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When our Director of Development came to me a few
months back suggesting the theme for this issue of
Washington Academy Today be “STEAM”, I was quick to
jump aboard. She was referring to the recent movement
in education, based on an integrated, cross-disciplinary
approach to teaching, and learning; a focus on that intersection of historically
independent disciplines of study — art and science — and the sweet spot where
creativity and technology actually feed on one another to build/create value.
This initiative, which first started gaining national traction as “STEM” in the 1990’s,
(Science, Technology, Education, and Mathematics), and has subsequently morphed
into various extended acronyms, most notably STEAM with an “A” for arts, has
become a rallying cry for 21st century learning. Yet when we sat down and began
deconstructing it and not simply using it in a sentence, it quickly became clear that this
has been WA’s unwavering philosophy long before it was a trendy media buzzword.
Our hallmark and our heritage for over 200 years has been a focus on the importance
of parts coming together to create a better whole, and providing young people with
an environment that fosters big picture development and skills. As today’s technologydriven society undeniably affects and informs virtually all facets of our daily lives, this
has never been more critical. And as occupational lines continue to blur, and required
skill sets overlap and borrow from one another, no longer is doing one thing and
doing it well a viable path to long-term success.
At its very core, steam is energy. And energy only becomes power when it’s properly
directed, and channeled. At WA, our steam springs from myriad places. It starts with
our educators, which includes every person on this campus, regardless of their role. It
includes parents, volunteers, the community, and especially the students themselves.
And at the heart of this engine, our alumni.
We’ll continue in this direction. It has served us well. And with your energy, we’ll
continue full steam ahead.
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Ava Emery, Sophomore

Scientific Swimmer

Ian Squire, Sophomore

Artistic Architect

Tim Olsen, Sophomore

Enterprising Engineer

Gabrielle Canane, Senior

Magnetic Musician

“Our aim should be to secure for every boy and girl the most complete education
possible…in general culture and development and in special training for the business
of life. The proper study of mankind is Man. This maxim is as true in the nineteenth
century as it was in the eighteenth.”
~ Washington Academy graduate Class of 1874, Rev. Dr. Samual Harris, PhD,
Professor of Systematic Theology, Yale University, from his primary address at the Memorial of the
Centennial Celebration, August 1892, commemorating the Founding of Washington Academy.

SPOTLIGHT ON

LEADERSHIP

“A Trio of Trust”
W

hen you think of “trust”, words
like reliance, expectation, and
certainty come to mind. In fact, the
definition of trust is “something held
by one party for the benefit of
another”. So it’s no coincidence
that the three new members of the
Washington Academy Board of
Trustees are indeed proven pillars
of community trust - with our money,
our families, our homes, and our kids.

Tara Bartko is a Vice President and
the Controller of Machias Savings
Bank. Beginning as a MSB teller in
1992, she has been entrusted with
other people’s money her entire
adult life, and in some cases, with
other people’s children as well.
A Machias native, Tara graduated
from WA in 1988 before getting a
teaching degree in mathematics from
University of Maine. “I was living in
Bangor with my new husband,” she
shares. “I had moved away and was
never coming back,” she says flatly.
“But he wanted to live here and I
agreed, as long as I could either teach
at WA or work for Machias Savings
Bank.” Bartko was going to student
teach at WA beginning in the fall, but
first spent that summer working at
MSB. She never left, but you can’t say
she hasn’t looked back.
Tara and her husband have already
spent years “having” kids at WA; they
hosted two of WA’s international
students, and they were then going
to host a third student, from South
Korea, but wound up taking Bartko’s
nephew in a few years ago, who also
went to WA. “I’ve been a WA parent
for five years now and our child hasn’t
even started there yet,” she added,
referring to their daughter Myla, who
is expected to begin WA in four years.
“I’m very proud of WA,” Bartko says
beaming, while talking about her new
role. “And I’m very excited about
serving in this new capacity. It’s really

L-R: Jonathan
McClure,
Tara Bartko,
Steve Pineo

my dream from twenty-four years ago
come true. I finally get to do both.”
Jonathan McClure has been the
owner of McClure Family Funeral
Services in Machias for over fifteen
years. As Director of a funeral home,
trust is understandably a big part
of his business. “This business has
changed a lot,” he says, in part
referring to changes in technology,
social media, and even medical
practice, “but it’s still about people
entrusting you with their family.”
McClure was born in Machias and
raised in Lubec, first with his mother,
and then with his grandmother who
was the teaching principal at Lubec
Elementary School for 37 years. “I was
in school before I even started school,”
he says smartly. “I have a deeply
instilled appreciation for teachers.”
McClure’s father died when he was in
high school and it was his first close
experience with death. “It was a
turning point,” he reveals. “I just knew,
then, that I wanted to do something
in the medical field.” He got a degree
in Mortuary Science from Mount Ida
College in Boston, apprenticed for a
few years in Belfast, and then chose
to return home.
While McClure is proud of his own
Lubec education, his two daughters
are students at WA. “WA’s done a
great job with my kids,” he says
proudly. “They were a little overwhelmed at first, but they’ve really
embraced it. Especially its cultural
diversity. I think that parental
perceptions can sometimes hold
kids back. I hope we can continue to
change that around here.”
Steve Pineo is the owner of Pineo’s
True Value in Machias and as such,

has been a trusted, go-to resource for
home repair and improvement for
over 26 years. He has also been
charged with the care and guidance
of hundreds of WA students over
more than ten years, first as JV, then
Varsity men’s basketball coach,
where he helped bring home the
school’s first b-ball state title in 2010.
Pineo was also in school before most
kids. “My mom was a teacher,” he says.
“First at Elm Street, then Jonesboro,
then Columbia Falls.” Pineo stayed
local and spent four years at WA,
graduating in 1988. “I had a great
experience there. WA really prepared
me to go to college even though I
didn’t know what I wanted to do with
my life. I started working part time at
Greg Coffin’s hardware store while
getting my degree in recreation
management from UMM.” Pineo
bought the business in 2007.
An athlete throughout school, Pineo
returned to WA to coach freshmen
basketball for six years. His coaching
then followed his two sons to Jonesboro and Pee Wee leagues, and then
back to WA Varsity until just last year.
Pineo’s sons, Nick and Colin, both
graduated from WA and have chosen
to stay local, Nick at UMM and the
store, and Colin as a fisherman. “I’m
very proud of them both,” he said.
As for his new role as Trustee, “I have
a background with a lot of different
areas the Trustees govern, from
athletics to running a business to
being an alumni and parent,” Pineo
explains. “And I was on the school
board in Jonesboro for eight years.
I love budgeting, and planning, and
negotiations. I’ve always felt it’s very
important to give back to this school,
and to give back to this community.” n
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SPOTLIGHT ON

GIVING

Jud McBrine and Mary Rea

Providing the STEAM
to Move Ahead

WA Receives $45,000
in Estate Gifts

Through their generosity in life and
in death, two more individuals have
helped seed the future for Washington
Academy students. In the spring of
2017, seniors will be able to apply
for the Arleen
C. Pierce
Scholarship,
which was
recently
funded through
a $25,000
bequest from
the estate of
Jane M. Askloff.
A renowned
artist from Lubec,
Ms. Askloff
understood well the intersection of the
arts and sciences. Her goal with this
gift was to assist students interested in
pursuing a degree in chemistry, natural
sciences, wildlife, natural resource
management or conservation.
Mary Rea, daughter of 1906 graduate,
Charles Cary, left a $20,000 estate
gift in her father’s memory to help
strengthen Washington Academy
through development of its curriculum
and facilities. Mary was deeply
passionate about the environment,
as evidenced by her many years of
service as a founding member of
the Maine Coast Heritage Trust. As a
fitting tribute to the family, the school’s
cross-country trail will be named the
Charles A. Cary Trail.
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When All of Life’s
A Stage

Kristin Wright is putting her STEAM back
into Washington Academy. A local
graduate of Washington Academy ‘87
and Bowdoin College ‘91, and coming
from a family of artists, Kristin has always
sought ways to integrate creativity,
compassion and commerce. Since her
first appearances in Washington
Academy’s drama club, she has written,
directed and acted in numerous plays
throughout the country. Discovering
that it’s extremely difficult to support a
family in theater, especially in a rural area
like Washington County where Kristin
wanted to raise her children, Sophie ‘16,
and Ian Squire ‘18, Kristin took to leadership roles in non-profits, where her
creativity could be used to strengthen the
business while serving the community.

Fast forward a few years and Kristin says
she has found the perfect niche for her
skills and interests. As WA’s newly
appointed Director of Development,
Kristin has focused on alumni development and supporting the creative
integration of technology into curriculum.
“I believe the future of Washington
County depends in large part on how
well we provide the next generation
with the tools and mentors needed to
flourish professionally in our remote
location,” she says pointedly. “With the
accessibility of the internet and the
expansion of high paying and creatively
rewarding careers which can be done
remotely, I truly see the sky as the
limit for our community. Fields such

as Robotics, Video Game Design, CAD
(Computer Assisted Design), Marine
Biology, Web Design and Social Media
Marketing open the door for our
children to dream big AND choose to
return home if they desire.”
Kristin believes in this direction so
fervently, she began volunteering at
Washington Academy early last October,
writing grants to obtain some of the
technological equipment needed for
students to excel in these STEAM fields.
She has written grants for 3D printers
for use in CAD and Robotics, computers
and software necessary to teach students
web and video game design, and
graphing calculators so all math students
learn advanced computation skills.
Kristin - the force behind WA’s Raider
Reader, Facebook and other social media is especially excited to be working with
several students (including her son, Ian
Squire, shown with her above), on a
pilot project to integrate student video,
photography and writing into the
Academy’s communication efforts. “With
this initiative, students who have an
interest in design or storytelling, a
creative editing eye, and the perseverance to keep up with rapidly evolving
technology can develop very marketable
skills while having fun, and supporting
Washington Academy’s mission.”

Increasing Aspirations to get on Board

“Taking A Test? Yeah, We Got That.”

Lisa Suarez is making a difference for dozens of WA students, one test, and one college credit at a
time. Recognizing that finances may prevent many students from taking Advanced Placement tests or
participating in WA’s Early College Program, Suarez and her husband, Bart Brizee, are literally picking
up the tab. The couple sets aside funds at Washington Academy through monthly contributions, and
students apply for assistance. “This fund is a force multiplier--providing funds for Advance Placement
testing and the Early College Program saves students close to $1,000 per college course,” Suarez
explains. “It may also save students hundreds of dollars in student loan interest they would be paying
back later.” Students are encouraged to pay this generosity forward by pledging $50 back to the
program within 10 years of graduating. Together, Suarez and Brizee are making sure that what’s in a
student’s pocket, doesn’t hold them back from using what’s in their head.

‘‘

They’re building underwater
robots. They’re solving real world
problems. And we’re showing
our students that there are many
many ways to be “creative”.

‘‘

Chris Sunde

Meet The
STEAM Team
chris Sunde

Tyl Er goodwin
shAwn schmitter
jon Mcbrine
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SPOTLIGHT ON

ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY

‘‘

I still have to understand the
principles of colors, have the
same knowledge of art, have
a creative thing to say, it’s
just that I’m using different
tools, methods to get there,
and modes of display.

‘‘

Brett Leighton, ‘17

Full STEAM Ahead

E

very professor of sociology will
tell you that you can learn a lot
about what’s important to any given
society by its language; not just by its
words, but by its expressions as well.

Steam, which is commonly defined
as “water vapor kept under pressure
so as to supply energy for heating,
cooking, or mechanical work”, has
played a pivotal role in our collective
evolution, and an expressive one in
our communal psyche.
There is a historied preponderance
of phrases relating to steam, the
overwhelming majority of which are
extremely positive in context. Steam,
like cream and myriad other goodly
things in this world, rises. Steam brings
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to mind a menagerie of images all of
which tend to swirl around movement
and power. Steam certainly doesn’t
stay still. It blasts and it whistles. It blows
and goes forward, driving engines and
trains. It enters the room with a “full
head”. And it makes things happen.

So it’s no surprise that this acronym
has garnered much traction as a
metaphor for contemporary standards
of teaching, learning, and educational
progress. It’s also fitting that this
reference to unbridled energy applies
to young people at this highly
impressionable, critically transitory,
game-changing chapter in their lives.
Launched by the National Science
Foundation in the 1990s, STEM began

as an effort to focus this country’s
curriculum on Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths in response
to increased global competition
and development of platform upon
platform of new and emerging
technologies. In 2006, Rhode Island
School of Design added an “A” for
Arts, and STEAM was born. More
recently, other disciplines have vied
for attention; A for Architecture,
R for reading, and even a second
M for medical.
Any way you spell it though, STEAM
stems from the core principle that no
subject can be successfully taught
in isolation. Every student will enter
a world in which life domains are
increasingly interrelated. Graduates

she explains, “it’s just that I’m using
different tools, methods to get there,
and modes of display.”

today must be equipped with a
holistic grasp of what needs to be
done, and be able to draw on a
diverse set of skills to successfully do
so. In short, it is about literacy and
fluency across all new “languages” of
creativity and production, and how
they all work together to impact the
big picture.

Career Tech and Vocation teacher
Shawn Schmitter’s lesson plans run
the gamut from engine repair and
carpentry to CAD (computer aided
design) and 3D printing. “The students
get to experience the entire process,
from problem-solving to design to
engineering to production,” Schmitter
says proudly. “We are literally building
drones using the 3D printer. We are
printing the future right here at WA.”

As a Resident Faculty, Jon McBrine is
pretty much teaching something to
someone 24/7. “We’ve successfully
created an integration of classes
where they feed off each
other,” he points out.
The WA campus is criss
“And while it’s good for
We are printing
crossed with examples of
all the kids to participate
the future right
interconnected opportuin creative, tech-driven
here at WA.
nities and achievements,
thinking, we’re
preparing students for
definitely
reaching a
Shawn Schmitter
these 21st Century degroup of students that
mands. Brett Leighton ’17
don’t always shine in
is an accomplished and emerging
more traditionally ‘creative’ ways.”
artist. And while she can certainly
McBrine’s classes work on coding
wield a brush and a pencil, her
and programming and even app
canvas of choice is a tablet. She
development. “They’re building
paints almost exclusively digitally.
underwater robots. They’re solving
As a result, Leighton, who wants to
real world problems. And we’re
create graphic novels and comics,
showing our students that there are
must also be a technician developing
many many ways to be ‘creative’.”
extensive skills in both software
and hardware arenas. “I still have
Science teacher Chris Sunde taught in
to understand the principles of
the public schools of New York City
colors, have the same knowledge
and in the backwoods of Maine before
of art, have a creative thing to say”
landing at WA teaching outdoor
leadership, physics, and engineering.
Sunde’s classes have been collaborating with fellow teacher Malcolm
Holmes’s Marine Biology class to
build submersible rovers that will be
used in a wide variety of real-world
initiatives and research projects.

‘‘

‘‘

something I see connections to a lot,”
Goodwin points out. “Angles. Perspective. Vanishing points. Kids who have
had geometry are the ones rifling
off answers.” And technology breaks
down barriers when it comes to art,
he says. “It’s often far less imposing
to them to try things digitally than it
may be to put pen to paper, or do
something on an easel standing in
front of class. That alone is a game
changer.” Goodwin goes on, “We
can start with an idea, then a drawing,
which becomes 3D. We then do
stop-motion, put it in iMovie, and
add some music made down the hall.
There’s no limit to how far we can go.”

Art teacher Tyler Goodwin was
STEAMing young and at home with a
father who owned a sign business and
an older brother early into graphic
and web design. He brings those
same cross-referencing sensibilities
to the classroom. “Math is definitely

Over one hundred years ago, in 1892,
delivering the primary address at the
Washington Academy Centennial
Celebration, WA graduate Rev.
Samuel Harris, PhD, Yale University,
put it this way: “With all the advance
of the study of science and its
indisputable claim to an important
place in education, the study of the
language, literature, art, and history
of man and of his development, is at
least as important to the development
of the person and the mastery of
himself and of his resources.”
This is how for over 200 years
Washington Academy has quietly
and purposefully led a modern-day
revolution, where every graduate
leaves this station with a broadly
stamped, and well-rounded ticket to
ride…anywhere they wish to go. n
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SPOTLIGHT ON

YOUNG ALUMNI

“When Life Imitates Art”

I

f you didn’t know that
Chad Crowley ‘15 was
the only student in his
four years at WA to have a
record of perfect attendance, it might have been because you didn’t recognize
him. You see, Chad had a penchant for donning a dizzying
array of elaborate costumes,
on any given day, despite
the absence of an obvious
cause for dressing up.

Crowley, who’s just completed his first year at Savannah
College of Art and Design
(SCAD) in Georgia, is a
performance artist. Across
disciplines ranging from animated
filmmaking to mural painting to
costume design, his creations
tell stories, trumpet causes, and
inform, engage and humor his
audience, whoever that may be. His
works feature recurring themes of
transformation, scale, and villainry,
while always pushing the limits of
himself, his environment, and the
mediums he manipulates.
He is, admittedly, an artist of excess.
Crowley was born and raised in
Addison, Maine, attending D.W.
Merritt School through 8th grade. He
chose WA because, “they have the
best art program in the region, and
I could take art all four years,” he
explained. “I loved my time at WA,”
he beams. “Here in Savannah, I’m
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building on themes and projects
I did there. I draw on friendships,
teachers, events, lessons and even
Drama Club which helped me stand
up and talk about my work. Drama
taught me how to express my ideas.”
Ideas are in no short supply for
Crowley as evidenced by the hundreds of characters he has created
across a variety of mediums. His
material of choice however, would
have to be his ingenious assemblages of repurposed cardboard. His
mother, Rebecca White, shares, “We
have long joked that all he needs is
pizza boxes, duct tape, hot glue, felt,
and spray paint and he can make
just about anything.” A would-havebeen engineering asset to the crew
of Apollo 13, Crowley backs that

by Bill Kitchen
up declaring, “If I wanted
something, I’d just make
it for myself.” It could be
argued that in many ways,
Crowley’s not unlike a
walking, talking, 3D printer.
SCAD, although a long
way from Downeast Maine,
definitely agrees with him.
He banked his first two
terms with straight As and a
nod from the Dean. “I think
this school is a good
choice for me,” he said. “I’m
eyeing a major in animation
right now, and this is my
opportunity to test it out.”
And despite a lack of snow
(“another great, cheap material you
can make amazing things out of”, he
notes), and the loss of Mardens and
Sue’s Thrift Shop (yes, he does still
dress up on occasion), he says, “I’m
gonna stick around here for awhile.”
Summing it up, Crowley puts it this
way, “The one thing I’ve learned
from my teachers all along the way is
that a whole lot of people will keep
on telling you you need to pick one
specific thing, stick with it, and that’s
how you’ll make money. But all my
teachers say the opposite. Pursue a
lot of things, and one thing doesn’t
have to be your only thing.”
In Chad Crowley’s marvelous world
of magic, there’s very little chance of
that. n

As a pivotal part of Machias Savings
Bank’s communications and community engine, Day ’14, produces an
endless string of events across media
platforms that range from no-tech
word of mouth to tech-driven social
media. And like the chaos that seems
her office, here too, old-school and
new-school actually work together in
perfect harmony.
Day, who grew up in Machiasport,
was homeschooled from 4th through
8th grade before embarking on WA.
“I’m kind of bubbly,” she says. It pops
out like a balloon.
“I was the teacher’s pet,” she says
proudly. “I loved school. I love learning.
And I guess I did pretty well.” Day
graduated fourth in her class and was
president of the National Honor

‘‘

A

lthough often obscured by
laptop screens peppered with
post-its, and hidden behind
regimented rows of hand-noted cards
precision-placed on every available
surface within arms reach, there is
absolutely, positively, no missing
Jillian Day’s energy.

‘‘
Social STEAM

I got my dream job kind
of before I even knew it
was my dream job.

and Homegrown Energy
Society. She also played varsity soccer
and softball all four years, despite
being quick to proclaim her lack of
star athleticism. “I like being on a
team, and I like teamwork.” Those
skills are serving her well, beyond the
Raider fold and successfully into the
professional world.
After WA, Jillian headed off to
Wheaton College in Massachusetts
having long decided that she wanted
to go somewhere different but not
really wanting to leave her favored
New England. In fact, she thought
it just might be a stop on her way
to DC, where she’d end up working
for some geopolitical think tank or
government research agency. And
while she loved Wheaton, Day came
home for the summer and realized
she loved it here more.
“I could be a history teacher,” she
thought at the time fondly. “ And

then someone at WA gave someone
at Machias Savings Bank my resume.
I got my dream job kind of before I
even knew it was my dream job.”
While Jillian spends much of her
energy building communities
through social media, she also builds
communities by volunteering, thanks
in part to her employer. “One of the
things I know about living here is that
there’s always something you can do
to make a difference, because there’s
a lot of people that need help here,”
she says, turning uncharacteristically
somber. “And one of the things I like
about working here is that MSB has
given me the resources and the tools
to help the community, while doing
something I’ve gotten pretty good at.”
It’s pretty clear what Jillian’s definition
of “pretty good” actually is. n
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Hon Yi Dong’ 10
as featured on the
cover of UMaine’s
alumni magazine.
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From Washington Academy to Washington, D.C.

H

A Journey Powered
by STEAM

ong Yi Dong ’10 already had
practice jumping into a new
culture when he arrived at
Washington Academy as a junior, in
the fall of 2008. Although born on
Xiamen Island in Fujian Province,
China, Hong’s family moved to the
Philippines when he was only five.
Dropped into a second language
and culture when most children are
just beginning to wrap their arms
around their first one, he learned
not only to adapt, but to embrace
unfamiliar surroundings at an
exceptionally young age.
Having discovered that he learned
languages easily, he was quick to
accept his father’s offer to finish his
last two years of high school in the
U.S. Not all Chinese families whose
children attend school in this country
are wealthy however, and Hong had
no idea that when he said goodbye
to his parents, his family’s more
modest means would mean that he
would not see them for eight years
running. The financial pressures of
studying abroad, combined with the
complexities of holding a Chinese
passport and visas for the Philippines
and the U.S. still prevent him from
returning home to visit his parents,
sister, grandparents, and friends.
Hong was not a “Second Language
Student” entering WA. English was
already his fourth language, so when
given the chance to learn a fifth, he
seized on Spanish, something he

had always longed to do. He also
learned to swim, joined a swim team,
and twice served as the residential
student assistant for the Summer
Language Program, living with host
families during the weeks before
summer classes started.
Hong’s two years at Washington
Academy allowed him all the time
he needed to adjust to cultural
differences in this educational system,
and this society. For starters, WA’s
diverse array of international students
meant that he was not alone.
Secondly, being immersed in this
‘small town school’ allowed Hong to
get a sense of what Maine people
are really like, while ResLife trips
allowed him to experience more
urban environments. He came away
with a surprisingly broad perspective
on this country’s melting pot of
culture in a very short period of
time. This also made for a smooth
transition to University of Maine.
Hong’s language proficiency and
varied successes at WA earned
him a full tuition scholarship at the
University of Maine (UMaine) and
in the fall of 2010, Hong began
the next step in his journey. Hong’s
experience at the University of Maine
was life changing. Shortly after
graduating from WA, he learned
that UMaine offered a major in New
Media, a degree that combines basic
computer science skills with graphic
design. Artistic by nature and at

ease with computer technology, this
pathway perfectly fit his combined
interest in computer interfaces and
art. It was textbook STEAM at play,
in real life.
Hong quickly got a job perfectly
suited to his major at the Engineering
Composite Center on the UMaine
campus. In this position, he designed
new logos for the center that are
still used on the UMaine website. He
participated in events sponsored by
the Office of International Programs
and volunteered for the international
admissions office out of appreciation
for his scholarship. He also began
learning his sixth language, Japanese.
After graduation, Hong landed a job
as the Creative Associate for Nvisium,
an internet/mobile device security
company located in Washington D.C.,
where he is responsible for rebuilding
and designing their current website,
creating marketing assets, and
collaborating with his colleagues in
order to serve the company’s team
members.
Hong will tell you that life is all about
a whole lot of preparation, and
“yuanfen”, or “chance meetings”.
The journey that started in China
brought him to Washington Academy,
then connected him to UMaine, and
ultimately led him to a job in DC.
For Hong, it’s clear that language is
his passport, and he’s got plenty of
STEAM skills packed in his bag. n
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ALUMNI

“O
The
Shoe-sational
Margaret
Gardner ‘62
By Charlene Cates

ne, two, three, four, and a line
through them makes five.
That’s sixty five and counting”.
The tally marks continued to grow on
the tiny slip of paper attached to the
corner of my desk until I reached
June, at 175 school days. I faithfully
kept track that year. It was 1992. And
never a single day did Margaret
Gardner wear the same outfit.
On most days she changed her
shoes twice. In the morning she
started out with a spunky set of heels.
Fellow teacher Cathy Johnson
remembers well. “Oh my gosh, those
heels”, states Cathy, “She must
have had a million of them. I don’t
know how she walked in them.”
By afternoon, Margaret often
changed into something a bit more
comfortable, like green sneakers or
boat shoes. But who was counting
anyway? Actually, we all were.
If you are like me and attended
Washington Academy anywhere
between the years of 1974 and 1999,
you knew two things were true. One,
Mrs. Gardner could cram more in
your head in English 9 than you
thought was possible to learn over
a lifetime. And two, if the discussion
of Romeo and Juliet became more
than you could possibly bear, you
could always entertain yourself
with marveling at her wardrobe.
Says current Guidance Counselor
Stephanie Seeley ’87, “Mrs. Gardner
was dressed to the nines and
dressed for success. And she
expected success from us, too.
Her class was the first time I’d ever
heard the word onomatopoeia.
I learned alliteration, assonance,
and a lot of other things. I loved
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Mrs. Gardner.” Seeley continues,
“Mrs. Gardner took me on my
first plane ride, all the way to
Washington, D. C. on a Close-Up
trip. She must have worn her
sneakers then because we did a
ton of walking.”
Margaret Gardner’s career at
Washington Academy spanned
25 years and impacted hundreds
of lives. She taught everything from
English, to History, to Latin, with
Latin being her favorite subject.
And she started that out of necessity.
She explains, “Just two weeks before
school started in 1978, we were
without a Latin teacher. I thought,
I can do that. The kids were amazing
and they loved to be tested. Every
year we would give the students the
National Latin Exam, and most would
score above the national average.”
According to her former colleague
Kay Richmond she was a great
teacher, “consistent, even, and solid.
And kids liked her and learned
from her.” I too could recognize her
brilliance as a teacher, even from
my seat in Freshman English.
I remember one particular unit
where we had to interpret the poetry
of five different poets, like from
Emily Dickinson to H.H. Monroe. It
was a difficult task for young minds.
Mrs. Gardner’s response to our
attempts at interpretation were
matter of fact. “Incorrect”, she would
say before moving on to the next
unwilling participant. She went
all the way around the room,
“No, I don’t think so… that’s not it…
absolutely not.” Finally she’d just
give us that famous little chuckle,
put her hand on her hip, while
muttering her often heard words,
“Oh, you people”.

If you didn’t have the pleasure of
catching Mrs. Gardner’s wardrobe
in the classroom, you could always
catch her on the road. Long time
driving instructors, Mr. and Mrs.
Gardner taught students as much
about navigating life while in the car
as they did in the classroom. Says
former student Holly Costley ’88,
“From Margaret I learned grammar
and I learned to drive”. She continues
“I’d be white knuckled and clutching
the steering wheel with Dick in the
passenger’s seat saying ‘Holly, I think
you’re driving a bit fast for these
road conditions.’ Margaret was
another story. She’d jump in with her
Jackie O’ sunglasses on, kick-off her
shoes, and say ‘Okay, let’s go!’ ”
And so it was with her famous shoe
collection. According to husband
Dick, it’s an accurate reflection of
what lives in her closet. Says Dick,
“I told Margaret when I married her
I was going to need a separate
truck just to move her shoes”.
Stephanie Seeley speaks for all of us
when she says, “Dick and Margaret
are WA icons. People come and
people go. Even Headmasters. But
they were the constants.” They
will forever be a storied part of
WA. I’m sure there are even some
strands of material from Margaret’s
wardrobe woven somewhere into
the rich history and heritage that is
the fabric of this school. n
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SPOTLIGHT ON

ACHIEVEMENT
MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Meet WA’s 2016 Top 10

1. Valedictorian
Emily Lobley, Husson University, Physical Therapy

6. Dilon Townsend, University of Central Florida,
Forensic Science: Biochemistry Track

2. Salutatorian
Jacob Ketchen, University of Maine at Orono,
Mechanical Engineering

7. Skyler Aucoin-Wright, Wilkes University for
Mechanical Engineering

3. First Honor Essayist
Danielle Bragg, University of New England,
Occupational Therapy
4. Second Honor Essayist
Kalyn Otto, University of Maine, Psychology
5. Sophie Squire, University of New England,
Medical Biology
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8. Kayla Murdaugh, University of Maine at Orono,
Bachelors of Science in Nursing
9. Aubry Sparrow, University of Utah, Biomedical
Engineering
10. Preston Leighton, University of Maine at Machias,
Biology

SPOTLIGHT ON

ALUMNI

Class Notes
1953

Sandra Davis moved back home to
Cutler, ME in April of 2016. Sandy
had been living in Goodyear, AZ,
since 1998. This year will be great.

1976

Shelby Weems moved this past fall
from Anchorage, AK to Branson, MO.
Shelby lived in Anchorage from 1977
to 2015, where she raised four
children and worked primarily as
an accountant. Shelby is enjoying
the warm weather of Branson and
is looking forward to her reunion
this August.

MSB, and as a member of WA’s
communication team and Alumni
Association.

2002/2003

Ryan ‘02 and
Ashley (Radeka)
‘03 Maker
welcomed a son,
Luke Ryan, into
the world on
December 23,
2015, at 5 lbs. 1 oz.
and 18 inches
long. Ryan works
as a Forest Ranger
for the Maine
Forest Service and Ashley will be
staying home to raise baby Luke,
continuing to do some contracted
work in the Development Office at WA.

2008

1987

Grant Love completed his
Doctorate degree in leadership
studies in August 2015 through
Franklin Pierce University. His
dissertation focused on the role that
games, specifically Dungeons and
Dragons has played in developing
leadership skills. Grant lives in
Richmond, NH with his wife and four
daughters and teaches English at
Conant High School in Jaffrey as well
as English Composition at Franklin
Pierce University.

1990

Charlene (Davis) Cates recently
accepted a position at Machias
Savings Bank in Corporate Giving
and Community Relations. She
will continue to play an active role
supporting families in Washington
County, both in her new role at

Grayson Wayne
Burke, the son
of Nathaniel and
Kayla (Wood)
Burke, was born
on December 20,
2015. Grayson
weighed 8 lbs.
5 oz. and was
21 inches long.
Kayla is a 2008 graduate who
attended the University of Maine
at Machias for four years and is
currently in her fourth year teaching
Pre-K at Rose M. Gaffney in Machias.

2011

Felicia Peppin graduated from
Rochester Institute of Technology
(RIT) on May 20th, 2016 with a
B.S. in International Business and
Marketing, after spending her fall
semester studying in Dubai! Next
year she plans to either return to
Dubai for a marketing internship or
to teach english in Korea.

2012

Zachary Ragot, who was two time
Maine State High School Wrestling
Champion while at Washington
Academy, was a 3rd Place Bronze
Medalist in the New England
Regionals for the University of Maine
at Orono. While he did not make
it as far as he had hoped at the
national championships, he says he,
“learned a great deal, and is going all
the way next year.”

In Memoriam
Mara (Cates) Rebhan ‘35

6/21/15

Valerie Berry Day ‘65

3/12/16

Michael Christenson ‘86

6/12/16

Dale Pettegrow ‘56

1/27/16

Donna (Reynolds)
Dennison ‘61

3/13/16

Scott Coffin ‘83

2/28/16

Samuel Stevens ‘ll

3/26/16

Danual L. Holmes ‘66

3/04/16

Stephen Berry, Sr. ‘75

4/5/16
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Making future Alumni memories –

Come relive
yours at
our 2016
Reunion!
Schedule of Events • Saturday, August 6
Alumni Association Meeting
Trustee Tea & Awards
Alumni Social
Alumni Banquet

1:30 p.m., Fine Arts Room 5
3:00 p.m., Old Academy Lawn
4:00 p.m., Gardner Gymnasium
5:00 p.m., Gardner Gymnasium

Classes to be Honored
1945/1946
1955/1956
1965/1966
1975/1976

70th Year
60th Year
50th Year
40th Year

1985/1986
1990/1991
1995/1996
2005/2006

30th Year
25th Year
20th Year
10th Year

Banquet RSVP Card

Number of People _______

Banquet Tickets ($20 each)
Alumni Dues ($10 per alum)

$ _____________
$ _____________

Voluntary Donation to
Alumni Scholarship Fund

$ _____________

Total Enclosed

$ _____________

Meal Choices, please indicate # of each:
_____ Grilled Balsamic Chicken
_____ Roast Beef with Gravy
_____ Broccoli & Cheese Quiche
Name(s): ___________________________________
____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
____________________________________________
Class Year(s): ________________________________
Due to the banquet being catered,
please RSVP by July 15, 2016.
Please mail this completed form and your check to
WA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 465
East Machias, ME 04630.
Please make checks payable to
Washington Academy Alumni Association.

