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News from the Head of School
Last year the faculty, staff, administrators and Board of 
Trustees spent hundreds of hours conducting a self-study 
as part of the Academy’s ten year re-accreditation by the 
Commission on Independent Schools of the New England 
Association of Schools & Colleges (NEASC). With input (from 
surveys) of students, parents and community members 
the self-study allowed us the opportunity to review every-
thing we do and to make recommendations on ways we 
can improve.  

On October 23-26 we hosted a nine member visiting 
committee from independent schools all over New England. The visiting committee 
reviewed our self-study, interviewed students, parents, teachers, staff, adminis-
trators, Trustees and community members. They developed a report with recom-
mendations and commendations and voted to recommend that Washington 
Academy be granted another ten year accreditation.

Once the Commission on Independent Schools accepts the report we will make 
it available to the community and later this winter the Board of Trustees will use 
the report to help assist them in the development of a long range strategic plan. 
The strategic plan will be a guide for Washington Academy for the next three 
to five years. It will help us chart our course and be proactive in preparing for 
the challenges that we will face. We will look at enrollment, facilities, finances, 
programs and technology and determine the direction that Washington Academy 
will take in the near future.

In 2001, 2004 and 2009 the Board of Trustees developed strategic plans which 
have been the impetus behind the school’s growth in technical, college and fine 
arts courses, expanded facilities, and increased enrollment.

It is a difficult time for schools in Maine with declining enrollments and de-
creased state subsidy, but a well thought-out vision will prevent us from operat-
ing in “crisis management mode” and allow us to continue a 220-year tradition 
of educational excellence – challenging each student to do their best and 
celebrating their successes.

I look forward to your continued input and support!

 Kind Regards,

 Judson McBrine
 Head of School

Each year, Washington Academy hon-
ors two individuals who have exempli-
fied the ideals and core values that 
we embody at WA: one for commu-
nity service and one for educational 
service. The recipient of the 2011 
Distinguished Service Award was 
Christine Small ’53 and the recipient 
of the 2011 Distinguished Educator 
Award was Stephanie Wolverton.

L-R: Board of Trustees President Richard Gardner, 
Christine Small ’53, Stephanie Wolverton, and Head 
of School Judson McBrine

2011 Trustee Awards
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Instructors Shawn Schmitter, Clint Tuttle, and Mike Little

S trategizing how to make Career and 
Technical Education available to more 
students, Washington Academy agreed 

to pick up the cost to make it happen for 
aspiring area youth.

“The Board of Trustees agreed to take over 
the program this year,” confirmed Judson 
McBrine, Head of School at Washington 
Academy. “We can operate it ourselves, but 
what we would like to seek is a partner and 
see it operated as a state-approved program, 
as it was under School Union No. 134. Seek-
ing a state-approved program makes sense, 
because then a portion of the sending town’s 
tuition, which they already pay, would be re-
imbursed to them as vocational expense, which 
for some towns would be at a high rate of 
subsidy,” explains McBrine.

Cutler, Machiasport, and Whiting assumed 
responsibility for the Marine Trades Program 
when M.S.A.D. No 77 dissolved, but plum-
meting state school subsidy caused the towns 
to rethink their role. The general consensus 
was that everybody wanted the program in
place, but how to pay for it, until now, was the 
dilemma. That is, until Washington Academy 
stepped up to the plate. This school year saw 
the program consist of Marine Trades I and II, 
Marine Engines I and II, Computer-Aided
Drafting and Design, and Automotive Technol-
ogy I and II. Other Career Technology offer-
ings at the Academy include Certified Nurses 
Assistant, Culinary Arts, Carpentry, and In-
troduction to Mechanical Trades.

School Union No. 134 continued to be re-
sponsible for the Jobs for Maine’s Graduates 
Program at WA for this school year and they 
agreed to allow Washington Academy to con-
tinue to use the program’s equipment as long 
as the program is in operation. That was a big 
concession because taking on the expense of 
the program was difficult, but if WA also had 
to purchase equipment it would have made it 
nearly impossible.

Board President Richard Gardner stated, “The 
Board of Trustees has always valued Career 
and Technical Education, and how important 

it is to our young people. We’re also excited to 
be preparing people for careers they can do 
right here in Washington County.”

Leading the career technology mission is seen 
as a primary move in addressing a community 
need. “It was obvious with drastic cuts in 
subsidy that Cutler, Machiasport, and Whiting 
could no longer afford to support the pro-
gram,” said McBrine. “We are glad we can do it, 
and right now we are strategizing ways we 
can keep the program viable and moving for-
ward. We will be seeking out potential part-
ners in order to keep this valuable program in 
Washington County. A skilled workforce is 
vital if we want to grow the local economy.”

WA Preserves 
Marine Trades 
Program

School News



CNA Classes Train on 
Donated Hospital Beds
This past September Downeast Community 
Hospital generously donated two electric hos-
pital beds to Washington Academy for use in 
its CNA classes. Angela Fochesato ’85, Exec-
utive Assistant to the CEO, spearheaded the 
effort to make the complicated equipment a 
component of the essential training of these 
students. Instructor Erin Flannery said that 
in addition to learning to operate the beds, 
the students have practiced lab work on them 
such as bed baths, nail care, massages, back 
rubs, shaving, and brushing and flossing of 
teeth. The proud students pictured are in full 
uniform, including stethoscopes!

Old Stream Focus for Coastal Ecology Class
Science teachers Mr. Holmes and Mr. Sprangers, along with Steve Koenig from Project SHARE, 
took a group of 18 Coastal Ecology students on a two day camping trip on Old Stream in 
Wesley. The students split into three groups and all had a different focus during this field trip. 
One group conducted fish population surveys while a second group worked on riparian buffer 
tree planting. The third group contributed large woody debris additions to the stream. 

Marine Biology Research 
Project Continues
In October, 2011, eight students from 
Malcolm Holmes’ co-curriculum Marine 
Biology Research class trekked through deep 
mud in the clam flats along the Machias River 
estuary to observe and assist Dr. Brian Beal, 
professor of Marine Ecology at University of 
Maine in Machias, in harvesting seed clam pots 

“planted” last May. The project was funded 
through a $600,000 grant from the STEM
initiative (National Science Foundation) which 
also included the building of a 1200 square 
foot marine education center at UMM’s field 
laboratory on Great Wass Island. One pur-
pose of the students’ involvement was to exem-
plify how science, math and technology are 
applied in daily life through exposure to the 
reality of working in clam flats for a living. 
The students completed the project by doing 
a research paper on a marine biology subject 
from the Gulf of Maine.

WA Girls Participate in Totally Trades Conference
In October,  2011, ten enterprising WA girls traveled with Ms. Lori McBrine and Ms. Stephanie 
Seeley to Washington County Community College in Calais for a full day of participation 
in 13 workshops at the “Totally Trades Conference.” The event was designed to introduce 
young women to careers that are traditionally male-dominated, such as carpentry, automotive 
repair, plumbing, heating and heavy equipment operation. The approximately 130 area female 
students who attended also learned self defense and were encouraged by Officer Deb Mitchell 
of the University of Maine Police Department to consider working in such challenging fields 
as law enforcement. The event was sponsored by the Maine Department of Transportation, 
the Federal Highway Administration, Maine Department of Education, Lane Construction, 
Time Warner of Maine, and Washington County Community College.
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Veterans Day
On Veterans Day, November 10th, 2011, WA recognized the dedication, service 
and sacrifices of area Veterans by hosting a free luncheon and concert for 
them and their spouses. The celebration provided a wonderful opportunity 
for the Veterans to reconnect with each other and the faculty, staff and 
students of WA. Members of STARS (Students Teaching About Respect) served 
the guests, while two members of the Tri-M musical honor society entertained 
the crowd with guitar and vocal performances. Afterward, WA’s band presented 
a 45 minute concert consisting of musical tributes specifically identified with 
each branch of military service. 
 

The Washington Academy Players presented “I Hate Shakespeare” by Steph DeFerie for its fall drama production. In spite 
of its title, the play sought to demonstrate through a series of sketches why Shakespeare is not “boring,” “irrelevant,” or 
difficult to understand as claimed by a character in the play. Parody was interspersed with many familiar excerpts from 
the bard’s plays to create a highly comedic and novel presentation. Zombies, Jerry Springer, and a talking cow provide 
an uncommon interpretation of Shakespeare’s work.

The large cast was composed of both new and well-known faces on the Washington Academy stage and was once 
again directed by Science Department Chair James Ausprey. The performers drew laughter and repeated applause from 
packed houses. The immense effort the thespians put into the complex production, along with the skill evidenced in the 
staging, lighting and sets, resulted in a truly delightful evening. 

WA Players Move Crowd to Love Shakespeare!



Green Ribbon Award
WA was nominated for the prestigious U.S. 
Department of Education Green Ribbon 
Award by Pat Maloney, the State Coordinator
for Project Learning Tree. Through the Green 
Ribbon Schools Program, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education will recognize schools with 
high levels of achievement in 3 categories: 1) 
environmental impact and energy efficiency; 
2) healthy environment; 3) environmental 
literacy. 

School News continued...

Fine Arts Center Dedication
Washington Academy’s Fine Arts and Music Building was dedicated on August 
5, 2011. The ceremony, officiated by Head of School, Judson McBrine, and Pres-
ident of the Board of Trustees and Capital Campaign Co-Chair, Richard Gardner, 
was an opportunity for the Board of Trustees, faculty and staff to extend grati-
tude to the donors whose exceptional generosity made the facility possible. 

Above: 
Members of the 
WA jazz band

Left: 
Head of School 
Judson McBrine 
and Board 
of Trustees 
President 
Richard Gardner 
do the honor 
of the ribbon 
cutting.

Student Traveled With Convoy of
Wreaths to Arlington National Cemetery
Tyrus Farley comes from a family with a tradition of military service 
(his father and grandfather both served in the Army National Guard), 
so it comes as no surprise that he has planned to serve in the military 
since he could talk. What may be a surprise is that this WA freshman 
has already been part of the “Wreaths Across America” effort to lay 
wreaths on graves of soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery twice—
in 2010 and 2011. Tyrus, a student in Ms. Kropp’s Integrated Science 
class, had the distinguished pleasure of joining thousands of individuals from all over America 
in laying 90,000 wreaths (donated by Worcester Wreath Company and others) on the graves 
of soldiers buried in Washington, D.C. The round-trip took a week, and the convoy of trucks 
making it was three miles long!

Tyrus went as part of the Civilian Air Patrol, of which he has been a member for more than a 
year. He noted that a component of the annual tribute was to send 270,000 more wreaths all 
over the United States and to off-shore locations for placement on US servicemen grave sites. 
His trip also included stops at West Point and Annapolis, where ceremonial wreaths were placed.

Of the experience, Tyrus said it made him feel good to live the “Wreaths Across America” creed: 
“Remember (the fallen soldiers), Honor (those who have served), and Teach (about sacrifice and 
to respect and appreciate veterans).”
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220 Years of Excellence in Education
Washington Academy is celebrating its 220th year of providing excellent education to generations in Washington 
County and beyond. We’re currently looking for pictures, stories, news articles, etc. pertaining to Washington 
Academy history for our 220th year celebration publication. You can send all submissions to Robin Moloff-Gautier 
by email at r.gautier@washingtonacademy.org or mail her at Washington Academy, Attn: Robin Gautier, PO Box 
190, East Machias, Maine 04630. Thank you for your support with this project.
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Recent WA Graduate 
Immerses Herself in Jerusalem

Since August, Arielle Richardson ‘10 has been 
studying at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and 

also traveling around Israel and its surrounding 
countries. Recently on her winter break, she traveled 

through Europe and had a chance to visit Prague to 
visit former WA classmates Klara Galiova ’10 and Mia 
Batljan. At school, Arielle has mainly been focusing on the 
politics and languages of the region, though she said that she 
“could live there for a lifetime and not really understand everything that’s 
going on.” She has also visited the West Bank to try and see the issues 
from both sides of the conflict. When asked about her experience living 
abroad, Arielle says, “It’s an amazing place to live, and the people 

and sites are fascinating. Sometimes it’s a difficult place to be 
(especially in Jerusalem), but the people are so vibrant and 

passionate, I could see myself returning to live there some-
day.” In February she will be going back to Jerusalem 

to do an intensive Arabic program, and will 
be back in the United States some-

time in June.

WA Students 
Participate in Maine 
Youth in Government 
Legislative Sessions
In November 2011, twelve WA Juniors and 
Seniors participated in the YMCA’s Youth 
Government Legislative Sessions at the Cap-
ital Building in Augusta. Many assumed 
leadership roles as they attended caucus ses-
sions and drafted and debated bills involving 
issues in their region of the state. The students 
had unique access to the chambers and com-
mittee rooms of the State House. They learned 
about the positive changes they could bring 
back to their schools, home and community. 
This program is advised by international busi-
ness and history teacher Samuel Leavitt. 

Cheering Camp
Washington Academy hosted a four day Cheer Camp July 19-22, which was attended by 34 
cheerleaders from Milbridge to Lubec. The cheerleaders learned new cheers, jumps, motions, 
stunts and tumbling skills. An awards presentation was held on the last day of camp where the 
cheerleaders performed two cheerleading routines. Grades 1-4 & Grades 5-9 each performed 
their own routine packed with the dance, jumps, tumbling and stunts they learned over the 4 
days. For their hard work each cheerleader received a medal, camp t-shirt and certificate. The 
Raider summer Cheerleading camp at WA is directed by head coach Rebekah Cox (class of ‘07).

Energy Literacy
On August 8-12, 2011, a group of six 
Washington Academy students and three 
teachers attended the Energy for ME High 
School Summer Institute at the Schoodic 
Education Research Center (SERC) in Acadia 
National Park. Students from WA included Ali 
Librizzi, Summer Hodgdon, Layla Lavigne, 
Nicole Harman, Ty Cobb and Taylor Roos. 
Teacher participants included Ms. Cobb, Busi-
ness Technology, and science teachers Mr.
Holmes and Mr. Sprangers. Ms. Kropp, science 
and statistics educator, was not able to attend 
the summer institute but is part of the WA 
Energy 4 ME team.

Many high schools across Maine have parti-
cipated in the program, the primary goal of 
which is to teach participants how to increase 
home and school energy efficiency through 
student, teacher and family-generated solu-
tions. Project leaders provided training in real-
time data analysis, energy efficiency education, 
digital mapping technology, and ethnographic 
research methods for teachers and students. 
Participants also received tools needed to grap-
ple with critical decisions related to energy 
efficiency, renewable energy and the further 
of energy in Maine.
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F or head coach Barry Terrill, whether 
Washington Academy’s first year varsity 
football team had a “winning” season 

wasn’t of paramount importance. With three 
years of club competition behind them, he 
wasn’t necessarily expecting to defeat most 
of his opponents, though his team did win a 
couple of games and came very close in their 
four hard-fought losses. What mattered most 
to Coach Terrill was that his fledgling team 
did play hard, learned much, and improved 
each game. In that sense, he got exactly what 
he wanted. And in addition, immense pride 
in the young men who took the chance on 
being some of the first in a sport that hadn’t 
been played at Washington Academy since 
the 1930s. 

Terrill was a former football player at Orono 
High School who served as assistant coach 
there for seven years. Following that, he was 
assistant coach at John Bapst for a year and 
head coach for another year before heading to 
Washington Academy. His WA varsity team’s 
first matches were controlled scrimmages 
against Orono and Nokomis. That gave the 
young men an opportunity to see what chal-
lenges they would face on the gridiron against 
established teams. Terrill was pleased with the 
consistent, competitive performances he got 
out of his senior leaders Nick Pineo, Zac 
Ragot, and Taylor Ackley and juniors Tyler 
Warner, Nick Burrill, Anthony Soto and 
Andrew Farnsworth, who was one of the 
LTC’s (Little Ten Conference) leading re-
ceivers. Solid contributions from sophomore 
Mike McBrine after Ragot was lost for the 
season with a fractured leg, and first year play-

er, Tehon Fox from Bermuda, proved pivotal 
to the season’s progress. 

Assisting Terrill was Steve Lehman, who had 
been part of the football program from its 
inception five years ago. He was the defensive 
coordinator, but demonstrated his dedication 
to the effort off the field as well: Lehman 
built helmet racks for the school — donating 
materials, time and skill. Rounding out the 
coaching staff were Jon Mallar and Mike 
Lenfestey, both of whom played football at 
WA for two years and were first year assis-
tants this year. Mallar and Lenfestey worked 
closely with the special teams (kicking game). 

That the team was on the right track was con-
firmed when the All Conference teams were 
announced for the Little Ten Conference. 

Varsity Football Team Enjoys a Successful Season

8   Washington Academy Today

Twelve teams make up that conference and 
from WA’s first varsity team, the following 
honors were garnered: Tyler Warner, 1st team 
Offensive Tackle and Honorable Mention De-
fensive End; Nick Pineo, 2nd team Quarter-
back and Honorable Mention Linebacker; 
Andrew Farnsworth 2nd team Tight End;
Fred MacLean Honorable Mention Tight End; 
Nick Burrill Honorable Mention Offensive 
Guard and Defensive Tackle.

Terrill said that all of his assistants were very 
dedicated coaches who gave up a lot of time 
with their families to work with the WA play-
ers. He also expressed that he felt blessed 
to have received great support from school 
administrators and athletic director Blaine 
Steeves, and that he looks forward to his fifth 
season with the WA Raider football team.

WA RAIDERS FOOTBALL
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two years ago had in turn passed on to any 
schools needing them. In addition, Cranberry 
Motors initiated support from the GMC 
Youth Football Program that provided the 
newly formed team with tee shirts, two water 
coolers, down marker flags and a $500 dona-
tion. The WA Raiders team played scrimmages 
against middle schools in Ellsworth, Belfast 
and Medomak Valley. The fourth game was 
the team’s only home game, and a repeat of 
its first match against Ellsworth – except that 
the team ended the season with a 24-22 vic-
tory. Weiss attributed the win to the boys 

“playing the way we practiced.”

The plan for next year is to join the Eastern 
Maine Middle School League and play a sched-
ule of eight official games. Judging from the 
level of excitement Weiss observed during this 
trial season, he anticipates that middle school 
football will become an integral part of the 
WA landscape.

I n August of 2011, when Bill Weiss left a 
lucrative sales career to accept a position 
as the Boys Residential Life Director at 

Washington Academy, he didn’t realize that 
he would immediately become part of some-
thing new for the school, but quite familiar 
to him: middle school football. WA has had 
a high school football team for several years, 
but organized middle school football did not 
exist in the Machias area. That is, until WA 
football coach Barry Terrill and Bill Weiss put 
their heads together.

Weiss had been coaching middle school foot-
ball in Rockland for the past ten years, along 
with serving as assistant coach for the Rock-
land High School football team. His desire 
to expand his work in the educational arena 
became possible this summer when he and his 
wife passed the school after camping nearby 
and he learned there was an opening in the 
Residential Life Department. With four sons 
of his own, it had always been important to 
Weiss to provide safety and motivation for 
young men. He especially enjoyed working 
with high school-aged youth, so he success-
fully applied for the opening. His first day on 
campus, he began discussing a middle school 
program with Coach Terrill. Already involved 
with the Eastern Maine Middle School Foot-
ball League, Weiss contacted several of the 
member coaches about putting together an 
abbreviated, exhibition-type season under the 
sponsorship of WA. The rest is now part of 
WA’s athletic history. 

Adding football as a means of augmenting 
his role as a mentor at WA was nothing more 
than an extension of who Weiss is, given his
background. He was a member of a state cham-
pionship football team when he was a senior 

at Immaculate Conception High School in 
New Jersey, he had played four years of foot-
ball at Ramapo College (also in New Jersey), 
and two of his four sons play football. A third 
son is a high school wrestler, which is no sur-
prise since Weiss had also been coaching mid-
dle school wrestling for the past seven years.

Once Weiss had arranged to play against some 
of the teams in the Eastern Maine Middle 
School Football League, Coach Terrill and he 
went out to speak to local 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders to gauge interest and recruit players. 
Thirty boys from Washington County eagerly 
took to the practice field at WA for eight 
weeks. They learned to play “regular” contact 
football, under the same rules set by the 
National High School Football Coaches Asso-
ciation. WA supplied most of the equipment, 
uniforms and referees for the games. That in-
cluded overstocked cleats that New Balance 
had donated to Maine Special Olympics, which 

Washington Academy Launches Middle School Football

The young men who participated in WA’s first competitive 
season of Varsity football since the 1930’s were honored 
recently with an award that was independent of their 
athleticism or effort in learning the sport. As the recipients 
of the Little Ten Conference’s Good Sportsmanship Award, 
WA’s team was recognized for its character and fair play--a 
collective trait that brings pride to the entire school.

Cranberry Motors supported the WA Youth and Middle School football program by donating $500 and equipment.

Members of WA Raiders first Middle School Football Team from left (front) are: (From L to R)--First Row:  Cameron 
Varney, William Davidson, Greyson Mechan, Michael Oakes, Conner Dennison, Joseph Moore, Adrian Garcia, Michael Ramsdell.  
Second Row:  Max Harvey, John Abbott, Vincent Zhou, Alex Finlay, Kade Feeney, Justin White, Brandon Garcia.  Third Row:  
Coach Skidgel, Brenton Sprangers, Cephedos McCabe, Patrick Finn, Lance Hatt, Cameron Roberts, Thomas Cobb, Coach Weiss, 
Jake McBrine.

WA RAIDERS FOOTBALL



Capital Campaign
Washington Academy is launching an exciting campaign to expand tennis in Down East Maine 
and we need your support. The project will provide four new community tennis courts which will 
be available for both students and community members in the spring, summer and fall! The new 
courts will allow the establishment of a Ten and Under Youth Tennis Program, hosting of matches 
for school teams and being a lifetime sport it will allow an opportunity for adults of all ages to 
enjoy the sport.

Cutler Fishermen Support 
Community Tennis Courts
Four Cutler fishermen have provided leadership and major 
gifts in support of Washington Academy’s Capital Campaign. 
Brian Cates, Dean Crosman, Stephen Cates, and Nick Lemieux 
are now encouraging other Cutler lobster fishermen to do the 
same. The four fishermen have contributed enough to con-
struct one of the four tennis courts slated to be built in the 
spring of 2012 on the campus of Washington Academy and 
their goal is to raise an additional $50,000 dollars to build 
another court. All being Washington Academy alumni, they rec-
ognize the important role WA plays in the life and education 
of local young people. The four fishermen are optimistic that 
others in the fishing industry will rise to the challenge and be 
part of this extraordinary opportunity, bringing tennis courts 
to Washington Academy and the surrounding community.

To date, the campaign has raised 1.6 million dollars. During 
the community phase of the campaign, the goal is to raise the 
remaining $275,000 dollars of the 1.875 million dollar project. 
The tennis courts and the cross country trail will be available 
for use by both students and community members. Everyone 
who takes part in the Capital Campaign will be recognized in 
the spring of 2012. If you would like more information on ways 
to participate, call the Washington Academy Development 
Office at 255-8301 ext. 220.

GOAL

“My name is Milos Gautier and I am a WA alumnus of the gradating class of 2009. I was the top singles player 
for the Boys Varsity Tennis team at WA for all four years of high school. Having its own courts would mean that 
WA’s Tennis team could hold daily practices right on campus on nice, even playing surfaces and would negate 
the transport of players to local, off-campus courts; these courts have cracks and dips and holes which provoke 
injury. An important piece about having courts on campus, too, is that Home Tennis matches can actually 
occur at “Home” which would increase community support and spirit as well as student involvement. Not only 
would having courts on campus improve the season’s quality, but their availability would encourage many 
students who have an interest in Tennis to go out and actually play; whether they are fantastic or not, they 
would be playing and that’s what it’s all about. Thank you and let’s get these courts ASAP!”

Your pledge to the campaign will help establish a great recreational facility that will serve generations to 
come. If you are interested, please contact Mike Libby for more information at (207) 255-8301 ext. 220.

____

  
$250,000

____
  

$200,000

____
  $150,000

____  $100,000

____  $50,000

____  
$0
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Milos Gautier ‘09
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HOMECOMING 2011

Reminder: 2012 Homecoming October 5-7. Start planning your parade float now!



In Remembrance
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hunting restrictions. Residents were reluctant to report violations 
because barns and woods had been burned and livestock killed. 
People feared for their lives and the safety of their homes. By 1882, 
legislation was passed to prohibit exportation of game from Maine 
because the state’s rich resources were be-
ing depleted. During that year, the history 
of the Wardens notes that “a one armed 
Civil War veteran was employed in the 
[Machias] area who was spoken of highly.” 
Hill’s supervisor, S.B. Hunter, reported to 
the Commissioner that “most of the work 
has been done by Warden L.O. Hill, who 
entered his duties in September and has 

been constantly 
in the woods since, doing effective work. 
He has shown great interest in his work 
and has the confidence of our best citizens. 
He certainly has done good work and I 
hope we may retain his services in the future 
as an active game police for which service 
he is well-fitted.”

In 1886, the Boston Herald reported, “The 
State of Maine has the most rigid and best 
enforced code of laws for the protection 
of game and game fish of any state in the 
Union!” http://www.maine.gov/ifw/warden
_service/pdf/History.pdf  

It was on November 8, 1886, after ten 
days of tracking the two poachers whom 
Hill and Niles suspected of “dogging 
deer,” that the Wardens encountered Calvin 
Graves and James McFarland forty-five miles 
north of Machias, at a deserted logging 
camp on Fletcher Brook. According to an 
article in the April 9, 1887 edition of the 
New York Times, Graves, “a desperado and 
murderer from Hancock, Maine” had 
eluded a large posse that had formed im-

“H e was a brave man and soldier who gave his 
arm to his country and his life to his state” 
reads the powerful inscription on the head-

stone of murdered Maine Game Warden Lyman O. 
Hill, in Whiting, Maine. 

Hill was born in Whiting on November 24, 1839. 
He served in the Civil War as a member of the Ninth 

Maine Regiment from 1861-63, during which time 
he lost his arm in a battle on Amelia Island. When he re-

turned home to the Machias area, he was recruited to attend 
Washington Academy by General John Caldwell of the 11th Maine 
Regiment, whom he had followed to war. Caldwell was a Phi Beta Kappa, 
Amherst graduate who was headmaster at Washington Academy until 
the war broke out in 1861. Though Hill hadn’t attended the Academy, 
he met General Caldwell on the Academy lawn where marching prac-
tices were conducted. Caldwell ensured that disabled veterans who 
hadn’t finished high school were offered scholarships in recognition 
of their service to their country. That gesture enabled Hill to graduate 
from Washington Academy in 1865. Caldwell’s high regard for both 
the school and the cavalry is demonstrated in the fact that his horse 
was buried on Academy Hill.

Lyman Hill was employed in the Machias Custom House for many 
years before being appointed a State Game Warden sometime in the 
early 1880s. The Maine Warden Service was created in 1880, making 
Hill and his cousin, fellow Game Warden, Charles Niles, some of the 
earliest members of the proud force of dedicated individuals who were 
tasked with protecting the natural resources of the state. Hill’s grand-
daughter, Laura Hill Dennison, said that her grandfather wouldn’t 
have been appointed to the Warden’s Service had he not graduated 
from Washington Academy. 

It was on Hill’s watch on November 8, 
1886 with 24 year old Charles Niles, that 
the two were murdered by deer poachers 
at Fletcher Field, in Wesley. They were the 
first recorded Maine Wardens to die in the 
line of duty. 

During the late 1800s, “Moose Wardens” 
were appointed part-time with an annual 
salary of $25-75. Moose, caribou and deer 
were abundant in Maine but were being 
slaughtered by market hunters who were 
shipping their hides, by the hundreds, by 
rail to the south. Though hunting licenses 
were still not required, bag limits were 
imposed and game seasons were being set 
in an effort to preserve the bounty for 
which residents had to compete in order 
to put food on their tables. Hunting with 
dogs was prohibited, but there were few 
game laws to assist Wardens with enforce-
ment. There was animosity between the 
market hunters (“hoodlums”) and residents 
and even between residents and Wardens, 
the latter of whom took the blame for the 

WA Graduate Lyman Hill Died in Line of Duty

Laura Hill Dennison, granddaughter of Warden Lyman O.Hill speaking with Sgt. Craven

“A one armed 
Civil War veteran 

was employed 
in the [Machias] 
area who was 

spoken of highly.”
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the men told him too that they acted in self-defense, and had been 
afraid the Wardens were going to kill them. (The New York Times, 
November 10, 1886)

At McFarland’s trial for being an accessory to the murders, a witness 
testified that Graves had told him once that if any man “took his dog 
he would have to take his heart’s blood.” McFarland confessed to his 
role in the events of that day, but was acquitted. Graves was tried on 
first degree murder, but convicted of the lesser charge of murder in 
the second degree, reflecting that the jury did not find premeditation. 
He was sentenced to life in prison, but his sentence was commuted 
to 25 years, and with good behavior, he was released after 20 years of 
imprisonment.   

Of Hill, the New York Times reported that he “was a farmer, a brave 
soldier who saw much active service, and a deservedly popular warden, 
who was constantly engaged protecting his district from illegal 
hunting and fishing.” When he died, his family, which consisted of his 
wife Nancy, three daughters and two sons, lost his military pension. 
His 10 and 12 year old sons took a team of oxen into the woods of 
Whiting to support the family. Warden Niles was not married.

On November 8, 2011, there was a memorial service at Old Mill Park 
along the East Machias River in East Machias to commemorate the 
125th anniversary of the deaths of Lyman O. Hill and Charles Niles. 
At the ceremony which was opened with a procession of the Maine 
Warden Service Color Guard, the Chief Game Warden of the State, 
Colonel Joel Wilkinson, quoted Calvin Coolidge in saying that “no 

person was ever honored for what he re-
ceived. Honor has been the reward for what 
he gave.” Dignitaries in the crowd which 
included many Wardens and officers from 
other law enforcement agencies, were Sen-
ator Kevin Raye, and State Representatives 
Paul Davis, Howard McFadden, Joyce 
Maker and David Burns. Senator Raye 
spoke of the risks today’s Wardens face 
where there is sometimes no room for 

error, especially in the harsh winters. He declared it “one tough job” 
that the highly skilled and trained officers perform and then asked the 
crowd to imagine what Maine would be like today without Wardens. 
Representative David Burns, who is a WA graduate and retired State 
Trooper, also addressed the crowd, as did retired Maine Warden 
Sgt. Dave Cravens. The last guest speaker was Paul Davis, who, like 
Representative Burns and Warden Cravens, praised Wardens for their 
valiant efforts and the sacrifices they make in performing their perilous 
jobs. Observing that Wardens are “gallant men,” Representative Davis 
urged those in attendance to “never, never, never forget!” After the 
moving speeches were concluded, the names of all 15 Wardens who 
have died in the line of duty were read and each was followed with a 
shot fired in salute. 

Lyman Hill’s granddaughter, Ms. Dennison, still lives near her grand-
father’s grave and has in her possession some artifacts of his trade, 
including a cloth map, notebook, and official papers. Charles Niles is 
buried on Day Hill in Wesley. A new headstone which was donated 
by Wardens and citizens replaced an unmarked stone that used to 
designate his gravesite. 

mediately after the murders, but was finally caught in Oakland, 
California. After initially denying all knowledge of the crime, he gave 
the following account of the “dastardly deed:”

On November 5, 1886, he and McFarland had hired a horse and an 
express wagon in Ellsworth “with full camp outfit for a week-long 
hunting trip.” They briefly stayed at the same Maine hotel where Hill 
and Niles were engaged in investigating poaching activities. The livery 
boy noticed Graves’ dog and told him that “Deer Wardens” would 
not allow him to have a dog in the woods. Graves remarked that no 
one would take his dog away from him. He also claimed that he had 
a conversation with the Wardens at the hotel, and that Niles told him 
that no dog could come up to the woods and live. McFarland had 
been arrested several times for poaching and the men were afraid of 
being arrested again, so Graves insisted his dog was for “scaring up 
partridges,” not running deer. 

Graves claimed that on November 8, 1886, when Hill and Niles en-
countered them in the woods, Hill announced he would “now take 
the dog.” Niles said he would shoot the dog and grabbed his shotgun. 
Graves loaded two shells into his own double barrel rifle. He said 
Niles attempted to take his dog, and he shot him in the neck, then 

“wheeled” and shot Hill in “self-defense.” Conflicting reports of the 
incident varied widely from an impulsive shooting by Graves, to Hill 
actually shooting the dog before Graves killed Niles and him. 

But a 17 year old boy who happened to be in the woods gathering 
cranberries was an eye-witness to the murders, and his recollection of 
the incident did not support the conclusion of self-defense. Though 
he was “excited with fear” and had difficulty “giving a connected ac-
count of the horrifying” scene, he recounted that the officers had not 
in any way threatened the men, or provoked self-defense. He said the 
Wardens did state that they would capture the dog and when Niles 
moved to take off his coat, Graves shot him in the head, then turned 
and shot Hill, without even lowering his gun. The boy said Niles was 
only two feet from the end of the rifle when it went off. Graves told 
the boy he “had to do it because no man could cock a gun on 
him.” But the boy stated that the Wardens weren’t armed with any 
weapons — not even a knife — at the time. When the boy’s father, 
who was cutting wood a short distance away, arrived on the scene, 

WA Graduate Lyman Hill Died in Line of Duty

“No person was 
ever honored for 
what he received. 
Honor has been 
the reward for 
what he gave.”



Alumni News & Notes

‘62 Joan (Richardson) Waite graduated 
from WA in 1962 and then from 

Washington State Teachers College (now the 
University of Maine at Machias) in 1966. She 
taught school for one year, then married Duane, 
a Village Missionary Pastor. They served in 
small churches all over Maine for 44 years. 
In 2010, Joan and Duane retired and moved 
to New Gloucester, Maine to the Village Mis-
sions Retirement Center where they are rent-
ing a home. They have five children, four of 
whom are married and live in Maine. Their 
youngest son lives in California. They have 
10 grandchildren.

‘90 Congratulations to Rebecca (Gaddis) 
Hennessey and her husband Michael 

Hennessey (Washington Academy Trustee) on 
the birth of their third child! Sarah Margaret 
Hennessey was the first baby born at Maine 
Coast Memorial Hospital in 2012. Sarah was 
born at 8:21 a.m. Tuesday, January 3, weigh-
ing 8 pounds, 10.6 ounces and measuring 
20.5 inches.

‘91 Toby Wood is living in Bangor, 
Maine and working for Care and 

Comfort, a home health and mental health 
agency with offices statewide. Toby married 
Jennifer Look and they have two children, 
Hannah and Dylan. 

‘92 Scott Wood is living and working 
in Bangor, Maine where he teaches 

physical education to grades 4 and 5 at the 
Fairmount School. He is also coaching junior 
high boys’ basketball.

‘93 Lisa Lyons-Truman was just pro-
moted to Executive Director of 

Medicine at the Affinity Health System in the 
mid-west. She has two Masters Degrees from 
Dartmouth: one in Health Care Administra-
tion and one in Business, and is actively pur-
suing her Ph.D. Lisa has been married to Tom, 
a Conservation Warden, for 15 years and they 
have two sons, Brayden Mark, who is 10 and 
Brennan Thomas, who is 6. The family is a 
member of Calvary Bible Church which is also 
where Brayden and Brennan attend school. 
Lisa can be found outside of work being a 
soccer mom! She would love to hear from 
friends at ltruman@centurytel.net. 

‘95 Michael Allen married Wendy 
Forrest from Austin, Texas, and they 

are currently living in Arkansas. Michael is 
the boys’ apparel buyer for the Walmart in 
Arkansas. 

Justin and Frankie Hall

‘96 Steven Porter, married to Erin 
Cormier from Bangor, now lives in 

Bangor and works for Verizon Wireless as a 
customer service representative. 

‘93 Sgt. Aaron Wilcox graduated 
from Washington Academy in 

1993 and went on to Washington
County Technical College, where he grad-
uated with a degree in Heating Technol-
ogy. A year later, in 1995, he moved to 
Vermont and joined the Army. Aaron 
says he has been serving proudly and 
without regret ever since. He married 
in 1998 and has three children, Aaron, 
born in 1999, Breanna, born in 2003, 
and Cierra, born in 2005.

From October 1995 through De-
cember 1999, Aaron was stationed in 
Ft. Knox, KY. After that, he spent a year 
in Korea, two years in Ft. Carson, CO 
(which included a five month deployment 
to Kuwait), another year back in Korea, 
two years from 2003-2005 at Ft. Riley, 
KS, followed by four years at Ft. Lewis, 
WA. During his time at Ft. Riley and Ft. 
Lewis, he was deployed twice to Iraq: 
once for seven months in 2004 and again 
for a year from April 2007 through May 
2008. After that, Aaron returned to Ft. 
Knox, KY from 2009 through August, 
2011, and is currently stationed at Ft.
Benning, GA. At Ft. Benning, Aaron works 
in the Supply Room ensuring that troops 
get all the proper cleaning supplies and 
training equipment that the next gener-
ation of US Army soldier needs. 

‘88 Troy Varney was hired in 
September 2011 as the director

of the new Quality Assurance & Profes-
sional Practices Division in the Maine 
Department of Corrections. Varney had 
been with the Central Office of MDOC 
for the past four years as the Program 
Services Manager for Juvenile Services, 
where he strove to ensure that staff had 
resources to optimize the success of 
youths and families as they transitioned 
out of the system. With a professional 
background in corrections, administra-
tion, mental health and education, he 
was the ideal choice for the new position, 
the objective of which is to “guide the 
MDOC decision-making through re-
search and data driven strategies by 
leading and supporting the Department’s 
charge in promoting continuous im-
provement through the evaluation of 
departmental operations.”

Troy Varney New QA 
Director of MDOC

’05, ’08   Justin Hall ’05  and 
Frankie Caruso-Griffin ’08 

are married and living in Whiting, Maine. 
Justin works for H&S Construction. Frankie 
works at Machias Savings Bank and is finish-
ing a business degree from the University of 
Maine at Machias. 

‘10 Michael Wu has successfully trans-
ferred into NYU in Metropolitan 

Studies for the upcoming spring semester.  
This is an amazing accomplishment and he 
thanks everyone at WA for all of their help 
making this transformation possible!

  

Sgt. Aaron Wilcox
Serves Proudly

14   Washington Academy Today
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Three generations of Washington Academy Raiders enjoying a football game! 
Pictured (from L to R) are Dawn (Cates) Wright ‘92, Hailey Cates-Wright ‘14, 
and Pam (Crosman) Cates ‘73.

In Memoriam
Lorraine (Hall) Maker ’35  08/21/2011

Jasper C. Cates, Jr. ’42               10/14/2011

Carlton Dowling ’44                     10/23/2011

Phyllis (Dennison) Leighton ’46 07/04/2011

Muriel (Seavey) Dowling ’47         10/28/2011

Mary (Look) Fletcher ’51  05/29/2011

Jacqueline (Holmes) Look ’51       09/21/2011

Verlan “Hunky” Porter ’53 07/18/2011

Charles W. Look, Sr. ’57 09/04/2011

Eugene E. Ames ’60                   10/16/2011

Paula (Vose) Maker ’64                   01/17/2012

Celia (Farris) Lemieux ’67            01/07/2012

Louise (Moody) Ward ’76             03/01/2011

Paul D. Bridges ’78                     12/15/2011

A special thank you to Linnie (Griffin) Crane ’37 
for keeping a record of our alumni obituaries.

Charles Look ’57 honored Washington Academy and contrib-

uted to ensuring the high quality of education it provides when 

he left a generous bequest in his Will to the school from which 

he graduated. It is that kind of foresight, chosen from a vari-

ety of creative planned giving opportunities, which allows 

an individual to support the academy as an alternative, or 

supplement, to making present donations. 

A planned gift can be structured in many different ways which 

may have tax advantages for the donor. Washington Academy 

qualifies as a public charity, and tax laws are intentionally 

designed to encourage charitable giving. 

Talk to your financial adviser about ways these planned 

giving options may benefit you and your family:

	 •	Bequests	by	Will	 •	Charitable	Gift	Annuities

	 •	Charitable	Remainder	Trusts	 •	Life	Insurance

	 •	Charitable	Lead	Trust	 •	IRA	and	Retirement	Plans

Including Washington Academy in your estate planning helps 

secure the future of Washington Academy for generations to 

come, while simultaneously alleviating some of the concerns 

about tax consequences that your family might face. 

Planned 
    Giving

R

CALLING ALL ALUMNI
“Alumni News and Notes” is the most read 
section of the newsletter. However it is 
only as good as the information provided! 
The editors rely on personal submissions 
to keep alumni and friends informed. 
Please write to use about your jobs, chil-
dren, vacations, and other current events. 
No information is too trivial! Please use 
the attached envelope or email your up-
date to m.libby@washingtonacademy.org.



ALuMNI REuNION WEEkEND is August 3-4, 2012. 

WA HOMECOMING HAS BEEN CHANGED 
from the 3rd week in September to the 1st week of October!  

Mark your calendars for the dates of October 5-7, 2012.  

Watch for news 
of scheduled activities 

for both events 
in the Spring 2012 
issue of WA Today!

AtteNtIoN ALUMNI

Alumni/Development Office

PO Box 190

East Machias, ME 04630

Change Service Requested

What are you doing now?
Washington Academy always wants to know what you’re doing and where you are now! Please 
stay connected with the WA family by contacting us by email at m.libby@washingtonacademy.org 
or by calling 207-255-8301, ext. 220 with all your Alumni news. We’d love to hear from you!

.


