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News from the Head of School

With above average snowfalls and colder than average 
temperatures, we are yet again entrenched in another Maine winter. 
As I question my fool hearty decision to ascend Academy hill on 
this snowy day, I can’t help but recall the warmth and enthusiasm 
of the past fall. 

One weekend I remember in particular detail was our inau-
gural homecoming in September. Thanks to the hard work of the
Alumni Association and our Development Office, we were able to re-
kindle relationships with our alumni and celebrate past and pres-
ent victories of our sports teams. For me, the highlight of the week-
end’s activities was the homecoming parade. The parade seemed 

to embody everything the Academy was, is and will become, and cemented in my mind 
a deeper meaning of this year’s annual campaign, “Education that Lasts a Lifetime.”

The parade demonstrated the long-standing pride and tradition of alumni with the 
Cates’ and Foss’ families gathering together all their former, current and future WA 
students to join them on floats. Sports teams as well displayed their pride in being a Raider 
by walking up High Street with the sound of the marching band behind them. 

Chants from our football team filled the air and led us into Saturday’s first home 
football game since the 1930’s. 

Watching the smiling faces of alumni and students parade in front of me, I was reminded 
that what takes place in four years at Washington Academy does indeed last a lifetime, edu-
cationally, socially and culturally. For 216 years, we have been influencing the culture and 
climate of Washington County. In turn, each and every student who has come through the 
doors has left his or her mark on us. Their memories have become our rich heritage and history. 

Over the past decade, Washington Academy has become a truly comprehensive school, 
serving the needs of all students. At times it has been a balancing act, but I firmly believe 
in success for every student and feel that town academies provide the best educational 
opportunities for all students. As public schools are forced to spend countless hours seeking 
consolidation partners and vying for tax dollars, Washington Academy can focus its 
attention on what matters most, educating students. While being sensitive to the challenges 
our public partners face, it is our unswerving attention to programming and ultimately 
the performance of our students that will help position us as a leader in education. 

In talking with educational consultants and administrators from around the State, 
I am confident that school choice will remain an option amidst consolidation. As we start 
preparations to recruit another group of freshmen and graduate the class of 2008, we want 
to continue to be the first choice in secondary education in Washington County and among 
each and every one of you. 

 Sincerely, 

 Judson McBrine 
 Head of School

“The Day Family”
MaryEllen Day with husband 
Billy ’87 and daughters Lydia, 
Emily, and Jillian

“The Lemieuxs”
Nick Lemieux with wife 
Belinda ’88 and sons Ryan 
and Jackson

Washington Academy 
welcomes its two 
newest Trustees, 
MaryEllen Day ’87 and 
Nick Lemieux ’93 to 
the Board of WA.



Washington Academy
SCHOOL NEWS

Faculty and staff Christmas dinnerWA Trustee Chair Dick Gardner ’58, 
Carol Mason ’70 and Judson McBrine

WA’s Annual Christmas Dinner
Carol Mason ’70 was honored with a faculty chair- a real chair- at WA’s Annual Christ-
mas Dinner on December 13, 2007 for her many years of dedication to her students and 
her profession. She is seated between WA Trustee Chair Dick Gardner and Judson McBrine.
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Trustee News
TRUSTEES OUT & ABOUT

Carolyn Foster, Joan Kennedy Stacey with 
WA Trustee John Gaddis ’65

Joanne Webb and Portland Country Club 
Co-Host Elizabeth Begin

Margaret Gardner ’62, WA Campaign 
Co-Chair with Nancy Ellen Forester ’73

WA Trustee Chair Dick Gardner and 
Head of School Judson McBrine (right) 
chat while Andrea Guerra ’83, event co-
planner speaks with Robin Popp, of Down 
East Community Health Trust

WA students and local Eastport students 
performed on the lawn at the Inn

Sara and Stamos Metzidakis, friends of 
Dick and Margaret Gardner

Paula McBrine ’86 and Evelyn Dowling

Trustee Suzanne Plaisted (right) explains 
the level of giving needed to make WA’s 
capital campaign successful

Independent Schools of Northern New England Association
Trustees traveled to Portland to attend the Independent Schools of Northern 
New England Association conference. While in Portland, Jeffory and Elizabeth Begin 
hosted Washington Academy at the Portland Country Club where friends and Alumni 
gathered to hear about WA’s Capital Campaign.

Winter Awareness Event
A Winter Awareness Event was 
held at the Chandler River Lodge where 
Trustees shared WA’s latest news and
vision for the future. Beth Prout ’90 
hosted the event on December 11, 2007.

WA’s Awareness Event
A September outing to the Inn at Schoppee Farm, hosted by David and Julie 
Barker, kicked off WA’s Awareness Event Series.
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Washington Academy Students to Benefit 
from International Chinese Guest Teacher 
Program
WA Boosting Language 
Curricula with Native 
Mandarin Speaker
Washington Academy is 
pleased to welcome Yongrong 
Guo to the foreign language 
department as the Chinese lan-
guage instructor. Ms. Guo 
comes to WA through the in-
ternational Chinese Guest 
Teacher Program, which seeks 
to immerse U.S. students in Chinese language and culture. She will 
teach at Washington Academy for up to 36 months. The national lan-
guage of the more than 1.3 billion inhabitants of China and millions 
more ethnic Chinese around the globe, Chinese is the most widely 
spoken first language in the world. Though more than 200 million 
Chinese schoolchildren are studying English—often begun as early 
as the second grade—experts estimate that no more than 50,000 U.S. 
students are studying Chinese. Sixteen students have already enrolled 
in the first year Chinese. Monthly stipends and international trans-
portation are provided through the guest teacher program, while WA 
provides housing, local transportation and administrative fees. As part 
of the selection process, the College Board interviews guest teachers 
about teaching methods, classroom management, cultural tolerance 
and language skills in both Chinese and English. Most are the first 
teachers of Chinese in their schools, launching new language and cul-
ture programs for students with no background in the language. It 
is an opportunity for the schools to start a new program affordably 
and to participate in an international exchange. The program’s goal is 
that schools will continue the Chinese program after the departure of 
the guest teacher by hiring a teacher locally. 
 

In what was the organization’s most competitive grant making 
round, MELMAC Foundation awarded Washington Academy funds 
to explore how to improve the relevance and connection of the high 
school program students choose to their hopes and dreams for post-
secondary education.

Whether it’s a four-year college, a two-year college, the military, 
a certificate program, or an apprenticeship, students who have a plan 
for after high school are more likely to achieve their goals. WA is 
committed to all students realizing their aspirations and is partnering 
with the University of Maine-Orono and Machias, Husson College, 
Washington County Community College, and MELMAC foundation 
in order to develop a workable plan for starting the post-secondary 
conversation earlier. In fact, middle school is not too early to reach out 
to parents and students as they begin thinking about the transition to 

Washington Academy

Steven Lynch
Education: BS Education from UMPI
Currently Teaching at WA: Study
Hall/English Lab/Dorm Parent
Special Interests: Reading,
horseback riding

Catherine Kropp
Education: BS Forest
Ecosystem Science, BS
Wildlife Ecology, BA
German, MPhil from
Univ. of Cambridge, UK
Currently Teaching at WA:
Math and Science
Special Interests: Playing
the piano, harpsichord,
cello, trumpet

Francois Akoa-Mongo
Education: MA French and English,
PhD Education from Univ. of
Maine at Orono
Currently Teaching at WA: French

Nicholas Blais
Education: BS
Secondary Ed and
History from Univ.
of Maine at Orono
Currently Teaching at
WA: World History,
Dorm Parent
Special Interests: Watching
movies, golf, tennis

Yongrong Guo “Dinah”
Education: BS English, MS
English from Liaoning
Normal University
Currently Teaching at WA:
Chinese Language, Asian
Cultures, Dorm Parent
Special Interests: Playing cards
and games, reading, shopping

wishes a warm welcome to the following new
teachers for the 2007/2008 school year.

Jasmine Bloomer
Education: BS in Biology
with minor in Chemistry

from Ft. Lewis College, CO
Currently Teaching at WA:

Biology, Health
Special Interests: Managing

bed & breakfast in
East Machias

Michael Little
Education: BS in Bus. Admin.

from Nathanial Hawthorne
College, NH

Currently Teaching at WA:
Marine Diesel Engines

Christian Sunde
Education: MS Education

from Brooklyn College, BS
Geology from Univ. of VT
Currently Teaching at WA:

Algebra, Science
Special Interests:

Master Maine Guide

Davy Akoa
Education: Working towards

teaching certification
from UMM Cont. Ed.

Currently Teaching
at WA: Ed Tech/

Dorm Parent
Special Interests: Music

and playing guitar

Kenrick Liburd
Education: BS Bus. Admin.

from UMM
Currently Teaching at WA:

Business, Physical
Education, Dorm Parent
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high school. “What we strive for is a high school plan that will meet 
the needs of the student as they plan for life after the Academy. Often, 
students will expect to go on to an engineering school without the re-
quired math classes. If we know early enough that the student aspires 
to be an engineer, we can tailor the high school classes to meet those 
requirements,” implores Kay Richmond, WA’s Director of Guidance.

A committee of 15 has been formed to develop a plan that will 
be submitted to MELMAC for continued support. In addition to 
the above mentioned post secondary institutions, WA staff, faculty, 
and parents participating include: Judy Stevens P ’08, ’11, Angela 
Fochesato ’85 P ’03, ’09, Traci Sanborn ’81 P ’05, ’10, Dan Welch-
WA Dean of Students and Academics, Lori McBrine-WA Coordinator 
for JMG, Judson McBrine-WA Head of School, Robin Gautier P ’09-
WA Development Director, Kay Richmond-Director of Guidance,
Joanne Ausprey P ’00, ’04-College Placement Advisor, and Dr. Francois 
Akoa-WA French teacher.

MELMAC Educational Foundation is committed to supporting 
high quality initiatives that serve the purpose of increasing educational 
opportunities for Maine People.

Teacher News
Connecting Aspirations to A Plan



Program News
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working in the marine trades field or in a related field that requires 
parallel skills, such as boatyards, cabinet shops, carpentry, woodworking, 
marinas, mechanical trades and composite manufacturing. “This is a 
course where we can actually watch kids reach their potential,” he said. 

“It’s the kind of program where kids can develop their individual in-
terests and we facilitate. It’s also one-on-one teaching. 

Expanding this very successful program, WA now offers a cur-
riculum in Marine Engines — gasoline and diesel, outboard 
motors and inboard/outboard drives. Electrical 
and hydraulic systems and rig-
ging will be included. The addi-
tion of these four courses makes 
WA’s program one of the most 
comprehensive high school 
Marine Technology programs.

Teaching the new cur-
riculum is Mike Little. He 
has ten students in the 
first year class, which is 
not limited to boys. 
Amber Eisenhower, 
a senior at WA, has been 
in the Marine Engines class since 
September. Tuttle also teaches a computer class 
in the Technology program in which there are seven female 
students. Little’s major project commencing this semester is the 34’ 
lobster yacht mentioned previously. His class is going to replace the 
gasoline engine with a more powerful diesel, rewire the entire boat, and 
install modern electronics including radar. Plans for future semesters
show a new helm and rudder system, as well as a cozy cabin 
stove and modern shipboard appliances. Meanwhile 

the Tuttle-Schmitter boatbuilding teams will 
refurbish the hull and interior to 

high standards. 
Little says. “This course will 

give all of our students oppor-
tunities never before available. 
“Some of these kids wouldn’t 
be in high school if they 
weren’t in the program. They 
live this - after all.” 

With excerpts: From Classroom to Sea, BDN, 
12/12.2006 By Sharon Kiley Mack, Bangor Daily 

News Staff Writer  

T he technology building at Washington Academy is filled not 
only with bookcases computer tables and traditional wood shop 
projects- it’s filled with boats, big boats-a 34’ lobster yacht, and 

small boats and canoes all in various stages of construction, decon-
struction or renewal, all under the hands of 20 high school girls and 
boys. Some of these students are already earning a living from the sea. 

“This is their version of High School,” instructor Clinton Tuttle re-
marks. “When graduation rolls around we’ll have a boat show on the 
lawn during commencement. The students will display their boats-
it’s their time to shine.” 

This year 12 boats from 12’ to 21’ are under construction in 
WA’s high school boat building program. It is not surprising that WA, 
which hugs the rugged coast Down East, has such a strong connec-
tion to the sea. Using the ocean itself, as a classroom, students perform 
rowing drills, outboard motor operations and large power boat pilot-
ing and navigation. 

WA’s program emphasizes traditional skills blended with high-
tech resources that professionals use. Students in the boat build-
ing class can build a boat of their choosing and keep it for partial cost 
of materials. Many choose the option of building a watercraft for the 
school which will in turn be sold to help continue the program. Some 
students build more than one boat during each of the two year course. 
In which case, the cost of their own boat is adjusted downward.

Tuttle speaks of Bobby Richardson, a local fisherman and former 
student who has been quoted to say. “I should have built four boats 
instead of just two. I had the chance but blew it. I miss this place”.  
Smoothing his hand over the seat of a freshly varnished boat seat, 
Tuttle said, “Look at this fine wood working. This type of work can 
be translated into a half dozen other occupations”.  “The craftsman-
ship is so fine”, admits co-teacher, Shawn Schmitter, “that we 
usually have a waiting list of citizens wanting the students to build or 
repair boats. Each craft must be proved seaworthy in a final exam that 
takes place in a nearby cove.” 

Schmitter offers, “another recent graduate who visits from time 
to time, repeats each time. ‘I wish I could be back here and build
another boat’.” Peter J. Taylor a third generation fisherman and also 
the third in his  family to go through the program is building a popu-
lar model 21’ lobster boat for onshore fishing. Like his father before 
him “P.J.” will make a living fishing locally.

 The boat building class is underway with many new projects 
including the construction of a 16’ Vee bottom skiff for the Little River 
Lighthouse Restoration Committee. There is also one 8’ dinghy, two 
12’ rowboats, two 12’ outboard skiffs, one l6’ Eastport skiff, two 21’ 
Eastport style lobster boats and two Maine guide cedar canvas canoes.  
Of the 10 students in Tuttle’s afternoon boat-building class, some are 
headed out to the sea as soon as classes are over. Many of them are 
multi-generation fisherman, some signing on with their father’s boats 
while still in elementary school.

This year’s senior class includes: William Crosby, Matt 
Cservak, Evan Hawkins, Joseph Hunter, Josiah 
Jackson, Michael Lehman, Tim Nicely, Peter 
Taylor, Richard Tuttle and Paul Vinzani. 
Tuttle said Washington Academy’s technol-
ogy programs serve more than forty 
area students, and all students still 
must take all other required courses 
to graduate. At least 75 percent of 
the program graduates are still 

Marine Technology at Washington Academy  

Patrick Hallisey, who has recently 
graduated from WA, after a 
previously difficult high school start, 
credits his life to the Marine Tech 
program offered at the academy. 
His mom, Machias attorney Mary 
Jane Good, recalls traveling the coast 
of Maine looking for a boat hull to 
purchase and haul back to WA for 
her son to turn it into a working 
vessel. And that he did. Again under 
the critical eye and guidance of WA 
instructors, Patrick built a fishing 

boat that he now works in seasonally between classes at EMCC in Bangor. Good adds, 
“The willingness of Clint Tuttle and his staff to support each individual student and 
the extra attention paid to each are unsurpassed anywhere. That this program is here 
at Washington academy is such a gift to the students and the communities.” 

I just wanted to thank you for allowing Wesley’s boat to be housed 

at Washington Academy. The progress on his boat took much longer than 

we all expected, but the end result is astounding. Wesley now has 

a strong working boat in excellent running order. This boat will allow 

him the opportunity to pay for his tuition at Maine Maritime Academy. 

Mr. Tuttle and Mr. Schmitter have both been wonderful role models 

for my son and his peers. They have done a great job facilitating the 

process, but allowing them (Wesley and CJ) to work the project 

themselves. This educational experience has been invaluable.

Again, thank you for your patience. It is great that Washington 

Academy sponsors programs for local working youth.

Amanda Gove



Alumni Association 
Biennial Business Meeting

August 2, 2008
2:00 PM

A special event is being planned to honor our 50th year alumni!
Washington Academy invites All Alumni to a Cook-out 

on August 2, 2008 at 11 am. 
Join Us for Lunch and Trustee and Donor Awards

before the Business Meeting.

Annual Homecoming & Reunion
September 19-21, 2008

For more information, contact Alumni President Dean McGuire 
at 207.263.9600 or email him at dean01@localnet.com.

ATTENTION ALUMNI

See page 12 for 
Class Agents

All Alumni Welcome!!
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Challenger Field Trip
A Low Earth Orbiting Satellite (LEO) 

has malfunctioned and must be replaced. The
elite Emergency Response Squad, ERS-1, has 
been called in to construct a new satellite, de-
ploy the satellite, and retrieve important data 
about the Earth and its environment. Join-
ing in this mission to collect data, avert disas-
ters on Earth, and learn about the intricate 
relationships of Earth’s atmosphere, hydro-
sphere, biosphere, ecosphere, and geo-sphere 
as they Encounter Earth is Mrs. Kropp’s fresh-
men Earth Science class from Washington 
Academy. The first leg of their journey took 
them from East Machias to Bangor, where the 
Challenge Learning Center is located. Once 
there, the students were assigned to the roles 
of navigators, engineers, or scientists working 
in glove boxes, solving problems before they 
turn into crises, as they participated on a sim-
ulated mission.

Following a critical analysis of the acti-
vities provided in the “Mission Prep” lesson 
manual, the activities have been deemed as 
meeting many of the Maine Learning Results. 

CLCofMe is also Maine’s NASA Educa-
tor Resource Center. It’s purpose is to help 
teachers learn about and use NASA’s educa-
tional resources. Personnel at the ERC work 
with teachers to find out what they need and 
to share NASA’s expertise. The ERC will pro-
vide educators with demonstrations of educa-
tional technologies such as NASA educational 
Web sites and NASA Television. The ERC 
provides in-service and pre-service training uti-
lizing NASA instructional products. Educa-
tors also have the opportunity to preview, copy,
and receive NASA instructional products. 

WA Concludes Fall Sports Season
The battle for the Down East Athletic 

Conference Championship between Wood-
land’s Lady Dragons and WA’s Lady Raiders 
ended in a 2-0 victory for the Raiders. The 
Lady Raiders ended their season with a 13-0 
record, coming in third place in the Eastern 
Class C Division. The WA Boys Varsity Soccer 
team also clinched the DAC Championship 
with a 4-1 win over the Woodland Dragons. 
The boys came in third place in the Eastern 
Class C Division with an 11-1 season. The 

Lady Raider Varsity Volleyball team had a 10-4 
season, coming in third place in the Eastern 
Maine division. 

WA’s Girls Cross Country Team finished 
their season as DAC champions with the Boys 
right behind in second place behind Calais.
WA has been able to field a full squad for both
teams over the years, where other county
schools have not. WA’s top three girl runners 
at the DAC meet held in Woodland were: 
Elizabeth Hall, Ashley Varney, and Lehann 
Hester. WA’s Josh Pulk came in second in 
the boys’ race.

Raiders Golf finished their season 19-14 
and came in fourth place in the DAC cham-
pionship tournament. The team’s future looks 
bright as the majority of the squad is under-
classmen. Receiving awards this year are Aaron 
Foss and Josh Redman for their leadership. 
Also, Nick Rushforth earned Most Valuable 
Player while Freshman Sam Teer was named 
Rookie of the Year.

Raider Football brought the cheering 
crowds out in their first season. Playing as a 
club team with 25 players, WA had four games 
scheduled and finished their season with one 
win and three losses. Using this year and next 
year, as well, as training seasons, WA hopes to 
play competitive varsity football beginning in 
2009. Youth football camp next summer will 
be offered again and a full junior varsity foot-
ball schedule will be in place beginning next 
August, allowing WA to begin play along with 
the other league teams.

The Fall Sports Banquet was held at WA 
on November 14 to honor our players. 
Congratulations to all of our athletes for a 
successful season!

Soccer Senior Europe Bound
Paul Vinzani, senior 

at WA, sporting a soccer 
jersey from his favorite 
team-Italy. “When they 
won the World Cup, I was 
in Indiana visiting family. 
I stayed in the motel room 
because my grandmother 
didn’t have cable. There 
was no way I was going to 

miss the match.” That’s the dedication that Paul 
has for the game. He has played for the Raiders 
for his four years at WA, steadily improving his 
play by attending summer soccer camps and 
playing indoor soccer over the winter.

Last July, Paul attended the Dutch Soc-
cer Academy in Presque Isle, a soccer training 
camp that draws aspiring Ronaldinos from all 
over the world to University of Maine’s small
Aroostook County campus to learn from an 
impressive world class coaching staff.

While there, Paul learned of an opportu-
nity to travel to Europe and tour some of the 

more well-known soccer hot spots, including 
Holland, he focused on the tryout to be held 
in the fall. 

Supported 100% by family, and more
confident in his ability, Paul made the trip to 
Bangor for the traveling team tryout and was 
successful in his bid for a place on the team. 
The ten-day tour is planned for next spring,
and includes playing at least one match against 
very talented European players, learning new 
soccer skill and having a great time.

In the mean time, Paul will play winter 
indoor soccer to keep his skills honed in prep-
aration for his tour.

Paul lives in Trescott with his mother Katie
MacGregor and step dad and Alan Furth. 

Student News

Photo caption: Students and Teacher of the Quarter: 
Standing (l-r): Alice McBride, Lacie Craven, 
Hannah Hudson, Christopher Plaisted, Milos Gautier, 
Nicholas Blais. Seated (l-r): Will Guida, Chloe 
Barnett, Allison Talbot.

Students and Teacher of the Quarter
Two students from each class and one 

employee were chosen by faculty/staff and 
students to be honored for the first quarter 
of the 2007-2008 school year, selected based 
on academic achievement and citizenship. 

First year History teacher Nick Blais was 
chosen from more than 60 staff and faculty 
members as the Employee of the Quarter. 
Students chosen representing Grade 9-Chloe 
Barnett and Christopher Plaisted, Grade 10- 
Allison Talbot and Lacie Craven, Grade 11-
Alice McBride and Milos Gautier, and Grade 
12-Will Guida and Hannah Hudson. 

WA Announces DAC All-Stars
The following athletes have been selec-

ted as DAC (Downeast Athletic Conference) 
All-Stars for the 2007 Fall Sports season. Girls 
Varsity Soccer: Joslyn Corey, Kayla Wood, 
Carilla Fritz, Breanna Nicely, Andi Flannery.
Boys Varsity Soccer: Josiah Jackson, Joey 
Hunter, Milos Gautier, Todd Jun. Girls Var-
sity Volleyball: Yumi Mahar, Donnalee Price, 
Taylor Davis. Girls Varsity Coach of the Year: 
WA’s Christine Davis. Girls Cross Country: 
Elizabeth Hull. Boys Cross Country: Joshua 
Pulk, Robert Costa. Golf: Nick Rushforth. 
Congratulations to everyone!
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The 2007-2008 National Honor Society Members

WA Youth Soccer Program
For the fourth year in a row, Raider 

soccer athletes are volunteering their time, 
talents, and techniques to teach young chil-
dren about soccer. Over 80 area youngsters, 
ages 5-11, participated in the eight-week 
Saturday morning program, which culmi-
nated in three final games on Raider Field 
on November 3, 2007. Originally scheduled 
for night play, the weather forced an early 
morning finish to this successful season.

Under the direction of the WA’s Marie 
Finn, 33 WA soccer players demonstrated, 
directed, encouraged and cheered as the 
youngsters listened and watched the Raider 
role models, learning various soccer funda-
mentals, rain or shine.

WA soccer players volunteered a total 
of 221 hours. Eight soccer players who each 
contributed more than 12 hours are: William 
Guida (’08), Colin Wagner (’08), Hannah 
Hudson (’08), Milos Gautier (’09), Michael 
Knowles (’09), Steven Knowles (’09), Alice 
McBride (’09), Andi Flannery (’10).

Senior Hannah Hudson Wins 
Maryann Hartmann Young 
Women’s Social Justice Award

Recognizing a young 
woman between 12 and 18 
years old who has distin-
guished herself through 
her dedication and contri-
bution to social justice 
and change, the Maryann 

Hartmann award was presented to Wash-
ington Academy senior Hannah Hudson of 
Columbia Falls on November 6, 2007 at a 
ceremony on the Orono Campus of the Uni-
versity of Maine. She also received a $1000 
scholarship to UMO (upon acceptance).
Hannah was nominated by WA Guidance 
Director Kathryn Richmond.
Congratulations, Hannah!

Parents, grandparents, WA soccer players, and volunteers 
came together on Saturday, November 3 for the final 
session where Coordinator Marie Finn congratulated all 
the young soccer players with medals and certificates, and 
a huge round of applause for their hard work over the 
eight weeks. WA Soccer volunteers spent eight Saturday 
mornings teaching soccer fundamentals to over 80 area 
youth during the Youth Soccer Program. 

Mrs. Margaret Chrisman of Par-
adise Valley, Arizona, recently donated 
her 37-foot wooden motor boat to
Washington Academy. The boat had 
been housed at the Bitter Sweet  Boat-
yard in Damariscotta, Maine until last 
week when it arrived on the WA cam-
pus, delivered by Toppins Diesel and 
Marine Services. Originally offered to 
Maine Maritime Academy, Tim Leach, 
the MMA waterfront director, imme-
diately notified WA that a boat was 
available for donation. Boat donations 
have many benefits to the Academy, 
including feeling good about a tax-
deductible gift benefiting the students and 
programs of Washington Academy; saying 
“good-bye” to the time, energy, expense and 
stress involved in trying to sell your boat; end-
ing dockage, insurance, maintenance, storage, 
and repair expenses; and no sales commission. 
In fact, one can actually do better financially 
by donating it than selling the boat outright.

Donating a boat will help provide equip-
ment, funds, and facilities which enhance and 

encourage student involvement and partici-
pation in marine trades education. 

With the continued support of dona-
tions, students have access to more boats 
and receive more training in marine-related 
fields than those at any other high school 
around.

Washington Academy plans to incorpo-
rate this vessel into their Marine Engines and 
Finishing classes. 

The 37-foot Midwester II was donated to Washington Academy by 
Margaret Chrisman of Paradise Valley, Arizona for training and 
education through the Marine Technologies program at the Academy. 
Pictured with vessel are students in Clint Tuttle’s Marine II class.

NHS Inducts New Members 
The Washington Academy Chapter of 

the National Honor Society held its annual 
induction ceremony in November at the East 
Machias Congregational Church. The pro-
gram began with a piano interlude by Jacob 
Sturtevant, music teacher. Hannah Hudson, 
president of the chapter, opened the ceremony.

Two-year members reviewed the four 
society qualities. Seniors Will Guida, Carrie
Johnson, Cassie Craven, and Avram Reisman 
addressed the qualities of scholarship, service, 
leadership and character.

Colin Martinez, JuWeon Kyung, and 
Milos Gautier introduced new members and 
their parents. The following are new mem-
bers: Seniors: Jee Sun Kim, Ahrom Kim, 
Ashley Noyes, Brittany Bigger, Juniors: 
Nadine Biss, Sarah Castor, Alice McBride, 
Molly Pierce, Gabrielle Roos, Angie Sexton, 
Sophomores: Robert Costa, Lacie Craven, 
Seth Maker, and Allison Talbot. 

After a candlelight ceremony with a reci-
tation of the National Honor Society pledge, 
Headmaster Judson McBrine presented em-
blems and pins.

Tony Maker, Principal of Elm Street 
School, was the guest speaker. The Washington 
Academy Combined Chorus, under the direc-
tion of the academy’s music instructor, Jacob 

Sturtevant, presented “I Hope You Dance” 
by Mark D. Sanders and Tia Sillers.

At the conclusion of the program re-
freshments were served with Mr. and Mrs. 
David Craven, parents of Cassie and Lacie 
Craven. Virginia Plummer, English Chair at 
Washington Academy, is the NHS advisor.

Head of School Judson McBrine with NHS President 
Hannah Hudson and Tony Maker, Principal of Elm 
Street School.

Donation of Boat Made to WA
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The 2007-2008 annual fund is right on track to reach
its goal of $50,000 by June 30, 2008. Thanks to the very gen-
erous support of alumni, friends, businesses, parents, faculty
and staff of WA and that of two extraordinary in-kind dona-
tions from Don Dickel Floor Corp. and Ms. Maggie Chrisman.

This year we have the continued commitment from 
Machias Savings Bank to offer its matching challenge to first 
time donors and donors that increase their gift from last year.

This has already resulted in more than 15 first time don-
ors to WA. Their gifts along with Machias Savings Bank’s 
match added twice the value to the annual fund. In addi-
tion, many have increased their donation this year to take 
advantage of the Bank’s generosity. We thank everyone who 
has supported this year’s fund so far. 

Special Gifts
Katherine Y. Look, MD has continued her generous

support of WA through another large contribution of $2,500 
in honor of her father, Adien Look, Class of 1947.

Dr. and Mrs. Peter Morningstar and Frank Hallisey be-
came WA’s first football fans with their exceptional support 
of Raider Football this year. A club team this year, the WA 
Raiders played a short four-game season, improving their play 
with each first down. Without the generosity of Frank’s dona-
tion of much needed equipment, the team would have begun 
with little else but will and determination. Peter’s gift of $2,000 
to support the additional needs of the program was instru-
mental in the successful kick off of this new club team at WA. 

WA received two extraordinary in-kind donations this 
year. The first in the amount of $10,800 from Don Dickel Floor 
Corp. to offset costs of repairing and restoring the wooden 
floors in the Larson House, as well as the repair and installa-
tion of the new gym floor in the Gardner Gymnasium, dam-
aged from rain that found its way in under the outside doors.

The second came as part of the new Boat Donation Pro-
gram at WA. Ms. Maggie Chrisman donated a 36-foot wooden 
cruiser for use by the Marine Technologies Program. This 
$30,000 gift will provide hands-on training in sanding and re-
finishing, engine repair, and electrical wiring. (See feature on pg. 9)

Bunnie Gaddis Wright, East Machias Town Clerk and 
friend and neighbor of WA, has generously donated 15+ acres 
of adjoining property to WA for athletic field use. Three of the 
15 acres of property comes to WA through Gaddis Brothers, 
of which Bunnie was a partner. The property, which is locat-
ed behind the soccer field beyond the lowland, can accom-
modate a new athletic field and perhaps the site of tennis 
courts planned for in the capital campaign. The current 
Raider Field receives tremendous wear and tear as WA’s only 
field. Four soccer teams, four baseball and softball teams and 
the new club football team all vie for time and space on this 
field in the fall and spring. In addition the community-wide 
youth soccer program is out on the field every Saturday in 
September and October. 

Coca-Cola has generously donated $10,000 to WA this 
year. The gift supports the purchase of a new scoreboard 
and clock for Gardner Gymnasium, just in time for basket-
ball season. Although WA was able to direct this gift in any 
way it needed, it was determined that the faulty score clock 
would not weather another winter season.

GOAL

...Lasts a Lifetime

Dolores Hanson ’55 and Bettina Davis ’60, both 
former Trustees and now honoraries for WA, have made 
the most important gift to WA that they could-they have 
promised to support their alma mater even after they are 
no longer here to do so. They did this through indivi-
dual bequests to WA. Dolores Hanson, a decade donor 
and ten-year veteran of the Board of Trustees, has been 
one of WA’s most committed alumni. She served on many 
Board and school committees over the years, sharing her 
knowledge and wisdom gained from many years travel-
ing the county as an insurance agent. The same is true 
for Bettina Davis, who also served many years on WA’s 
Board of Trustees, as well as Board and school commit-
tees. Her insights into the business community remain in-
valuable to WA as we continue to plan for the future. Also 
a loyal supporter of WA over the past ten years, Bettina 
joins Dolores as one of WA’s most committed alumni.

The Washington Academy’s Legacy Circle invites 
those who want to make a lasting impact on the students 
at the Academy by insuring that support is long-lasting. 
Planned gifts, including bequests, gifts of stocks, an-
nuities, and trusts allow you to make that all important 
gift to WA.

Legacy Circle

An Education that...



Alumni Alumni News & Notes
‘56 Clarence E. Dennison is still roaming 

around in the summertime in his R.V. 
and telling stories in the winter at Disney World’s 
Animal Kingdom.

‘60 Clyde Young has been retired for five 
years! Prior to retiring, he worked for I.P. 

Paper for 30 years. He now works part-time at St. 
Mary’s Hospital and Colby College.

‘65 Robert Bergeron reports that he is the 
proud grandfather of his first grandchild, 

Autumn Roberta Bergeron, born on November 
14, 2007. Everyone is doing fine.

‘71 Genie (Ashley) Hall has been working 
in the health care industry since gradua-

tion. Her love of cooking comes from Mrs. Bell’s 
Home Economics classes. She is a Maine hockey fan 
and last year had the pleasure of working at the con-
cession at the WA basketball games. 

Reid D. Albee is now living in Bath, Maine, 
and has been working for Computer Science Cor-
poration at Bath Iron Works since April of 2007. 
He has many fond memories of WA and wishes 
continued success to all.

’72 Michael Rhodes is in Holiday, Florida 
operating his own business Rhodes Con-

struction. One piece of advice to recent alumni 
thinking about starting a business would be to 

“get a higher education first, then pursue a business. 
College will instill discipline in your life. You’ll 
need a lot of that to make a successful business. 
Also remember, ‘Life’s a journey…not a race.’.”

‘75 Dave McMahon and his wife Robin 
moved to the Chattanooga, Tennessee 

area five years ago as a result of a transfer with 
UNUM Group Insurance. They are enjoying the 
South and get home to Maine fairly often. Two of 
their three grown daughters have followed. Dave 
and Robin have three grandchildren, including one 
who is waiting in South Korea for their daughter 
and son-in-law to pick him up pending finals adop-
tion proceedings. They are active in the New City 
Fellowship Presbyterian Church’s inner city mini-
stries. In Dave’s free time, he works on improving 
his golf game!

‘78 Robert Brunetti left Maine a year after 
high school and worked in Rhode Island 

before joining the Army Reserve in 1982. While 
on Active Duty in 1988, Robert was married in 
Esberg, Denmark. During his time in the military, 
he traveled to Austria, Switzerland, and Belgium 
and was also in the Gulf War. 

In Memoriam
Marion (Moan) Sanford ’34 October 2, 2007
Catherine (Crane) Stacey ’36
Franz A. Kneidl ’39 September 17, 2007
Lewis A. Gatcomb, Sr. ’43 August 24, 2007
Jessie (Ackley) Fickett ’43 September 26, 2007
Jane (Longfellow) Cullen ’43 October 16, 2007
Ralph E. Holmes ’45 March 30, 2007
Thelma (Look) Cates ’49 October 28, 2007

Catherine (Flynn) Getty ’50 August 2007
Laura (Daum) Geel ’52 September 10, 2007
William Bryant ’55 October 12, 2007
Michael A. Riggs ’77 August 13, 2007
Lynn (Kinney) Townsend ’77 October 19, 2007
Michael G. Bridgewood ’83 October 26, 2007
Douglas Strout ’05 December 4, 2007

Charlie Parker,  January 12, 2008
        WA Math/Science teacher

Condolences are extended to:
Marie (Strout) Beal ’52 whose 
husband Milton of 51 years, passed 
away on September 27, 2007
Amy (Dowling) Graham ’42, 
whose husband Sherman Graham 
of more than 63 years, passed 
away on October 7, 2007
WA Music Teacher Jake Sturtevant 
and family on the passing of 
Peter Sturtevant, Jake’s dad- 
passed on November 30, 2007

In September, these 1997 alums got together and went 
out!(L-R) Nellie Moody, Meghan (Gaddis) Dennison, 
Meagan Feeney, Melissa (Eltgroth) Prescott, Kari 
Reynolds, Hillery Trickett

‘97 Candi Dana gave birth to a son, Kaeson 
Robert Dana, 7 lbs. 3 oz., on July 3, 2007. 

Congratulations!

Peter Henderson

Michael Rhodes

Congratulations to 
Chad Fitzsimmons 
’91 and Emily 
Mawhinney ’02 who 
celebrated the birth 
of their son Mickey 
Charles Fitzsimmons, 
7 lbs. 11 oz., 
21 inches, on 
October 19, 2007. 

’90 Peter Henderson and wife Cheryl cele-
brated their 10th wedding anniversary in

October in Akron, Ohio where they are currently 
living. They have three children - two girls, Emma 
(5) and Elise (2) and one boy, Ethan (3 months). 
Peter has been a Technical Account Manager for 
Microsoft for the past three years and finished his 
master’s degree in information technology in 2005.

‘95 Deborah Colby graduated from Mary-
land Bible College and Seminary in 1999,

and has been serving as a missionary in Bangkok, 
Thailand for the past six years. She works with the 
Greater Grace Church of Bangkok and is also a 
Bible College teacher.

‘06 Jarred Sternbergh, a Maine Maritime 
Academy student, received the Honor Mid-

shipman Training Officer award in October. Honor 
Midshipman Training Officers train the freshmen 
each year and at the end of the freshmen’s first month, 
there are four awards given. Congratulations Jarred!

Jarred Sternbergh
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1935 Mara (Cates) Rebhan
1937 Linnie (Griffin) Crane
1938 Arthur “Tart” Gardner
1942 Jasper & Isabel (Farris) Cates
1946 Carlton & Marjorie (Griffin) Dowling
1947 Valerie (Smith) Stimpson
1949 Lois (Ingalls) Sprague
1951 Eleanor (Ingalls) Fochesato
1953 Sandra (Smith) Davis
1955 Dolores (Scoville) Hanson
1957 Marcia (Mason) Bernhardt
1958 Maxine (Dennison) Porter
1960 Bettina (Pettegrow) Davis
1962 Charles Henderson
1963 Bill Corbett
1964 Wendell Libby
1965 Richard & Judith (Hanson) Purington
1967 Celia (Farris) Lemieux
1968 Christine (Bailey) Bryant
1969 Barry & Jolene (Maker) Wood
1972 Brian Cates

1974 Kathy (Quimby) Harmon
1974 Frank Johnson
1975 Vicki (Kilton) Porter
1976 Kathie (Small) Ramsdell
1978 Alison (Davis) Maxell
1980 Arlene (Huntley) Porter
1981 Traci (Prout) Sanborn
1982 Kevin Gardner
1983 Paula Brown
1984 Sherry (Ramsdell) Radeka
1985 Angela (Colbeth) Fochesato
1986 Paula (Norton) McBrine
1987 MaryEllen (Henderson) Day
1988 Tara (Hatt) Bartko
1989 Heather (Dennison) Vose
1990 Charlene (Davis) Cates
1992 Kari Dennison
1993 Renee (Wood) Gardner
1996 April Harmon
1998 Jennifer Jones
2003 Ashley Radeka

Class Agents

w w w. w a s h i n g t o n a c a d e m y. o r g

To reach your Class Agent, please contact Angela Fochesato at rfoch@maineline.net, (207) 259-2170, (207) 263-6230, or 
HCR 74 Box 41V, East Machias, ME 04630. She will provide you with your Class Agent’s contact information.

If you don’t see your class listed, it means we need you!


