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For the Love of the Game  
As 2019 begins we look back at 2018 as a memorable and historical year at 
Washington Academy - after much planning and consideration we established the 
Washington Academy Athletic Hall of Fame. Even these words can be found in the 
1909 Washington Record, “Athletics at Washington Academy are heartily encouraged 
in the development of the mind and body.” The Hall’s creation celebrates the 
Academy’s timeless belief that there is a correlation between a healthy mind and a 
healthy body and the encouragement of a progressive education inclusive of the 

“whole student.” 

Throughout the years the successful complement of athletics to the WA academic 
curricula has engaged countless athletes who have continued to incorporate athletics 
into their lives as Washington Academy graduates. It is often said that many of the core 
values of athletic competition shape important life long character traits such as the 
ability to be be a good teammate, strong individual commitment, and the desire to 
strive for excellence. All of these qualities define the Hall’s founding initiatives, as well 
as its six inaugural inductees.

This past summer we held the 2018 Alumni Reunion and the Washington Academy 
Athletic Hall of Fame inaugural induction ceremony. Arthur “Tart” Gardner ‘38, 
Richard Gardner ‘58, Wendall Libby ‘64, Bill Corbett ‘63, Stephen Cates ‘68, and 
Kathy Harmon ‘74 were inducted into the the Hall and honored for their significant 
contribution to Raider athletics. We think it is only fitting to share an account of the 
evening on page 3 written by Ruth Leubecker, Class of 1960 and a photo collage on 
page 15. The celebration was a warm reunion and recollection of fond memories for many 
attending alums who had been teammates or student athletes coached by the inductees. 

These memories are the historical foundation of the WA athletic family, where Raiders 
compete, coach, and celebrate with one another. On pages 6-11 alums reflect and share 
their WA athletic experiences and demonstrate the continuation of a Raider athletic 
legacy inspired by hard work, dedication and a shared passion for the love of the game. 

       Go Raiders, 

       Judson McBrine
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WA Launches Athletic Hall of Fame 

S teeped in tradition and many outstanding athletes 
of years gone by, Washington Academy has 
considered starting its own hall of fame for years, 

and 2018 became that year.

As part of this year’s alumni weekend, following the 
annual banquet, six outstanding Raider athletes 
were inducted into the inaugural ceremony of the 
Washington Academy Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Arthur Gardner, affectionately known by everyone as 
Tart, was awarded this honor posthumously. He served 
as the Washington Academy headmaster for 16 years, 
retiring in 1977. His athletic prowess and service to the 
school led to the naming of the Gardner Gymnasium 
in 1994.

Playing all-county basketball at WA for all four years, he 
graduated in 1938, having also been an all-tournament 
guard in the YMCA Invitational Tournament. Co-captain 
for the baseball team for four years, Tart maintained a 
400 batting average for his entire baseball career. 

Above: Dick Gardner receives his AHOF recognition award from WA 
Athletic Director Blaine Steeves. 
Top (L-R): Blaine Steeves, Dick Gardner ’58, Kathy Harmon ’74, Bill 
Corbett ’63, Kevin Gardner ’82, Wendall Libby ’64, Stephen Cates ‘68

He played at the Washington State Normal School, 
then returned to WA as a teacher, baseball coach and 
basketball coach. Tart died in 2010, but will always 
be remembered for his commitment to Washington 
Academy and his unwavering dedication to the 
academy’s sports. 

By: Ruth Leubecker, Class of 1960
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Dick Gardner graduated from 
WA in 1958, 20 years after his 
father’s graduation. He excelled 
in basketball and baseball, and 
the winter of his senior year, 
coached by Tart, the Washington 
Academy Raiders won the 
Washington County Class S 
Basketball Championship. 
The last time WA had won was 
in 1938 when Tart was a player. 

After Dick graduated from Washington State Teachers 
College in 1962, he returned to WA as a coach and a 
teacher. During his years as varsity basketball coach, 
both of his teams won the Washington County Class M 
Championships and qualified for Eastern Maine 
Tournaments six times. 

Dick also coached WA Cross Country for seven Downeast 
Athletic Association Championships, seven Eastern 

Maine Championships and five state championships. 
He was also athletic director, assistant headmaster, and 
a member and president of the WA Board of Trustees. 
Having served the academy for 55 years, he has 
shaped generations of young athletes.  

Wendall Libby, a 1964 
Washington Academy graduate, 
is locally renowned for his 
abilities on the basketball 
court. A consistently high 
scorer who averaged 30 points 
a game, Libby became the 
first 1,000-point scorer at 
the academy. 

Although a multi-sport athlete 
and an outstanding basketball 

legend, he’s also described by Dick Gardner as one of 
the most unselfish ball players he ever coached. Libby 
is remembered as an unorthodox dribbler and handler 

SPOTLIGHT ON

ATHLETIC LEADERSHIP (cont.)

Bill Corbett Arthur Gardner Wendall Libby

Stephen Cates Kathy Quimby Harmon Richard Gardner

"We recognize, preserve and honor our athletes, coaches and individuals who have made sign ificant contributions to their sports and are positive role models worthy of emulation by others." 



Cates joined the Cutler Cardinals in 1966, playing with 
the Cardinals until the early 1980s, and helping win 
13 Quoddy League championships. He was named 
All- Conference in college, and inducted into the Maine 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 2008. When not a spectator 
today, he still plays in alumni and community games. 

Kathy Harmon, Washington 
Academy athlete and coach, 
graduated from WA in 1974 
with four years of cheerleading 
under her belt. Twelve years 
later, she would return to her 
alma mater as a coach, teaching 
student athletes with very 
little cheering experience. 
Her guidance and example 
of the fruits of discipline and 
hard work built successful 

teams and gained a following for a sport that became 
a standout at WA. Kathy's’ team would go on to win two 
Downeast Athletic Conference titles, six consecutive 
Eastern Maine Class C Championships and two Class C 
State Championships. 

A spirited WA leader, Harmon taught her cheerleaders 
patience and perseverance, installing confidence and 
the value of setting goals in the process. She will always 
be recognized for creating an unforgettable piece of 
WA athletic history. 

These six individuals are the first inductees of the 
school’s landmark Hall of Fame. n

Courtesy of the Machias Valley News Observer
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of the ball, but who could argue with the results? 
Neither Gardner did. 

Bill Corbett excelled at basket-
ball and baseball throughout 
his academy years. At 10, he 
had started with the Machias 
Area Little League, progressing 
to WA where he had one of the 
highest batting averages on the 
team. He was a Black Bear for 
four years playing basketball at 
UMO and another 10 years with 
the Cutler Cardinals.

After moving to Virginia, he played in semi-pro 
baseball leagues until he turned 60. Still passionate 
about the sport, he continues to play in annual 
Washington Academy alumni and community games 
whenever possible. 

Stephen Cates, having grown 
up in Cutler with no grade-
school baseball, arrived at 
WA having never played on 
an organized team. He began 
pitching his freshman year, 
earning the starter pitching 
position for the next three 
years. With his strength and his 
outstanding record, the Raiders 
were given permission to play 
games outside the Downeast 

Conference and WA went on to defeat teams from 
larger schools. 

"We recognize, preserve and honor our athletes, coaches and individuals who have made sign ificant contributions to their sports and are positive role models worthy of emulation by others." 
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Championship. As a Varsity Coach, 
I coached a number of exceptional 
athletes who worked very hard. 

coach basketball with my Dad at 
Washington Academy. I still ask myself 
what he would do in certain situations.

Coach Wood also was a big influence 
on me first as a player, then as a 
Coach. I still use many of his drills 
and plays to this day.

Your son Zain ‘20 seems to be 
following in your footsteps at 
Washington Academy. He played on 
the WA varsity baseball team as a 
freshman and was inducted into the 
Washington Academy National Honor 
Society as a sophomore. These are 
tremendous accomplishments. What 
paternal athletic advice have you 
shared with Zain to help him attain 
athletic and academic success at WA? 

I have always tried to help Zain 
realize that there are no shortcuts 
to success. The A in the classroom 
comes from studying hard, and 
success in Athletics comes from 
hours of practice when nobody is 
watching. Also, to be very teachable 
and coachable. While you are 
not always going to agree with 
your teachers and coaches it is 
essential to respect their decision 
and do your best. I am proud of his 
accomplishments and love watching 
him work toward future goals.

As a coach at WA what was your most 
memorable coaching experience and 
who was the athlete that most shared 
your love of the game?

I enjoyed coaching golf, basketball, 
and tennis at Washington Academy. 
Coaching Basketball, we had a great 
run during the 2003-2004 season. 
I believe we won our first 12 games 
and had a great tournament before 
losing to Houlton in the Eastern Maine 

You continue to give back to youth 
athletics as a volunteer coach with 
Machias Area Little League and 
mentor young athletes as the owner 
of Fitzy’s Summer Baseball Camp.  
How has coaching area youths 
enhanced your love of the game?

As Zain, and my other children 
(Mickey, 11, Casey, 6, Charley, 4, and 
Andey, 1) grow and get into athletics 
I love being there to support and 
help them. I also love coaching so it 
all comes very natural. I couldn’t do 
any of it without the support of my 
wife Emily. It is great to see the pure 
love of the game young children have 
when they are just getting started. 
They are like little sponges soaking 
in everything you tell them and their 
energy always amazes me!

  

During your 4 years as a WA student 
athlete what was your favorite 
sport and your most memorable 
experience playing it?

I enjoyed playing baseball and 
basketball both very much. As a 
high school athlete you establish 
friendships that last a lifetime. I still 
have many conversations with friends 
about our times playing baseball and 
basketball at WA. The 1991 basketball 
tournament in Bangor was very 
memorable. We went in as a 5 seed 
and made it all the way to Eastern 
Maine Final before losing to a very 
good Calais team by 1 point.

Who was the WA coach or athletic 
mentor that inspired you to achieve 
personal athletic success and or 
inspired you to coach youth athletics?

My Dad ended his coaching career at 
Washington Academy. He was always 
my inspiration for athletics. He won 
the State 2 Mile Championship when 
he ran for Lubec High School and 
was also a very good basketball and 
baseball player. I learned to love 
sports from him in so many different 
ways. We were always playing sports 
together and my Mom was also very 
supportive. It was very special to 

SPOTLIGHT ON

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME  
Chad Fitzsimmons  ‘91
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During your 4 years as a WA student 
athlete, what was you favorite 
sport and your most memorable 
experience playing it? 

My favorite sport was basketball. My 
most memorable moment was in my 
senior year when our girls basketball 
team went into the tourney ranked 
#8. We beat Limestone in a very close 
preliminary game and then went 
on to play the #1 ranked Schenck 
Wolverines who had one recent state 
championships and were the clear 
favorite to win. It was our first time 
playing in Bangor Auditorium EVER 
in the history of the girls basketball 
program and we waltzed in there and 
beat the #1 ranked team in that first 
game! The WA crowd was so excited 
they rushed the auditorium floor to 
support us in our huge underdog 
win! We later unfortunately lost to 
Central of East Corinth HS in the 
semi finals…but I’ll never forget the 
experience of beating the #1 team 
when no one thought we could!

Who was the WA Coach, athletic 
mentor or peer, that inspired you to 
achieve personal athletic success? 

The coach that inspired me the most 
to achieve my personal best was 
Coach Mike Morin. Mr. Morin was 
also a social studies teacher at the 
time I was in school and he coached 
our girls’ softball team when I was 
a junior and senior at WA. He was 
tough! I can remember wind sprints 
up and down the big hill behind the 
softball field until we felt like our legs 
would give out! 

Your Junior year was a tremendous 
athletic year for you at WA. You were 
awarded the Coaches Award in 
both Varsity Basketball and Varsity 
Softball. What made your junior year 
of competition in these two sports 
a standout? 

I was never the most skilled player on 
the court or on the field in anything 
I ever participated in. I am very short 
(5 ft.) and I am not the most athletic 
person on the planet…however I 
always worked hard and understood 
that as a member of a team, I could 
be very successful.

What are your thoughts as a former 
educator and current superintendent 
of schools, on the correlation between 
academic and athletic success?

There is lots of research out there 
that demonstrates that students who 
are active in co- and extra-curricular 
activities achieve at higher rates 
than those that are not. I have always 
encouraged students to get involved 
in things outside of the regular school 

day and that is definitely not limited 
to athletics alone. Being involved in 
these kinds of activities gives students 
a sense of community pride, a sense 
of belonging to something greater 
than themselves, and a sense that 
their contributions to whatever it is 
they participate in matter and that 
they can make a positive difference.

Heather Perry ‘91

Did your high school athletic 
experiences provide you with any life 
lessons that you continue to practice 
today and if so what are they? 

I think I accidentally answered this 
question up above, but just in case…
YES! Athletics taught me a great 
deal! Participation in athletics taught 
me about the importance of hard 
work, dedication to a team, and the 
fact that as a team we are stronger 
than as individuals. Athletics taught 
me about what a “growth mindset” 
means and it taught me practically 
all of the executive functioning skills 
I use today around organization, time 
management, development of goals 
and how to break those goals down 
into specific action steps that allow 
them to be achieved. Athletics taught 
me about who I am as a person and 
it offered me a lens through which to 
aspire to be more. I am proud of my 
time as an athlete…and can say that 
those experiences definitely helped 
shape who I am today.



During your 4 years as a WA student 
athlete what was your favorite sport 
and most memorable experience 
playing it?

Baseball was my favorite sport. Not 
sure if I have one specific memorable 
moment playing, but just playing with 
my closest friends and getting a 
chance to play alongside my brother 
was special. My senior year was special 
as I started to pitch a lot more that 
year and my brother was the catcher. 
It was nice having that because we 
were mostly on the same page as far 
as pitch calling and how we wanted to 
attack hitters. We would talk a lot at 
home about game plans. We would 
obviously have our differences with 
our strategies, but we would more 
than likely have the same ideas. 

Who was the WA coach, 
athletic director, or peer 
that inspired you to achieve 
personal athletic success? 

Blaine Steeves was high school 
baseball coach, as well as the 
athletic director. He always 
challenged me to be not only 
the best player I could be, but 
a better student and person. 
Anytime he thought I was not working 
my hardest or playing up to my 
potential he let me know about it. 
Anytime I was struggling, whether it 
was with baseball, basketball, or even 
life, I could count on him.

As an athletic trainer for the 
professional baseball team, Tampa 
Bay Rays, you are mentoring athletes 
on a daily basis. What has been one 
of your most memorable successes 
as an athletic trainer with the Rays? 

Two years ago I saw one of my players, 
that I had on my minor league teams, 
make his Major League debut as a 
pitcher. That was a special moment. 
Knowing the dreams of every minor 
league baseball is to make it the 
Major League and knowing that I had 
a part in helping him achieve that 
dream is something special. That is 
one reason I got into this profession; 
helping players stay healthy and 
perform at a high level.

What valuable and universal training 
tips would you share with WA athletes 
if you became their athletic trainer?

Take care of your bodies. The body 
is an amazing complex, yet fragile 
system and for it to function properly 
and at a high level, one needs to fuel 
it properly and not place unnecessary 
stresses on it. Too many young 
athletes think they are invincible and 
can do whatever they want, but it will 
eventually catch up with them later 
in life. If they have goals of playing 
beyond high school, knowing one’s 
body limits in high school will only 
help them succeed in life after high 
school and prepare them for the 
stresses of college athletics. 

Tell us about the educational path 
and work experience that led you 
to become the athletic trainer for a 
professional baseball team? 

After high school at Washington 
Academy, I attended St. Joseph’s 
College in Maine where I studied 
criminal justice. I had always wanted 
to be a lawyer for as long as I could 
remember. After three semesters at 
St. Joseph’s, I needed a change. 
I wanted to get back into something 
that I loved and knew, sports. After 
talking with family, becoming an 
athletic trainer was something of 
interest to me. I suffered many injuries 
through high school playing sports 
and I never had an athletic trainer 
to help me through those injuries, 
so I wanted to help athletes get 
back to playing after injuries and 
then keep them playing at a high 
level. I transferred to Salem State 
and received a degree in Athletic 
Training, and then accepted an 
internship position at Appalachian 
State, where I worked in the injury 
clinic as a part of Health Services. 
There I worked under Chuck Kimmel, 
the former President of the National 
Athletic Trainers Association (NATA). 
I learned a lot from Chuck. He taught 
me how to change from being a 
student to being a professional and 
what it takes to be an athletic trainer. 
From there, I accepted a position at 
East Carolina University in Greenville, 
NC. A 2-week internship with the 
Tampa Bay Rays led to full time 
position for a minor league athletic 
trainer. I was lucky enough that 
there was a position open after my 
internship. When it was offered, 
I gladly accepted.
 

SPOTLIGHT ON

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME (cont.)  
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James Ramsdell ‘05
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During your 4 years as a WA student 
athlete what was your favorite sport 
and most memorable experience 
playing it?

I enjoyed playing all three varsity 
sports (soccer, basketball, and 
softball) at Washington Academy but 
basketball was my favorite. My most 
memorable experiences during my 
basketball career at Washington 
Academy were our games played at 
the Bangor Auditorium, especially 
our game vs. Calais my senior year 
with that being the only game we 
won at the Auditorium during my 
four years of playing.

Who was the WA coach, athletic 
director, or peer that inspired you to 
achieve personal athletic success? 

The person who inspired me to 
achieve personal athletic success 
from a young age and during my 
time at WA was my Dad. I was 

blessed to have my Dad as my coach 
for basketball and softball at WA 
and he always pushed me to be 
dedicated to my sports and to always 
strive to give my best. He put so 
much time and effort into helping 
me the best competitor that I could 
be from building my brother and 
I our own outside basketball court 
at home to taking me to the gym 
to train after school and on the 
weekends. Through sports, my Dad 
instilled life lessons and values in 
me that I am able to take far past 
the basketball court or playing field.

You received several awards your 
senior year as a member of the 
varsity girls basketball team. In 
retrospect, what personal athletic 
goals did you have that year and 
how did you achieve them? 

My biggest goal my senior year was 
to help my team advance in the 
playoffs. We had a very successful 
season my junior year, earning an 
18-0 undefeated regular season 
record and entering the playoffs 
in first place but unfortunately got 
upset in the first round of the 
playoffs. I was crushed after that 
loss for we all had our hearts set 
on winning the championship that 
year. I was determined my senior 
year to help my team experience a 
win on the Bangor Auditorium floor. 
I dedicated myself to our team 
by working on my individual skills 
throughout the offseason and by 
being a team leader and role model 
to the other players on our team.

What advice would you pass along 
to the present members of the girls 
varsity basketball team?

To the present members of the 
WA varsity team, I advise you to 
dedicate yourself to your sport. Go 
above and beyond your scheduled 
practice and game times that you 
have as a team and work to improve 
your individual skills. Your team’s 
success relies not on your coach, 
but on you girls as players. Play 
hard, play as a team, and play with 
positive attitudes and you will see 
progress towards success.

What are you doing today? And have 
you kept active in athletics? 

After High School, I continued my 
basketball career in college playing 
four years at UMM. During my 
time at UMM we advanced to the 
conference playoffs all four years and 
won the conference championship 
my junior year. I was also able to 
achieve the goal of scoring 1000 
points my senior year.

After college I coached Junior 
Varsity basketball at WA for 3 years 
and was a varsity assistant to my 
Dad who continued to coach for 
several years after I graduated. I also 
worked in the field of Education for 
6 years as a Preschool teacher.

Today, I am blessed to be a stay-at-
home Mom of two boys, Grayson, 3, 
and Zander 6 months old. 

Kayla Wood Burke ‘08
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coach since I was very experienced 
on the field. It was fun for me to 
captain a team again and be as good 
a role model as I could on the field, 
hustling everywhere and playing the 
selfless game as I learned at WA. 

for the good of the team. This creates 
a strong connection to your team, a 
bond that is very difficult to break. 
An experience truly valuable years 
later. Thanks, Chris. For this and the 
Gold Ball!

You mention soccer as a significant 
activity in which you participated. 
Did you also do any other sports 
while at WA?

The first year I played soccer and ran 
cross-country in the Fall. I thought of 
cross-country as a means to achieve 
a higher level of physical fitness. My 
true passion, of course, was soccer. 
Over the winter months I played 
basketball and although I wasn’t 
much of a ball handler and couldn’t 
much block shots, I could pass and 
remember the playbook well; plus I 
could defend and get out in the open 
court and run like the dickens! Over 
the years, I developed my jump shot 
and became a kick out spot shooter 
with the deep threat. My first year I 
made the Varsity squad under Chad 
Fitzsimmons, but soon after was 
demoted to JV and Freshman ball. 
At the time I was disappointed, but 
Chad saw this as an opportunity for 
me to improve my game so that I 
might come back better. Chad would 
later teach me another lesson in 
sports when Spring finally came and 
I stepped on a tennis court for the 
first time as a freshman.

After graduation, where did you land?

In 2009, I went to Dalhousie 
University in Nova Scotia, Canada. 
I played soccer during my first 
year with the Dal Tigers but soon 
found my niche on a team called 
the University of Kings College 
Blue Devils. I know, I know, how 
could I have? First Tigers, then Blue 
Devils? The twist of fate in having to 
choose between teams with these 
two mascots was truly torturous and 
cruel. In the end, the Blue Devils was 
a team I was proud to belong to. 
I played for three years developing 
my strength and skills before 
transferring from Dal to finish my 
undergrad studies at UME in Orono. 
There was no NCAA men’s soccer 
team so I played intramural soccer. 
For me, this was like becoming a 

Why did you choose to come to WA 
way back in 2005?

Was it so long ago?? I only feel like I’m 
getting older when I hear people say 
things like “way back!” Jokes aside, 
I chose to come to WA because, for me, 
it was a great match. I was a student 
who needed a close-knit community 
to thrive and feel comfortable 
growing. Another contributing factor 
was simple-I wanted to play soccer 
at WA. I needed to prove myself on 
the athletic field since, at the time, 
I was ultra-competitive. This aspect 
of my character drove me as a 
student-athlete.

In what ways did you grow at WA 
and who helped you achieve these 
high standards?

To reflect on how one grows over four 
hormone-induced years is difficult! 
In many ways, soccer was my most 
profound activity. I used my love of 
the game to explore how far I could 
push myself, how far I could push my 
teammates, how far I could push my 
coach (Chris Gardner) or how far I 
could handle him pushing me. Every 
season was an attempt at selfless 
glory. Every contest was an attempt 
at victory. As you play, you learn that 
there are times and places to be 
selfish and keep the ball, likewise, to 
pass it off. To know when to do either 
depends on how much you trust your 
teammates on the field and your 
coach on the sideline. As satisfying as 
a goal is, true satisfaction is to know 
that scoring was made possible by 
others around you, blazing your path, 
sacrificing their body or their position

SPOTLIGHT ON

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME (cont.)  
Milos Gautier '09

Why did you choose to come back 
to WA?

Coming back to WA was a way for 
me to express my love of the game 
but also to give back to an institution 
which ultimately gave me so much. 
I was given an opportunity to come to 
teach Fitness and Health, and coach 
at WA after graduating from UME in 
2016. Of course, reconnecting with 
Chris Gardner and Tommy Brown after 
“all those years” was a special treat. 
I was lucky enough to add a soccer 
State Championship as a coach to my 
senior year title, which brought my 
experiences full circle. That I could 
share such a rare occurrence with 
kids who reminded me so much of 
myself when I was a teenager was 
very special for me. I felt very proud 
of what we all were able to achieve, 
both for us and our community. I also 
coached Basketball and Tennis which 
offered me an opportunity to further 
teach our young student-athletes 
about winning, losing, camaraderie, 
the importance of practice and the 
importance of finding happiness in 
what you do.
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During your 4 years as a WA student 
athlete what was your favorite 
sport and your most memorable 
experience playing it?

A memorable moment I had while 
playing soccer at WA would be 
when I first started to play with my 
older sister, Brandelyn. We played 
well together and it was a lot of fun 
learning from her and becoming a 
better player.

If there is a life lesson that you have 
adopted from playing high school 
athletics, what would it be? 

A life lesson I have adopted from 
playing sports is perseverance. 
Although it can be frustrating when 
you don’t play as well as you know 
you could or you don’t always win, 
if you keep a positive attitude, you’ll 
enjoy the limited amount of time you 
have to play the sport you love and it 
will make you a well-rounded player. 
When it comes down to it, you’re not 
going to remember all the times you 
missed a goal or lost a game, you’re 

going to remember all the inside 
jokes you had with your teammates 
and the great memories you all 
shared together.  

Who was the WA coach, athletic 
director, or peer that inspired you to 
achieve personal athletic success? 

down on myself because I didn’t want 
her to do the same.

Tell us a bit about your decision 
to give back to community youth 
athletics through your work with the 
Down East Youth Soccer Association 
(DYSA)? Is there a consistent message 
or piece of athletic advice that you 
pass on to the little ones about being 
a successful athlete? 

My decision to give back to the 
community through athletics was 
an easy one. I love working with the 
kids. They are so much fun and they 
remind you of what soccer and all 
the sports are really about; having 
fun and learning to be a part of 
something bigger than yourself. 
A piece of advice I would give to all 
the youngsters out there would be 
to always keep a positive attitude 
and always challenge yourself to 
be a better player. Really cherish 
the moments you have with your 
teammates and coaches because 
it all goes by too fast. 

It has not been that long since you 
were on the WA soccer field, what 
are you doing today and do you 
have any plans for after college? 

I am currently in my last year at 
the University of Maine at Machias 
getting my bachelor’s degree in 
marine biology. I have worked for 
the DMR, DSF, Project Share at the 
St. Croix Waterways Commission in 
the summers between my semesters 
her at UMM. After graduation I plan 
to hike the Appalachian Trail and 
then start looking for post grad jobs 
upon completions of the trip.

Summer Hodgdon ‘14

I think my parents really were the ones 
who inspired me the most. They were 
at every game cheering me on and it 
really instilled a lot of confidence and 
for that I am grateful. Later on in high 
school when my little sister River was 
playing with me, she also inspired me 
to be a stronger player. I had to set 
a good example for her and not get 



T his Fall WA expanded its social media presence 
with a Facebook Live video of the new Modern Day 
Apprenticeship program (MDA). The live video was 

filmed in the Industrial Arts Building showcasing students 
working on various projects such as: an indoor grow 
table, wood sign creation, mallet creation, and table 
making. Newly elected WA Board of Trustee President, 
Chris Lyford ‘92, stopped by and rolled up his shirt 
sleeves helping to finish a wood table and speaking to 
the FB Live audience about the growing need for skilled 
labor in today’s workforce.    

Chris is a 1992 graduate of Washington Academy and on 
June 21, 2018 was elected Board of Trustees president. 
Prior to his election he served as board secretary and has 
been actively involved in the growth of the Academy’s 
entrepreneurial and skill based education programs. 
Chris, a senior vice president at Machias Savings Bank, 
understands the increasing demand for secondary 
education that focuses on the development of career 
building skills that can be utilized in our local community 
and throughout the world. He always has his finger on 
WA’s pulse and interested in making a difference. 

His interest in WA is inherent as his wife, Andrea is a 1996 
graduate, his daughter Chloe is a sophomore at WA and 
daughter Kara will be joining WA as a freshman next fall. 
Congratulations Chris! 

Last June Darren Prout ‘87, joined the WA Board of 
Trustees. Darren is the owner of the By Us Company, 
Bluebird Ranch Inc., and the Barren View Golf Course. 
His experience as a “hands on” entrepreneur will prove 
to be invaluable as WA continues to add innovation and 
entrepreneurial courses to future curricula.

When Darren isn’t seen on site at one of his businesses 
he can often be found lending a hand at youth athletic 
events within the community. He has been a volunteer 

coach with the 
Machias Area Little 
League (MALL)  
for four years and 
was instrumental 
in resurfacing 
the MALL infield 
and press booth 
construction. 
Darren is also a USA 
swimming stroke 
and turn official. 
Whenever there 
is a need in youth 
athletics Darren 

is always willing to help and improve opportunities for 
young people in our community. 

Darren’s sense of community extends beyond athletics as 
he has been a three-year member of the Wild Blueberry 
Advisory Committee and also a one-year member of the 
Sunrise Economic Committee. Welcome Darren! n
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LEADERSHIP

WA Trustee President Chris Lyford and Jonathan Bragg ’20 making a 
wood table.

Darren Prout

The Lyford family (L-R):  Chloe, Kara, Andrea and Chris



Rylea Steeves ‘17, is a sophomore 
studying Physical Education at the 
University of Maine at Orono. Rylea 
continues her passion for athletics 
as a basketball referee in Downeast 
Board #18 and Eastern Maine 
Board #111 (a dual member for 
both boards). She gives back to the 
community annually by volunteering 
as a co-coach for the Machias Area 
Little League softball team, The 
Hurricanes. The team is comprised 
of 9 - 12 year old girls who last year 
went on to win the Machias Area Little 
League Championship. Rylea was 
also an assistant coach for the Machias 
All-Star 9-10 year old softball team. Her 
future aspirations include becoming 
a varsity softball coach, a physical 
education teacher and athletic 
director. For the love of softball.

Ava Emery ‘18, a freshman at Husson 
University broke a 9 year old school 
record in the 200 yard butterfly event 
on December 1, 2018 at the Regis 
Invitational in Weston, MA. She 
placed 5th at the Great Northern 
Atlantic Conference (GNAC) at 
Simmons College in Boston, MA on 
February 1, 2019 and will represent the 
Eagles at the New England Swimming 
and Diving Championship (NEISDA) 
being held at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, MA 
on February 21. Ava spends her 
summers as a lifeguard and swim 
instructor at the University of Maine 
in Machias. She is pursuing an 
Occupational Therapy degree in the 
Husson School of Health Science, and 
she has recently been recognized as a 
member of the NEISDA All Academic 
Team. For the love of swimming.

Ben Teer ‘10, is the owner of Teer 
Basketball Training (TBT). TBT is a 
business that Ben started in 2015 
because of his passion for the sport of 
basketball. Since 2015 he has trained 
and mentored over 10,000 athletes. 
Ben has also had thousands of youths 
attend one of his 15 basketball 
summer camps that take place all 
over the state of Maine. He currently 
resides in Bangor with his wife of 
5 years Megan and their 4 month old 
son Ben. For the love of basketball.

Josh Cates ‘98, has been a 10 year 
volunteer coach for Machias Area 
Little League (MALL) and a two year 
boys basketball coach for Bay Ridge 
Elementary School. This summer 
he coached the Machias Senior 
Little League team managed by 
Timmy Maker ‘86. In July the team  
competed in the Senior Eastern 

Gage Feeney ‘15, is currently 
studying Mechanical Engineering at 
the University of Southern Maine 
(USM) with plans to minor in Electrical 
Engineering. Gage is the starting 
pitcher for the USM Huskies. He has 
compiled a record of 9 - 1 and for the 
past two years the team has found 
themselves one game away from the 
College World Series. Gage spends 
his summers playing in the Futures 
Collegiate Baseball League (FCBL) 
based in Massachusetts. He works 
hard daily in hopes of continuing 
to play at the next level. In addition 
to a career in engineering Gage 
hopes to one day coach baseball. 
For the love of baseball. 

Regional Tournament in West 
Deptford, New Jersey. Josh currently 
resides in Cutler, Maine with his wife 
Laurie ‘97 and children Lucas 14, and 
twins Avery and Max 12. He is the 
owner operator of F/V Avery Grace. 
Timmy is also an 11 year volunteer 
coach MALL and a two year baseball 
coach for Elm Street Elementary 
School. He is the owner of Timmy’s 
Auto Body in East Machias, Maine 
and resides in Marshfield Maine with 
his wife Kelly. Timmy is the father 
of two sons, Ryan ‘16 and Derek ‘21. 
For the love of baseball.
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ALUMNI ATHLETE CLASS NOTES  

ˮ
“WA honors all athletes 

and recognizes their efforts 
which go hand in hand 
with their outstanding 

academic achievements 
in Raider tradition.

-Athletic Director Blaine Steeves



1792 Founders Society -
$1,000+
Le-Jen Huang
Peter Hukki '63
Glenn Helton and Susan '81
 MacFarland-Helton
Valerie Stimpson '47

Cornerstone Society - 
$500-749
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust 
Jeffory and Elizabeth Begin 
Linnie Crane '37 
Mary Beth and Gillian '95 Gaddis
 In memory of George Gaddis '68 
Jack '79 and Kathy Gardner 
Richard '58 and Margaret '62 

Gardner 
Philippe and Robin Gautier 
John Johnson '53
Chris '92 and Andrea '96 Lyford
Machias Dental, P.A.

Joan Gatcomb '50
 In memory of Catherine 

Gatcomb Whitney
Douglas Goodman 
Alvin '47 and Pat Hall
 In memory of Wallace Hall 
Dolores Hanson '55 
Stephen '79 and Carolyn 

Harrington 
Helen's Restaurant of Machias
Charles '62 and Charlene 

Henderson 
Michael and Rebecca '90 

Hennessey 
Edward and Rhoda '68 Hodgdon
Douglas Holmes '60 
Robert Huntley '56
 In memory of Laura Geel '52
John T. Cyr & Sons, Inc. 
Cathy Johnson '73 
Stephen and Junia Lehman
 In memory of Camron Roberts '17
Ruth Leubecker '60 
Michael Look '71
 In memory of Leon Look
Dennis Mahar '79 
James and Pamela '60 Marsh 
Dean '99 and Teresa McGuire
William '65 and Terry '66 Moore 

In memory of Donald Look '43 
Heather O'Leary 
Christopher Plaisted '11 
Maxine Porter '58 
Robert and Vivian Reynolds
 In honor of Dolores Hanson '55
Michael Todd and Lisa Smith  
John and Carole Ann Sprague 

In honor of Hannah '14 and 
 Lydia '18 Sprague

Friends of WA - $250-499
Brian and Tara '88 Bartko
John Gaddis '65 
Clinton '49 and Mary Gardner
Patricia Gibson '54
 In memory of Edmund Gibson
Kerry '66 and Christine '67 Huckins
Judson and Paula '86 McBrine
Jonathan McClure
 In memory of Camron Roberts '17
David McMahon '75 
Wayne and Gail Peters 
Robert and Suzanne Plaisted 
Blair and Susan '71 West  

Maroon & White Club -
$50-249
Roger '63 and Beverly '65 Ackley
Catherine Arrington 
Nancy Bean '64 
Larry Bryant '63 
Joan Carter  
Hazel Clay '66 
Douglas and Eileen Curry
 In honor of Audrey '11 and 
 John '15 Curry
Sandra Davis '53 
William '87 and MaryEllen '87 Day
Clarence '56 and Joan Dennison 

In memory of deceased classmates 
from 1956

David and Carol Dowley 
Vincent '39 and Evelyn Dowling
Peter and Alice Duston 
Ian and Stephanie Emery 
Betsy Fitzgerald '66 
Harland Flynn '45 
George and Eleanor '51 Fochesato

Your gifts make student 
achievement possible

2017 - 2018

Ruth E. Rich, 41     12/28/18
Ellen P. Weed, ‘54     11/18/18
Michael Sawtelle, ‘12     10/18/18
Pauline Tyson, ‘59     9/12/18
Cedric A. Dennison, ‘65  8/29/18
Vivian Johnson, ‘38     8/21/18
John A. Zegouros, ‘75     8/10/18
Kenneth George Dwelley, ‘69
 8/5/18
Carol Armstrong, ‘65     7/13/18
George Johnson, ‘47     7/13/18
Stephen Mclean, ‘69     7/9/18
Richard A. Purington, ‘65 6/23/18
Doris Knowlton '56     6/11/2018
Frederick E. Vose, Jr., ‘48 5/12/18
Priscilla Look, ‘42   4/24/18

In Memoriam

WA is looking for you and your classmates. 
Please help us reconnect by contacting the 

WA Development Office at
 development@raider4life.org 

or by phone at (207) 255-8301 ex. 220.

SPOTLIGHT ON

GIVING

Washington Academy 
would like to thank the many friends 

and family members of 
Ellen Scott Weed, 

a beloved member of the Class of 1954. 
Gifts in memory of Ellen 
continue to be received 

making a daily difference in the 
lives of WA students. 

Theodore and Allison '81 Tibbetts
 In memory of Vance White '73
James and Linda Varney 
Francis and Claire Wallace
 In honor of Larissa Holland '16
Calvin and Ellen '54 Weed 
Wight's Sporting Goods 
Dawn Woodbrey '49 
Clyde Young '60
 In memory of Leonard Young '63
Richard '55 and Cecile Young

Raider Club – up to $49
Alicia J. Nichols Fundraising 

Counsel  
Awards, Signage & Trophies 
Berg Sportswear 
Peter and Gail Berry
 In honor of Dr. John Gaddis '65
Sarah Cameron 
Douglas '55 and Betty Coffin
	 In	memory	of	Scott	Coffin	'83
Merle and Alice '51 Cousins  
John Farris '43 
Daniel and Jill '73 Gardner  
Marlene Hawbaker '60 
James and Ann Jenkins
 In memory of Elizabeth Hall 
Breen and Joan Libby 
Wendall '64 and Linda Libby 
Edwin '67 and Evelyn Randall 
Jean and Alison Savard 
Christian and Britta Sunde 
Barry and Mathy Terrill 
Ray and Marlene Wilbur
 In honor of Devyn Seeley '19
David Winksi and Laurel Storm 
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2018 ALUMNI WEEKEND 

Ballgame

Banquet

Banquet

BanquetBallgame

Trustee Tea

Banquet

Trustee Tea

BanquetBallgame



Alumni/Development Office
PO Box 190

East Machias, ME 04630

Change Service Requested

2018 Class C Volleyball State Champions, including Penobscot Valley Conference (PVC) Coach of the year Corey 
Schwinn and co-player of the year Brecken Barker. PVC First Team member Brecken Barker is joined by PVC Second 
Team members Kylie Atkinson and Morgan Schwinn. PVC All Academic members include; Brecken Barker, Briahna 
Reece, Teeya Harmon, Taya Wood, and Briahna Renshaw. 
              

Congratulations Lady Raiders
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