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From the Headmaster
This spring the Washington Academy Board of Trustees will begin

the development of a new strategic plan. The objectives of the plan
developed in the fall of 2001 have been met and have led to great
improvement and growth at the Academy. 

Our enrollment has increased by 46 students from the fall of 2001
and we are anticipating further growth in enrollment for the fall of 2004.

I credit much of this growth with the Academy’s commitment to stay
true to its mission of providing a comprehensive program committed to the
success of each individual student. 

Since the fall of 2001 the Academy has added courses in computer-
aided drafting and design, field ecology, geography, guitar, Latin,
photography, and individual tutoring in all subjects. 

For the fall of 2004 the Academy will be adding courses in advanced
placement java programming, advanced placement Spanish, advanced
placement studio art, honors physics, sociology and special programs in
math and reading to help students struggling to meet the standards of the
Maine Learning Results.

This student centered approach has helped us become the school of
choice in the area. Parents are choosing Washington Academy whether
their student wants a greater challenge or needs extra support in order to
be successful. As 2007 approaches and all students need to meet the
standards of the Maine Learning Results in order to receive a high school
diploma, success for all students becomes even more important.

Thanks again for your support. I will be updating you soon on the
progress of the Academy’s strategic plan.

Headmaster Judson McBrine

                      



Washington County Children’s Choir

We are rapidly approaching our biennial reunion and I look
forward to seeing many of you at our activities on August 7, 2004.

I want to take this opportunity to expand on some of our
activities that are scheduled within the overall agenda

for your interest and entertainment: 

Entertainment
We decided to use local talent for this reunion and I am proud to announce
that we have arranged to have the Washington County Children’s Chorus
perform for us during the banquet. This is a group of youngsters ranging from
age 7 years to high school students representing all areas of Washington
County. They have performed throughout many areas of Maine and other
parts of the U.S. and are presently raising funds to go to Europe this summer.
They are renown and presently have a CD for sale. The arrangement pre-
sented an excellent opportunity for both of our organizations because it
allowed us to pledge a large contribution to their non-profit organization to
support their performances and adventures. We will publish more information
on the group as we approach our reunion, however, please visit their website
at www.washingtoncountychildrenschorus.org

Business Meeting
This meeting will be held at 1:00 P.M. on August 7th and we would appreciate
your attendance. We have drafted a comprehensive document of bylaws for use
by our Alumni Association. Copies will be available at the Washington Academy
front office for your review sixty (60) days in advance of the business meeting.
During the meeting we will review the Bylaws thoroughly with a “question &
answer” period prior to a ballot vote to ratify the document for future use.
Sharon Crane and I spent many long hours developing this document; however,
we value your input and/or support at the meeting.We will also elect several new
officers to replace those of us who have asked for replacement. Please contact
Laurie Hall Curtis ’74, Chairperson of the Nominating Committee, telephone:
207-259-7764 if you would be interested in becoming a board member.

Auction
The auction has been moved to 9:00 A.M. to allow
more time because of the volume of items and our
success on the 2002 auction. This will allow more time

without infringing on other activities.

Trustee Tea
The 2002 Trustee Tea with awards presented to notable

Alumni members was a huge success and will again be
combined with the Social Hour prior to the banquet.
It allowed many of us to visit friends we had not seen
for years. This is an important event that will interest
all of you. Please make an effort to attend. 

Mark your calendar and we look forward to a
successful reunion. 

Richard Young
President, Alumni Association

From the Alumni
Association President

Richard Young, President,
announces the following events for

Washington Academy Alumni:

Saturday, August 7, 2004
9:00 AM Raider Run 5K race beginning at the Old Academy

9:00 AM Auction in room 13 on the lower level of the Alumni Building

1:00 PM Biennial business meeting and election of officers in Room 13

2:00 PM Tours of Washington Academy Campus

3:00 PM Trustee Tea and Alumni Awards Reception. Refreshments will be 
combined with the “Social Hour” in the Gardner Gym.

4:00 PM Social hour with hors d’oeuvres and punch in the Gardner Gym

5:30 PM Banquet in the Alumni Gym - Reservations only - No tickets will 
be sold at the door.

7:30 PM Entertainment – Washington County Children’s Chorus – 
youngsters ranging from age 7 to high school perform old
and new selections. Christine Guy, Director and Helene 
Hammond, accompanist.
Visit their website: www.washingtoncountychildrenschorus.org

*There will be portable air conditioning units at the Banquet*

Class Groups to be Honored

PLEASE NOTE:
In an effort to give us advance planning information, we encourage you to register for
the banquet on our website www.washingtonacademy.org. Remit your payment along
with the attached reply info form prior to the July 15th deadline.

REPLY INFO
Dues: o $10.00 (If not previously paid)

o $5.00 (1-5 years after graduation)

Banquet Tickets: $17.00 each
Total:

MEAL CHOICES: o Ham o Turkey o Vegetarian Plate

Number of People:

Name(s): 

Address: 
_
_

Class:

Because the banquet is being catered, we must have a final head count by
July 15, 2004, so we must request that all reservations reach the Treasurer
by that date. Mail this form with the monies for the number of banquet
tickets you wish to purchase. Note: If you did not pay your dues ($10.00 for
a two year period) on the due date of January 2004, please include with
your remittance for tickets. Make checks payable to: Washington Academy
Alumni Association, PO Box 466, East Machias, ME 04630.
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School 
NEWS

1st row left to right: Kailee Wagner, Molly Kurz, Sarah Maker, Alicia Hurley; 
2nd row: Mike Hinerman, Matthew McCarthy, John Rothermel, Meghan Hayward,
Caitlin Sullivan, David Roth, Leila Alciere; 3rd row: Joshua Albee, Richard Simmon,
Dominic Winski, Shane Ausprey, Christopher Look, Nathan Sprangers, Sarah Godish. 
Photo by: Duggan Photography

On Saturday, May 15, 2004 juniors from Washington
Academy will gather at the Gardner Gymnasium hoping to see
their choice for King and Queen give their acceptance speech
for Junior Prom King & Queen 2004.

“And the winner is….” These are the words that the junior
class will hear when the Junior Prom King and Queen are
announced. The theme “Hollywood” will showcase the junior
class in black & white photography. “They will feel like they are
arriving at the Academy Awards,” says co-advisor Julie Barker,
“The paparazzi will be on hand (the parents) to catch the glitz
and glamour while the juniors will receive the red carpet treat-
ment” “The kids are really excited about the plans and have
worked hard to raise money to put this event on” says Barker.

“What people see on this night is only a fraction of all the
planning that goes on beforehand,” says Sherry Radeka, co-
advisor for the Junior Prom Committee, “and for the first time
in 25 years the nominees do not know who is King or Queen.”
This is an idea that the junior class voted on and agreed would
make the night feel more like the Academy Awards. “We want
the juniors to feel like the Hollywood stars that evening, from
the moment they step onto the walk of fame on Washington
Academy Boulevard,” Radeka says smiling.

Deejay Ron Parent of Ellsworth will host the evening.
There will be the annual dance contest, with awards given for
1st, 2nd and 3rd place and plenty of refreshments. The doors
open at 6:00 p.m., with the junior procession beginning at
7:00 p.m. The evening ends at 11:00 p.m.

MUSIC
The Spring Concert and Art Show will be held on May 18th

at 7:00 PM in the Gardner Gym. The art show will open at 6:00
PM in the Alumni Building. Mrs. Sullivan is pleased to announce
that she has five students who have been selected for the Maine
Allstate ensembles. Jonathan Ramsdell, Alicia Hurley and Shane
Ausprey will be singing with the chorus. Isabelle Lee and Nathan
Sprangers will be performing with the band. Molly Nichols has
also auditioned with the Orchestra. At press time, we just found
out she made it. Congratulations Molly!

2003-2004 National
Honor Society Induction

This year’s National Honor Society Induction was held on Novem-
ber 5th at the East Machias Congregational Church. Nine new members
were inducted. The guest speaker was Dr. Susan Huseman, acting
president at U.M.M. Music for the event was provided by the
Washington Academy Chorus, directed by Mrs. Sullivan. The accompanist
was Isabelle Lee. Closing remarks were made by Virginia Plummer,
National Honor Society Advisor.

St. Joseph Hospital
Nurse is Caregiver

of the Year 
Stephanie Schmermund, RN, BSN,

Surgical/Orthopedic Unit nurse at St.
Joseph Hospital, was named Maine Care-
giver of the Year by the Maine Hospital

Association (MHA). Schmermund has been a dedicated employee of St.
Joseph Healthcare since 1991. She earned her nursing degree at Husson
College in Bangor and is a 1984 graduate of Washington Academy.

Maine Hospital Association presents this award to one caregiver
from a MHA member institution across the state for providing extra-
ordinary care and compassion to patients and their families. Nominations
for this award are made by hospital CEOs around the state and the re-
cipient is selected by a board from the MHA. Congratulations Stephanie!

AND THE WINNER IS....

Scholarship Available for Seniors 
Going to College to Study Education 

A scholarship has been established in memory of Raymond 
and Elsie ‘34 Dennison by their daughter Virginia Dennison of

Ellsworth. The scholarship in the amount of $500 will be
available to seniors who are graduating this year. 

The recipient must be headed into the education field.

Scholarship Available for Seniors 
Going to College to Study Education 

                       



Lady Raider Basketball
Our Lady Raider basketball team had a breakout season in 2003-

2004. They finished in fourth place in Eastern Maine Class C, which is
the program’s highest finish in history. This resulted in the girls playing
a quarterfinal game at the Bangor Auditorium in February. Even though
the outcome was a hard-fought loss, it was very exciting for our girls.
The future is bright for the team as only one member is a senior. This
year’s 12-6 win-loss record should be even better in 2004-2005.

DRAMA
For the one-act play festival this year, the W.A. Players performed

“Making Nice” by Alan Haemnel. The play involved a tyrannical director
trying to deal with one problem after another during the dress rehearsal
of an unnamed heroic tragedy to be put on the next night. Thrown
into this mix was the appearance of two OSHA representatives wanting
to close the production down because of “emotional” unsafety. After
striking a deal with the stage manager, the production was allowed to
continue, only if the director acted against type by “making nice”. The
comedy was fast paced and manic, with a surprise ending. Lead parts
were acted by Tess Mattraw, Molly Nichols, Matt Caston, Shane Ausprey,
Alicia Hurley and John Rothermel. Fourteen other students offered
ensemble support. The play placed second at the one-act play festival
with awards given for lighting design and ensemble support. Tess
Mattraw, John Rothermel, Molly Nichols and Shane Ausprey also
received all-cast acting awards. The play was directed by James Ausprey.

Eun-Jung (Kiley) Kim, A W.A. international
student from Korea, recently traveled to Hague,

Netherlands for THIMUN (The Hague International
Model United Nations). This program is for eligible youths all
around the world who are interested in international affairs.
Over 1000 students gather for the program. Kiley represented
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization). She prepared two resolutions before she went and
on her first day there she had to defend her ideas and urge people
to sign. They gathered in groups to complete new resolutions,
debate them and seek approval by the chair of the human rights
committee and approval panels.

“It was like a real UN conference. All people spoke for the
country that they represented. I saw kids from all over the world. I
felt that I met people who are the future leaders. It gave me not
only a good opportunity and a great time, but also growth in myself.”

Washington Academy’s
Formal Speaking Program

This spring our annual formal speaking program took place in the
Academy Larson Library. A large group of parents, teachers, administra-
tors and staff enjoyed their prose pieces. The pieces were self-selected
and students worked on their presentations for many months before the
actual evening of performance. Nancy Hastings, Editor of Downeast
Coastal Press, Dr. Gerard NeCastro, Associate Professor of English at
University of Maine at Machias and Mr. Arthur Hill, Associate Professor
of Speech and Drama at the University of Maine at Machias were the
judges for this event. Seniors Shane Ausprey with a Dave Berry piece,
and Caitlin Sullivan with a Sandra Cisneros piece were recognized with
highest honors.

Front Row: Caitlin Sullivan, Nick Tran, Asher J. Reisman, Ji-ae Kim; 
Back Row: Advisor, Mrs. Virginia Plummer, Sarah-Gayle Goddish, Shane Ausprey,
Emily Lyons, Molly Nichols, Tess Mattraw, Leila Alciere
Photo by: Downeast Coast Press
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(Below) 1949
Cheerleaders

Front L to R: Lois Ingalls, Dawn
Miller, Nancy Small, Catherine
Flynn; back L to R: Gwendolyn
Hoar, Beatrice Holmes, Ellen

Holmes, Betty Albee
“We made our own outfits, we
wore bright red wool dresses
with a lined skirt, saddle shoes,
and a red and white beanie.
Hovey Hall played his trumpet
for one of our cheers and it really
brought the crowd alive.”
Lois Ingalls Sprague–Class of 1949

1955 Cheerleaders
Standing L to R: Mona Ezzy, Blanche Hasty, Muriel

McLaughlin, Lauraine Young, Judy Harmon, Judy Frye;
Kneeling: Beth Young 

“It was fun then, and I still follow the WA cheerleaders today.

A lot has changed since I was a cheerleader.”
Beth Young Pettegrow, Senior Captain–Class of 1955

1974 Varsity Cheerleader

“Going to cheer at the Bangor Auditor-

ium was the highlight of every season.

My senior year Bangor Daily News printed

an article recognizing the efforts of

cheerleaders. It is the first time I ever

remember cheering and getting any

public recognition.”

Kathy Quimby Harmon–Class of 1974

1974 Varsity Cheerleaders
L to R: Laurie Hall, Vicki Day

“The teachers chose the cheerleaders in the
70’s. No real talent was required. As a Cheer-
leader you became a representative of WA
and were expected to be on your best behavior
at all times.”

Laurie Hall Curtis–Class of 1974

(Right) 1980 Varsity
Cheerleader

L to R: Scott Porter, 
Arlene Huntley Porter

“I have never forgotten what it feels
like to put on a WA cheering uniform
and to stand before an overcrowded
gym full of WA fans. My all-time
favorite memory, of course, was the
1980 tournament when our basketball
team won the Eastern Maine Champion-
ship. My husband and I still talk about
it even today and have often shared
memories with our children.

Arlene Huntley Porter–Class of 1980

“Cheerleaders were chosen by popular

vote of the student body. We never had

a coach or advisor, we were pretty much

on our own. I remember cheering in

schools where the only heat was a wood-

stove in the corner.”

Margaret Gaddis Gardner–Class of 1962

WA Cheering... PAST & PRESENTWA Cheering... PAST & PRESENT

1966 Cheerleaders

Front L to R: Lois Randall, Hazel Clay, Beverly Cates; Back L

to R, Debbie Cates, Sharon Richardson, Carolyn Ackley,

Christine Gately

“I remember how the crowd came right to their feet

showing tremendous response when we lined up and

sang the school song. Back then, we were judged and

elected by the student body. It was more of a pop-

ularity contest since we were judged and picked by

our peers.” Deborah Cates Feeney–Class of 1967

1966 Junior Varsity Cheerleaders

Front L to R: Claire Look, Mary Vose; Middle L to R,

Peggy Cates, Mary Lou Reynolds, Cathy Gatcomb;

Back L to R: Carolyn Bryant, Cynthia Cates.

“We wore skirts lined in white satin, they were really

long, but boy could they twirl. We had a cheer that

went like this, Baby’s in the highchair, Who put her up

there? Ma! Pa! Sis-Boom-Bah!”
Claire Look Day–Class of 1969
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Washington Academy
Cheering Titles

First competition ever entered was
Washington County Cheering

competition in 1982.
They won first place.

Downeast Athletic Conference titles
1990, 1992, 1993, 1995, 2000, 2001,

2002, 2003, 2004

Eastern Maine Runners up
1989, 1997, 2002, 2003

Eastern Maine Champs
1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995,

2001, 2004

State Runners up
1992, 1993, 1995, 2003, 2004

State Champions 1990, 1994

1982 Varsity Cheerleaders
“I remember taking first place in the
first cheering competition we ever
entered, and of course being the first
squad to get some “hip” uniforms.” 
Stephanie Dennison Joslyn–Class of 1982

1990 Cheerleaders“I recommend anyone whothinks about trying thissport, don’t think twice, oneway or another, you also, willnever forget the experience.It has been fifteen yearssince I was a cheerleader andI often think back to whenEric and I tossed Jessica tothe roof.”
Keith Labonte–Class of 1990

(Left)1992 The Four Seniors

Jessica Taylor, Jessica Green, Laurie Moore, Jenni Ackley

“Cheering at WA has changed so much over the years. One thing

that will always remain a huge part of cheering is trust in your

team mates. I remember having complete trust in Keith and Eric

to toss me in the basket toss and most importantly catch me!

Cheering still brings back great memories for me. I still get that

funny sick feeling when I hear, now

performing is Washington Academy.”

Jessica Green Taylor–Class of 1992

(Left)1994 Varsity
Cheerleader

L to R: April Harmon Armstrong ’96, 
Kathy Quimby Harmon ’74

Daughter and Mother
“Looking back, I cannot recall a sensa-
tion like it. Stepping onto the floor of
the Bangor Auditorium, I was all nerves
and butterflies. Then the fans just go
crazy, yelling and cheering, and the
nerves turn into pure adrenaline and
excitement! Then the music starts and
the fans cheer even louder, and that’s
when it hit me that we’re there to
perform for them, not the judges.”

April Harmon Armstrong–Class of 1996

(Right)2003 Cheerleaders

L to R: Emily Huffman, Katie Miller,

Laurie Moore Schoppee

“I will never forget what it feels like to

perform in a competition from the

time the announcer says Washington

Academy may now take the floor to the

very last beat of the music.”

Emily Huffman–Class of 2003

(Right) 2004 Cheering
Photo courtesy of Bangor Daily News

Top: Whitney Drew; Bottom: Jason Labonte
“The two years that I have been cheer-
ing have been an experience that I will
never forget. Cheering is a very athletic
sport, it takes tremendous strength to
throw a girl up and catch her standing
with her feet in your hands. Cheering has
definitely been one of the best sports that
I have ever taken part in.”

Jason Labonte–Class of 2005

“A lot has changed since I was a cheer-leader at WA. The stunts are muchmore difficult, they have added a lotmore gymnastics, and the routinesare so jammed packed the kids needto be much more athletic then wewere. Although cheering haschanged since the early 90’s, somethings are exactly the same, likethe countless hours of practice, the
excitement of competing, and most of allthe pride you feel when wearing a WA Cheer-ing uniform. The success has been greatover the years for WA cheering, not only bywinning competitions, but winning thehearts of our fans and community.”

Laurie Moore Schoppee–Class of 1992 (Cheering Coach 1999–present) 

“In 1994 we created a routine with a patriotic theme. The

fans were incredible that year. I remember looking across the

auditorium to see this enormous crowd, many of them waving

little American flags. Suddenly in the far left of the balcony

section a large white sheet unrolled which read: “WE SALUTE

OUR WA CHEERLEADERS”. I will never forget the feeling I

had at that moment. They had accomplished what

they had set out to do, which was to win the hearts

of the crowd. They finished off the day earning their

2nd State class C title. That day was the highlight of

my coaching career for in that special group of

cheerleaders was my youngest daughter, April.

Kathy Quimby Harmon–Class of 1974

(cheerleading coach 1987-1996)

1990 The First MaleCheerleaders atWashington Academy 
L to R: Eric Tuck, Keith Labonte

(Left)1992 Varsity

Cheerleaders

During the

State Cheering

Competition

PAST & PRESENTPAST & PRESENT

“Cheerleaders play an integral
part in the basketball program at
W.A. when cheerleaders lead the
fans in cheering on their team.”
Richard (Dick) Gardner–Class of 1958

Coach & Assistant Principal 1962-1994

By: Kathy Quimby Harmon ‘74 
& Laurie Moore Schoppee ‘92

                                 



‘38Elbridge Dowling and his wife of 59
years, Verna, have had the great pleasure

of welcoming three new great-granddaughters to their
family, all born within the last year. Grammy & Grampy
are enjoying their time with all of them. Frank Foster
Jr. is currently residing in Machiasport after retiring
in 1982 from 30 years of working for B.F. Goodrich
in thePhilippines. He is actively involved in the Machias-
port Historical Society where he is treasurer and pub-
lishes their bi-annual newsletter. In recent years, he
has enjoyed travel to Russia, China and Europe. 

‘41Shirley Goodney Prendergast is cur-
rently living in Winter Springs, Florida.

She has a very large family with six children, thirteen
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. One of
her grandsons is an assistant D.A. in Salem, MA. She
reports that all is well in Florida, but she still looks for-
ward all year to coming back to New England. Stanley
and Mary Ashley Mattatall ’44 are currently living
in Scarboro. Stanley retired in 1987 from Maine Cen-
tral Railroad after working there for 40 years. Mary
retired as a registered nurse to bring up their four chil-
dren who now live in Maine and Oregon. They enjoy
their camp on Hadley’s Lake in the summer.

‘50Pamela W. (Berry) Dowling lives in
Whitneyville with Herb, her husband of

53 years. She is the town clerk, registrar of voters and
the health officer of Whitneyville. They have two sons,
Mark, a truck driver for McCain Foods and Brian, a
building contractor in Bar Harbor. Pam remembers
3 happy years at W.A. and then went on to graduate
in San Francisco when her dad was transferred to Cal-
ifornia. She especially enjoyed Ms. Kinsley, Mrs. Beam
and winning a double ping-pong award with Elizabeth

Gardner. Bill Gardner
and his wife June of
Whiting recently wrote
in to update us on their
three children, all of
whom graduated from
Washington Academy.
Janine M. Gardner
graduated in 1975, lives
in Ellsworth and works
at KidsPeace. She is busy
in her spare time with
her three dogs. Alan S.
Gardner graduated in

1979, has two children Jennifer 2001 and Henry cur-
rently a junior at W.A. He has two grandchildren,
MaKayla and Austin. He works at Johnson’s Town-
line Auto in Machias. Their third child, Jody M.
Gardner graduated in 1988 and works in Bangor as
a beautician. She has one son, Jordan.

‘51Eleanor Fochesato wrote in to tell us
how much she enjoyed the Mollie Beam

article in the Fall newsletter and was happy to see
that Jackie included the class of ’51 in her article. She
and her husband,George,have recently visited Arizona
where their son Mark has worked during February
and March with GM at the proving grounds on the
Hummer for 2008. They send their best to everyone
and look forward to this year’s reunion.

‘60 Judy and David Armstrong are both
retired from the State of Maine and live

on the lake in Monmouth, Maine. Ronald Dennison
and ’61 Donna Reynolds Dennison live in Windsor,
Maine near all of their children. They enjoy all 15 of
their grandchildren and have recently become great-
grandparents.They are very busy with their church and
keeping up with all the activities of their grandchildren.

‘62 Sharon E. Crane recently retired and is
now spending her time as a part-time

computer trainer for Meriden Board of Education.
Also, she is a “snowbird” in St. Petersburg, Florida
from November to March.

‘69Michael Hinerman and his wife, Mary
’72 of 29 years are currently residing in

Machiasport. Mike worked for 25 years as an insur-
ance adjuster, spent 15 years as a trustee at W.A. and
was fire chief for Machiasport for 17 years. He is pres-
ently enjoying his employment at Washington Acad-
emy. After graduating with honors from U.M.M. in
2002 with a BS in office management, Mary is cur-
rently working for Supertec. She is a fourteen year
veteran of the MSAD #77 school board. Their chil-
dren, Meredith, graduated in 1998 and is living in
the Portland area, Melissa graduated in 2000 and
will graduate with honors in business from Southern
New Hampshire University. Michael II will be grad-
uating from W.A. this June.

‘70 Pamela Lyford Mugnai is currently
living in Orrington. She has three chil-

dren, Michele, Justin and Kristina, as well as two
grandchildren, Lauren and Colin.

‘72Marlene Dudley Flood recently relo-
cated to Alaska with her fiancé, Chuck

Parker. She says “Hello to all my classmates and I
hope to see you at our 35th reunion.” 

‘74Rodney Bragg and his wife Theresa
Feeney Bragg ’76 are currently living in

Cutler where Theresa is the administrative assistant
for the town and Rodney is lobster fishing out of his
new boat, the Theresa Marie. They have five grand-
sons and one granddaughter who keep them very busy.

‘76Cathy Sprague resides in Arundel, Maine
and is employed at Southern Maine Med-

ical Center as an Occupational Health, Infection Con-
trol Nurse and Travel Immunization Consultant. She
has two daughters, Heather and Amanda. Cathy will
wed her companion of eight years, Michael Lajoie,
on September 18, 2004. He has one son, Shawn and
a daughter, Nicole.

‘80Wendell Dennison is the pastor of
Grace Fellowship in Waterville and

teaches at Calvary Temple. He will be celebrating
his 21st wedding anniversary this July with his wife,
Lisa. He has four children. His oldest daughter
attends International Bible College in Texas
studying music ministry. She has recorded a CD.
Another daughter attends the University of Maine
at Farmington. His oldest son is a sophomore at
Erskine Academy and his youngest daughter is in
the 5th grade at Calvary Temple.

Alumni News and Notes

Class of ’54 Celebrates 50 Years 
By the time this issue of WA Today is in the printing stage,

twelve members of the class of 1954 will have had an
organizational meeting to make plans for our 50th

Reunion on August 7th. If there are any class members we
have not been able to reach we would like to hear from

them. You can reach Ellen Scott Weed at (207) 667-8432
or Maureen Kilton Roberts at (207)255-3510.

We are looking forward to seeing everyone.

Thanks So Much,
Ellen

Jody and
Jordan

Janine

8 Washington Academy Today
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‘82 Stephanie Dennison Joslyn lives in
Windsor, Maine. She and her husband,

Warren, will be celebrating their 20th wedding anni-
versary this July. She is homeschooling her youngest
son, who is a freshman. Her oldest son is a sopho-
more at Erskine Academy and lives for basketball.
Her oldest daughter attends Master’s Commission
Bible Seminary in Utah. Her youngest daughter died
in 1992 of a rare metabolic disorder. They are all very
involved with their church where her brother Wen-
dell is the pastor.

‘84 John Shenton Ellery and his wife of
eight years, Tari, are currently living in

Memphis, Tennessee. They are busy with their two
girls, Madeline, age 3 and Kate, age 1. He works for
Merry Maids, a division of Service Master, support-
ing franchise owners’ computers and software.
Ronald Dennison Jr. and his wife live in White-
field, ME. They have four children. His oldest daugh-
ter just gave him his first grandchild. His youngest
are a set of twin boys who are in the 6th grade.

‘85 Julie Dennison Tribou lives in Wind-
sor, Maine with her husband of 19 years.

Her sons attend Erskine Academy as a sophomore
and junior. Her daughter is twelve and she attends
Windsor Elementary.

‘86 Sean Holland is a registered profession-
al engineer in two states. He is project

manager for the aviation construction division of the
state of Alaska D.O.T. He has recently been assigned
all projects at Anchorage International Airport, the
largest volume freight airport and largest float-plane
base in the world.

‘89 & ‘90 joint reunion is being
planned for August.

You will be receiving a letter with more details later
this spring. Hope to see you there!

‘93Lisa Lyons-Truman has accepted a unit
leader position at Dartmouth Hitchcock

Medical Center in the intensive care unit, a level one
trauma center. She manages over eighty employees
and is the youngest person to have achieved this sta-
tus at the Medical Center. She received her master’s
degree in health care administration this past year.

She has a two year old son named
Brayden and has been married

s ince  1997 to husband,
Thomas, a game warden in
New Hampshire. Matthew
Mahar is currently resid-
ing in Catonsville, Mary-
land and he is working for
the U.S. Department of

Agriculture in downtown
D.C. as a watch officer.

‘95Christy Sprague Rolfe
and her husband Jona-

than are currently living in Machias-
port with their two children, Morgan
Lynn, age 5 and Hunter Keith, age
2. Christy is attending U.M.M., stud-
ying elementary education while
continuing to work for J.R. Wood
Corporation since 1999. Her hus-
band works for the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and as a lobster fisherman.
Anna Mather is a full time IFA student at U.M.M.
set to graduate in May of 2004. She is also a full
time mommy to Adiya Jane who is two years old.
She enjoys working part-time at the Riverside Inn.

‘96April Harmon and '92
Derek Armstrong were

married on June 14, 2003. Derek, a
2003 graduate of Suffolk Law Uni-
versity, is employed by Fleet Financial
Center. April,a 2000 graduate of Sim-
mons College, is an RN at Children's
Hospital. They reside in Boston. 

‘97Alison Goodwin
Chaffey and

her husband Mike are currently re-
siding in Edmunds. They have a son,
Owen Michael, who is three and a
half years old. 

Cates Family Reunion
On September 27, 2003, many members of the Cates family gathered for a reunion at the

Machias Motor Inn Banquet Facility. Over 70 people attended and many more family members
were unable to attend due to prior commitments. Everyone had a great time reminiscing about
past family functions. And of course, there was plenty of food to go around! Elvis made a guest
appearance and sang the night away. What kind of family reunion would it be without lots of
food and an appearance by Elvis?

How Many WA Graduates Do You Have In Your Family?
Back: Gerald Cates, Jr. ‘74, Joey Dennison ’90, Gerald Cates ‘41, Jasper Cates ’42, Michael Fergeson ’98, Justin
Wright ‘94, Nick Lemieux ’93, Kevin Gardner ’82, Dean Crosman ’75, Wayne Cates ’64, Robert Allen Cates ’72,
Brendan Cates ’94, Kevin Feeney ’75, Trevor Jessiman. 2nd Row from Back: Kristina Cates holding Isaac, Chris
Cates ’94, holding Kennedy Cates, Barbie Stanhope Cates ’76, Brian Cates ’72, Josh Cates ’98, Jeremy Cates ’94,
Stephen Cates ’68, Wayne’s daughter, Amanda, Joanna Cates ’93. Middle Row: Lee Sinford, Chelsie Clark, Terry
Rowden, Becky Sinford ’89 holding Jacob Sinford, Laurie Cushing Cates ’97, Heather Dennison Vose ’89 holding
Micah Vose, Kim Cates Gardner ’83, Deborah Cates ’67, Calli Fitzhenry ’94, Dawn Cates Wright ’92, Pauline
Cates, Beverly Cates Dennison ’66. Seated: Lydia Lentovich ’01, Tim Cates ’97, Ida Hall Cates, Frank Rebhan
(deceased Jan. 2004), Mara Rebhan ’35, Wanda Kilton Cates, Charlene Davis Cates ’90, Belinda Rowden
Lemieux ’88 holding Ryan Lemieux, Isabel Farris Cates ’42, Cynthia Cates Rowden ’69, Pam Crosman Cates ’73,
holding Riley Wright, Susan Cates Crosman ’75. Seated on Grass: Donna Dennison Slater ’95 holding Morgan
and Jackson, Sarah Sinford, Channing Jessiman, Patrick Gardner, Crystle Cates Fergerson ’98, Chuck Vose ’86
holding Joshua Vose, Colby Wright, Hailey Wright, Tyler Sylvain, Dakota Wright, Dylan Fitzhenry.
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Always a Class Act: Clarence Randall
by Ruth Leubecker

Proud and private, generous and
honorable. That’s how five
daughters remember their father,

Clarence Randall. “He was so won-
derful,” was the first thing daugh-
ter Bonnie Dorr, 56, said when
asked about her father. “He was
witty. You can’t imagine how I
miss his calls. Yet he was very
humble. He never wanted to at-
tract attention to himself. Even
when he learned he had cancer
and he told me, he said, ‘Are you

all right, Bonita?’” 
Daughter Carolyn Kelley remem-

bers, “Daddy would check over my
income tax. The first time he found a

mistake. The next year he found another
mistake. If we had any financial questions,

we’d go to him first. He was a good father. He
was full of knowledge. He never forgot a name or a date. He had a
lot of stories and he loved to share them with everybody... and he
always thought I drove too fast.”

Clarence Randall loved sports, all kinds of sports. Until his death
he was one of two living WA graduates who had played football during
his years at the Academy. Now only former quarterback Gardner Pope
remains.) Clarence was left guard and loved to reminisce about those
days of raucous fun and team spirit. “I always loved talking sports with
him. He loved ‘em all,” says daughter Sarah Dill, 58. “Sports and
politics. He was a Republican who always voted Republican. Great
conversationalist. If you went to visit him there were never any of
those empty spaces. He liked to sing. He played the accordion, the
violin and the trombone, and he had a stereo in such good shape...
it played albums, 33s and 8-tracks. 

“The other thing that was different about him was that he al-
ways hollered up the stairs in the morning to get us up, and he always
cooked breakfast. He was a good cook. He always did the steak.”

Sarah holds the distinction of not just producing
the most grandchildren (3), but of presenting Clarence’s
first and only grandsons. “I had the first boy in the
family,” she says of Nick, 33. “Dallas is now 27. (They)
fulfilled Daddy’s dream ... if you couldn’t have a
son, have a grandson.”

After five daughters, it was with great pride that
Clarence and Shirley Randall became fixtures in

the bleachers to watch their grandson play
basketball. Also a devout Red Sox and

Patriots fan, Clarence was a multi-faceted
man with many interests, even while

especially appreciating the simple
pleasures of life. “He loved animals.
Growing up we had every animal
you could think of,” Bonnie recalls.
“One day Mama was sick and he
even brought a goat home. Car-
ried it right into the bedroom

where she was sick in bed. We were
watching Sugarfoot, so we called her

Sugarfoot. We had her for years. He loved
his birds. He’d put his hand out the win-

dow and say, ‘Chick-a-dee-dee-dee,’ and the bird would come up and
eat right out of his hand.”

“Morally Daddy always did what was right. He never wavered
from that,” says daughter Charlotte Wright, 60. “He never did any-
thing to embarrass us as kids. He had a great sense of humor.” “We’d
be riding and when we’d go over a covered bridge he’d say, ‘Duck
your head!’ and all five heads would go down,”
recalls Bonnie. “We’d always wonder why he
and Mama didn’t have to duck their heads.
The other thing I remember is that once I was
dating two guys and he wasn’t happy with
that. He told me ‘Between two chairs you fall to
the floor.’ Another thing he’d always say when
we were upset about something is ‘Nothing’s
so bad it can’t get worse.’”

Friendship was easy and enduring with
Clarence Randall. “I’d known him all my life.
We were like father and son, really,” says Robert
Davis, 68. “When he was 90 he said to me we
should go to Camp Living Waters. We did –
just the two of us – and he backed into that
camping space slick as a whistle. Another time,
he was probably about 87, and he said ‘Robert,
let’s go up Little Machias River. We’ll take my
little aluminum boat.’ We did and we broke a
shear pin and had to row all the way back. It 
was quiet and we’d been rowing for a long time and he calmly says,
‘Robert, one thing about it. We’re saving on gas.’”

Youngest daughter Lois Holmes remembers,“Danny and I went
to Florida twice with my mother and father. They visited all of the
girls along the way. He loved to be out and doing things. I remember
one trip we took when we were a lot younger, and you know how
most people will avoid driving in the cities. Not Daddy. He wanted
us to see the skyscrapers. So we’re right in downtown Boston and all
the cars are honking at us and he said with a grin, ‘You see how many
people know me?!’” 

“Clarence was young at heart. He was a great father-in-law and
his presence will be greatly missed on the ridge,” says Danny Holmes.

A sense of adventure kept him young and his daughters remem-
ber this well. “He always enjoyed a game of basketball OUT. That’s
what we called it and he loved it. The basketball hoop is still up. He
perfected his basketball shot backwards,” explains Lois. “The other
thing he did and he showed me many times, but he threatened me
not to do it. He’d sit backwards on his bicycle handlebars and pedal
down the road. He was still doing that in his 80s.”

He instilled in his family a love of the outdoors and camping.
Because of his lengthy career with Pejepscot Paper, he had access to
three camps in Wesley and would often take his family camping there.
Later, but before the Cutler base was built in 1958, Clarence had his
own camp on that site and, closer to home, the family would often
camp at that location. 

“He was a very knowledgeable man and as honest as the day is
long,” remembers Clara Campbell, his secretary at the paper company
for 25 years. “From the time I got out of high school until he retired
I worked for him. When he left, I left. He never lost his temper or
berated workers, which often happens when you’re working in the
woods. Equipment breaks down, things happen that make tempers
flare. But not with him.”

Dexter Ashley remembers a favorite uncle and special woods
companion. “Years ago when I was timber cruising for the paper com-
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pany, we’d be out in the woods. He’d tally the trees and I’d measure,”
says Dexter, whose mother, Adrith Ashley, was Clarence’s sister. “He
liked to wander around the woods with me and I loved to go with
him. Nothing ever bothered him. Townships 18 and 19 were where
we usually were ... but I also raked blueberries with him in Cutler. He
was a remarkable man. Just before he died he gave me his cruising
compass, his staff compass for running lines, and his gardening tools.”

Clarence Randall will live forever in the hearts of the many
whose lives he touched in a myriad of ways. His talents and his varie-
gated contributions continue through the actions of others. His tree
farm, now over 50 years old, is one great example. He trapped dozens
of squirrels who bothered his beloved birds, only to release them
miles away in the woods. He reputedly made the best lobster stew in

Cutler. (Quite a claim.) And he was an accomplished baker of bread
and donuts after he retired. According to Bonnie, he thought he was
the oldest man in the country to pull a trailer to Florida.

His devotion to Washington Academy remained strong through-
out his life. In August 2002 WA officially recognized Clarence for his
contributions to his community. Always a doer, he remained a firm
and abiding presence at the academy. His was a life of service when-
ever a need arose. His dry wit and his love of life in general and family
in particular made him an extraordinary man.

Five daughters, six grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren
are only part of the living legacy he leaves behind. His stories, his in-
tegrity and many special memories will remain forever captured in the
annals of Washington Academy.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
Charles Mcevoy Ackley ’35
Hazel Gardner Davis ’54 02/10/2003

Elsie Roberts Dennison ’34 11/06/2003

LeRoy Huntley Harmon ’34 03/07/2003

Clarence Randall ’29 11/29/2003

Ronald B. Look ’62 02/28/2004

Mark A. Preston 11/16/2003

Arthur L. Mitchell ’37 12/15/2003

Ruth Pike Berry, Former French instructor at W.A. 01/08/2004

Ida Gardner Savignano 12/08/2003

The STARS store is open during
sporting events. The STARS team
and store will also be at the Alumni
Reunion this summer. This is a
great way to cherish those high
school years! Here are some of the
items that will be on sale...

If you are unable to attend the reunion, you can also order
items by contacting the school at 255-8301.

S.T.A.R.S.

Mittens.............................. $8
License Plate Cover.............. $3
Knit Hats.......................... $12
Cups .................................. $5
Fleece Hats ...................... $12
#1 Hand ........................ $3.50
Headbands ........................ $8
Seat Cushion ...................... $5
Set (mittens, scarf & knit hat) .... $28

Pullover Fleece .................. $39
Lanyard Key Chain ..........$3.50
Fleece Vest ...................... $35
Pencil ...... .25¢ each or 5/$1.00
White Sweatshirt ..............$10
Flip-Flops ........................ $18
T-shirt.............................. $10
Scarf................................ $10
Hooded Sweatshirt ............ $25

Clarence on his 93 birthday in 2002 Clarence and Shirley Randall on their 50th
Anniversary in 1987

Left to Right: Carolyn Randall Kelley ’58,
Lois Randall Holmes ’68, Charlotte Randall Wright ’64,

Sarah Randall Dill ’64, Bonita Randall Dorr ’65

                           



Please Send Us

YOUR NEWS 
Remember, the newsletter is for you; we would like your input. Send information to:
Washington Academy, Alumni/Development Office, PO Box 190, East Machias, ME 04630.

E-mail to: alumni@washingtonacademy.org  Or FAX at: (207) 255-8303

Name: 
Maiden Name: Class: 
Address: Zip:
Telephone:                                                                         e-mail:
Spouse’s Name:
Children’s Names and Ages:

News/Comments:

Parents: Help us keep track of alumni; notify us of address 
changes. If you know of alumni who are not 
receiving mailings, send us their addresses.

College Students: Send school addresses. We lose many of you in the 
years following graduation, so keep us current.

Retired Alumni: Be sure to send both winter and summer addresses.
All Alumni: If you have news or photos, we’d love to pass them 

along (photos will be returned if requested).
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Next Issue:
Reunion Photos

Keeping our school running;
Remembering Washington Academy’s support staff. Where would we be without them?

               


