for hockey and
men’s and women’s basketball
games. He is majoring in Ath-
letic Training.

Pictured(from left to right):
Sadie Mawhinney, Christie
Cook, Scott Lingley, Anna
Mather, 
Chris Jordan, Jessica Rushton,
and Jessica Wentzell Shuck.

Attending but not pictured:
Amy Mather, 
Tina Oakes, and Charley
Martin Berry.

Has it really been 10 years? This past August the class of 1995 held a get together.

Leigh, 
Logan, and 
Rhonda Norton.
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ALUMNI & FRIENDS
Mrs. Helen Lee ‘29
Mr. Gardner C Pope ‘30
Ms. Ruth E Small ‘30
Mrs. Viena Crosby ‘31
Mrs. Jennie P Brown ‘32
Mrs. Frances Esty ‘33
Ms. Betty Gardner ‘33
Mr. Stanley Berry ‘35
Mrs. Mara Rebhan ‘35
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton and Irma Vose ‘35
Mrs. Lois Huntley Boone ‘36
Mrs. H. Josephine Huckins ‘36
Mrs. Linnie G. Crane ‘37
Mrs. Louise Pettegrow Farrington ‘37
Mrs. & Dr. Annie and Eugene

Mawhinney ‘37
Mr. Frank L. Foster, Jr. ‘38
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur and Alice

Gardner  ‘38, ‘38
Mrs. June Ingalls Dinsmore ‘39
Mr. Vincent Dowling ‘39
Mrs. Marjorie Jones Dennison Hatt ‘39
Mr. Hollis Bryant ‘41
Mr. Gerald Cates ‘41
Mrs. Agnes Gray Diffin ‘41
Mrs. Arlene Greenlaw ‘41
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley and Mary

Mattatall ‘41, ‘45
Mr. Wayne R Dennison ‘42
Miss Frances H. Proctor ‘42
Mr. & Mrs. Jasper and Isabel Cates ‘42
Mrs. Jane Longfellow Cullen ‘43
Mr. John S Farris ‘43
Mrs. Barbara Sutherland ‘43
Mrs. Dorothy M Sweeney ‘43
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton and Marjorie

Dowling ‘44, ‘46
Mr. & Mrs. Harland and Mattie

Flynn ‘45, ‘45
Mr. & Mrs. Leon and Betty Holmes

‘45, ‘52
Mrs. Ruth Marie Gatcomb 

St. Aubin ‘45
Mr. & Mrs. Dexter and Dorothy

Ashley ‘46, ‘53
Mrs. Wanda Albee Hartman ‘46
Mrs. Ellen Holmes Cates ‘47
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin and Patricia Hall ‘47

In honor of Justin D. Hall and
Rebecca M. Seeley

Mr. Adien Look ‘47
In Memory of Leon Look

Mrs. Valerie S Stimpson ‘47
Mrs. Gwendolyn Tupper ‘47

In Memory of Cliff Tupper
Mrs. Betty Albee White ‘47
Mrs. Barbara G Curtis ‘48

Mrs. Angeline Ashley Henderson ‘48
Mrs. Marjorie Young McLaughlin ‘48
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis and Wenona Small

‘48,’49
Mr. Frederick E Vose,Jr. ‘48
Mr. Charles Nelson Look ‘49
Mrs. Lois Ingalls Sprague ‘49
Mrs. Dawn Miller Woodbrey ‘49
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton and Mary

Gardner ‘49
Mrs. Clara H Campbell ‘50
Mrs. Joan M Gatcomb ‘50
Mrs. Dorothy Hall Look ‘50
Mr. Edwin Berry ‘51
Mrs. Alice Dowling Cousins ‘51
Mrs. Eleanor Ingalls Fochesato ‘51
Mrs. Janice Small Grady ‘51
Mrs. Adair Bagley ‘52
Ms. Audrey Buchanan-Swan ‘52
Mr. Ralph D Maker ‘52
Mr. John S Johnson  ‘53
Mr. & Mrs. Verlan and Maxine

Porter ‘53, ‘58
Mrs. Marjorie B Sheward ‘53
Mrs. Sandra S Davis ‘53
Ms. Ellen Scott Weed ‘54
Mr. Theodore Ackley ‘54

In Memory of Mollie Beam
Mrs. Patricia Hall Gibson ‘54
Mr. Albert Small ‘54
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce and Donna

Williamson ‘54,’58
Mr. Richard H Young ‘55
Mr. & Mrs. Peter and Dolores

Hanson ‘55
Mr. Robert Huntley ‘56
Mr. Lester W Huntley ‘57
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Lorraine

Stanhope ‘58
Mrs. Rochelle Waycott ‘58
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Margaret

Gardner ‘58,’62
Mrs. Pauline A Tyson ‘59
Mrs. Linda Eldridge ‘60
Mr. Douglas M Holmes ‘60
Mr. Clyde D Young ‘60
Ms. Bettina L Davis ‘60
Ms. Sharon Crane ‘62
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Charlene

Henderson ‘62
Mr. & Mrs. Roger and Beverly

Ackley ‘63, ‘65
Mr. Larry Bryant ‘63
Mr. Ivan L Gilpatrick ‘63
Mrs. Roberta Flynn Myers ‘63
Mrs. Nancy Ingalls Bean ‘64
Mr. Peter J Crane ‘64
Mrs. Joyce Goodine ‘64

Mrs. Valarie Day ‘65
Mrs. Anne Davis Haseltine ‘65
Miss Hazel Clay ‘66
Mrs. Betsy Fitzgerald ‘66
Mr. & Mrs. Danual and Lois Holmes

‘66,’68
Mr. & Mrs. Kerry and Christine

Huckins ‘66,’67
Mr. & Mrs. Donald and Linda Vose ‘66
Mr.&Mrs. Pauline and Robert Wood ‘66
Dr. Harold Wesley Crosby ‘66
Mr. & Mrs. Victor and Peggy Berry ‘67
Mr. Edwin C Randall ‘67
Mr. & Mrs. David and Donna Burns ‘67
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Jane Bell ‘68
Mr. Paul Gaddis ‘69
Mr. & Mrs. Barry and Jolene Wood

‘69, ‘70
Mr. Kenneth Gardner ‘70
Mrs. Pamela Lyford Mugnai ‘70
Mrs. Susan West ‘71
Mr. Donald Smith ‘71
Mr. & Mrs. Brian and Wanda Cates ‘72
Mr. Ronald Holmes ‘73
Mr. Stephen D Lund ‘73
Mrs. Laurie Curtis ‘74

In Memory of Jason Ackley
Mr. & Mrs. Dean and Susan

Crosman ‘75
Mr. Robert Mawhinney ‘75
Mr. David McMahon ‘75
Mrs. Valerie Plourde-Ouellet ‘75

In Memory of Constance
Plourde-Carlton

Mrs. Gretel Varney ‘78
Mrs. & Mr. Gracie and Grant

Hanscom ‘79
Mr. & Mrs. Allan and Linda Huntley

‘79, ‘81
Mr. Dennis Mahar  ‘79
Mrs. Lori Lynch ‘80
Mrs. Stephanie Look Wilkins ‘80

In Memory of Leon Look
Mr. Kendall Davis ‘81
Mrs. Allison Tibbetts ‘81
Ms. Traci Sanborn ‘81
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Kim Gardner

‘82,’83
Mr. Todd L Noyes ‘83
Mr. Alan C Lounder ‘84
Mrs. Rebecca K Hull ‘85
Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Hosanna

Taylor ‘85,’90
Mr. & Mrs. Judson and Paula

McBrine ‘86
Mr. Kevin Alley ‘87
Mr. Darren J Prout ‘87
Mrs. Tena E Qureshi ‘87
Mrs. Tara Hatt Bartko ‘88
Mr. Steve G Padilla ‘88
Mr. Lou Marin ‘90
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas and Belinda

Lemieux ‘93, ‘88
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy and Charlene

Cates ‘94, ‘90
Ms. Dyan Guerrero ‘94
Mr. Corey M Smith ‘94
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua and Laurie Cates

‘98, ‘97

Mr. Dean McGuire ‘99
Mr. Christian Lewis ‘04
Ms. Asya Brodsky ‘05

FRIENDS
Mr. Craig Bolint
Mr. Campbell Cary
Mr. & Mrs. Neil and Allie Corbett
Mr. & Mrs. David and Caro Dowley
Mrs. Dorothy Gaddis
Mrs. June Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. David and Gloria 

Hitchings
Mr. Kristan Larson
Mr. & Mrs. Harry and Judy Lingley
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Marie McBrine
Mrs. Marilyn Murdock
Mr. & Mrs. Jon and Ernie Reisman
Mr. & Mrs. Deane and Kay Richmond
Mrs. Mary Romaniello

In memory of Edna Gadner-
Tucceri and Fred Gardner

Mr. & Mrs. Jean and Alison Savard
Dr. & Mrs. James and Kathleen

Sparaga
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Alice Sullivan
Mrs. Linda Varney
Mr. David Winski and Mrs. Laurel

Storm

BUSINESS DONORS
Allan W. Huntley Plumbing & 

Heating, Inc.
Archibald’s One Stop
Bar Habor Bank & Trust
Coffins True Value Hardware
East Machias Family Medicine
Gossamer Press
Guptill’s Logging
Hanscom Construction
Helen’s Restaurant
John T. Cyr & Sons, Inc.
Machias Dental
Machias Motor Inn
Machias Savings Bank
Mary Jane Good, Esq.
Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry
Norton Electric
Rhodes Construction
Sew & Save, Inc.
Border Electric, Inc.
The Sow’s Ear
Union Trust
Whitney’s Rental Center
Wights Sporting Goods

Donor List

CAMPAIGN FACTS:

2004 Annual Campaign raised $22,000
Highest giving class 1947 donating $1,625

Businesses contributed $7,500
Friends contributed $1,800

Alumni contributed $12,700



L
ong-range charitable gift arrangements are often referred to as
“Planned Gifts.” They provide immediate financial and estate
planning benefits to donors and provide support for Washington

Academy in the future. One of the most popular Planned Gifts is a
bequest which is a simple and tax deductible means to make a lasting
impact at the Academy for the benefit of future generations.

When creating or modifying a Last Will and Testament, a donor
could bequeath a gift of real estate, managed assets, cash or the proceeds
from a life insurance policy to the Academy. Since the bequest is tax
deductible against the value of your estate, it may benefit your heirs by
either eliminating estate taxes or reducing the rate of estate taxation.

Headmaster Judson McBrine is currently working on including
a bequest for Washington Academy as he draws up his will. Mr. McBrine
had moved away from downeast Maine, never anticipating marrying
someone who would root him back in the area in which he grew up.
His wife, Paula, clipped the classified ad posting an open position for
an Assistant Headmaster at Washington Academy in 1995 and handed
it to him. Once he had accepted the position, it was only two years
before Mr. McBrine was named headmaster of the Academy.

Planning for
OUR FUTURE
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In Memoriam
Delwyn Huntley ’59 04/21/04

Marjorie Jones Hatt ’39 06/01/05

Gary Stauffer 06/28/05

Hazel Robbins Palmer ’27 07/22/05

Lee M. Haynes ’70 08/08/05

Ronald Lund ’66 08/10/05

Lucy Kelley Monaghan ’25 09/11/05

Richard W. Treat ’76 09/12/05

Albert C. Stoddard ’58 09/13/05

Milton Harmon ’40 09/27/05

Lewis Gardner ’43 11/01/05

JASON ACKLEY MEMORIAL FUND

Heather, Kato, Wayne and Judy Wood

In loving memory of Jason Ackley 
on his 28th birthday

“We have a commitment to accept all students at Washington
Academy, and we do a wonderful job in terms of academic preparation
and character building. We provide a high level of moral support as well
as individualized attention,” says Headmaster McBrine. “The Academy
takes great pride in helping students accomplish more than they ever
thought they could. We do everything we can to challenge and support
our students. We provide a rigorous program with a great deal of in-
dividualized attention so that any students who have an area in which
they need some additional instruction have a chance to fill in those gaps.
Our students enjoy a high level of acceptance at the Academy, and
they leave here feeling they received a strong education in a close-knit
community. For us, it’s all about the students. That’s why I come to
work every morning. Since Paula also teaches here, we naturally thought
to include a bequest for the Academy when drafting our will. Our gift
can really make a difference here at Washington Academy.”

At Washington Academy a bequest of any size will have a signi-
ficant impact for our students. If you are interested in obtaining more
information about making a planned gift and about making a difference
for the Academy, please contact Judson McBrine at (207) 255-8301 ext
205 or headmaster@washingtonacademy.org.



Photo Contest Winners

Please Send Us

YOUR NEWS
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Tracy Weaver Watts, one of the winners of the
photo contest, writes to update us on some of
her memories from WA and tell us about some
recent news (see page 10).

Shawn Seeley winner of our photo contest is liv-
ing in Bath, Maine and writes that he is busy with
his three children ages 13, 12 and 2. “It pays to dig
out the old yearbook from 1983 and see our class-
mate Debbie Myers (now Jamieson) and Robert
Huggins and Dawn Wells as high magazine sales-
people.” Shawn is looking forward to coming to
the 25th reunion of the class of 1983 and hopes
to see many others attend as well.

Shawn Seeley with his daughters L-R: Emma, Madison,
and Alisha.

Tracy Weaver Watts

Remember, the newsletter is for you; we would like your input. Send information to: Washington Academy, Alumni/Development
Office, PO Box 190, East Machias, ME 04630. E-mail to: alumni@washingtonacademy.org  Or FAX at: (207) 255-8303

Name: 
Maiden Name: Class: 
Address: Zip:
Telephone:                                                                         e-mail:
Spouse’s Name:
Children’s Names and Ages:

News/Comments:

Parents: Help us keep track of alumni; notify us of address 
changes. If you know of alumni who are not 
receiving mailings, send us their addresses.

College Students: Send school addresses. We lose many of you in the 
years following graduation, so keep us current.

Retired Alumni: Be sure to send both winter and summer addresses.
All Alumni: If you have news or photos, we’d love to pass them 

along (photos will be returned if requested).



Make yourself at home...
Graduates of Washington
Academy are going places
American University

Boston University

Bates College

Brandeis University

Bryant College

Dartmouth College

Middlebury College

Northeastern University

Vassar College

Worcester Polytechnic

Institute

w w w . w a s h i n g t o n a c a d e m y . o r g

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE FALL 2006 TERM 
Please call our Admissions Office at 207-255-8301 ext 207 or e-mail us at admissions@washingtonacademy.org

• College Preparatory Courses in
all Academic Areas

• Latin, French, and Spanish

•  Students from 25 Maine
communities and 10 countries

•  Accreditation: New England
Association of Independent
Schools and Colleges
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