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As alumni return to campus for this
year’s 2006 Biennial Reunion, they will no doubt
be struck by the view of the Original Academy
Building nestled among the trees high on Acad-
emy Hill. This picture reminds me of the school’s
mission, inextricably linked to the small commu-
nity in which it resides and constantly striving
to meet the needs of those students. It is true that
in recent years the Academy has undergone rapid
change, so much so that alumni, friends and even
our own staff state that it is sometimes hard to
keep up with the pace. By creating a boarding
program and attracting students from around
the world, we have added rich diversity to the
school and created additional revenue to ex-
pand the educational offerings for all students.
You have heard me report on the addition of ad-

vanced placement, honors and foreign language courses, but these are only a portion of the
new offerings that we have created. I hasten to add that the school has no plans to turn
Washington Academy into strictly a college preparatory school or even a traditional boarding
school. Our mission has been, and will remain, to serve the needs of ALL secondary students
in our surrounding communities. Our commitment is to both college bound students and
to those who wish to pursue vocational opportunities. This commitment has been demonstrated
in three recent initiatives.

First, in order to ensure the continued stability of the M.S.A.D. 77 Marine Trades Pro-
gram at Washington Academy, the Trustees have agreed to allow M.S.A.D. 77 to use the
Academy’s Marine Trades Building free of charge and they have also agreed to fund half
of the cost one of the Marine Trades instructors. Through their partnership, M.S.A.D. 77
and Washington Academy can offer students one of the best marine boatbuilding programs
on the east coast, with the District receiving 102.9% subsidy from the State of Maine.

As a second example of Washington Academy’s commitment to provide vocational op-
portunities, the school’s Certified Nurses Assistant program will become a full Health Oc-
cupations program in the fall of 2006. The change in the program will attract a broader
segment of the student body, both male and female. Washington Academy does not receive
any subsidy for this program. In fact, the school pays Washington County Community College
$350 per student for the opportunity to be able to offer the program through the Academy’s
own nurse.

As a final example of our commitment to students of all abilities, the Academy will
increase services to students who need additional help in math and English. Math Lab and
English Lab as we call them, are classes that allow students to receive additional help on a
daily basis in one or both of these subject areas. These classes do not substitute for traditional
classes like freshman English or algebra, but rather work hand in glove to provide students
with skills that will assist them throughout their high school career. Next fall we will expand
this program to create two full-time teaching positions to assist students in these areas.

The very culture and climate of Washington Academy is tied to our heritage as a com-
prehensive regional high school. The Academy has a rich history of preparing students for
their future vocations. Many alumni’s lives were changed through Ena Drew’s commercial
classes or Deane Richmond’s marine trades. This tradition of being rooted in the needs of
our community will remain steadfast, even as the school grows and changes to meet the
challenges of the future.

Sincerely,

Judson McBrine, Headmaster

                       



Continuing Traditions
Mary Rea of Scarbor-
ough, Maine, and a life-
long supporter of educa-
tion, has made a generous
contribution of $10,000 
to Washington Academy’s
annual campaign.Mary fol-
lows in her father, Charles
Cary’s, legacy of philan-
thropy. Charles made two
generous contributions to
Washington Academy in

the 1950s providing the very first home basketball court
for the Raiders. The Alumni Gymnasium, as it came to
be named, was used exclusively for Washington Acad-
emy athletics until 1994 when the Gardner Gymnasium
was constructed. It is now part of the main building and
is used for the cafeteria, various sports activities, social
events and play productions.  

Mary’s contribution is a reflection of her father’s
distinguished career at DuPont, a leading chemicals cor-
poration. Her gift is an investment in the lives of stu-
dents, not just for Washington Academy as an educational
institution. Washington Academy’s 2005-2006 annual
campaign,“Building Community, Supporting Success” has
targeted new science laboratories and soccer field light-
ing as projects. Mary’s gift will enable our students to
gain valuable laboratory and athletic experiences that will
benefit them for years to come.
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Washington Academy
CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Gifts of Cash 
All cash gifts are fully deductible in the
tax year given. 

Gifts of Securities, Real Estate, 
or Personal Property
Gifts of appreciated securities or real
and personal property represent
significant tax advantages for the
donor as well as providing valuable
support for Washington Academy. 
Such gifts are generally charitable
contributions valued at the fair market
value of the donated asset and also
avoid capital gains taxes. 

Bequests 
Gifts made through a will or living trust
may be for specific sums or a specific
percentage of the estate. 
The estate will receive a charitable
deduction for the value of the property
passed to Washington Academy. 

JOIN IN 

THE
MISSION
Invest in Tomorrow’s Students 

Each gift to Washington Academy is
an investment in the future of the
Academy’s historic mission of
serving students as an independent
school. We strive to partner with
you, as a donor, to support your
desire to see the next generation 
of young men and women provided
with educational opportunities that
will prepare  them for the “great
duties of life.” The following are a
variety of ways to support
Washington Academy’s mission.

GOAL OF
$55,000

$24,500
$24,500

Annual Fund Exceeds All Previous Campaigns
Thanks to the generosity of alumni and friends, Washington Academy’s Annual Fund has reached new

heights, raising just over $49,000. The previous record was set in 1999 when chairs Bill and Rebecca Talbot
helped the Academy raise nearly $45,000 for a new computer lab. This year’s campaign has been bolstered
by an outpouring of gifts from friends of the Academy, including business contributions from Machias
Savings Bank, Border Electric, Archibald’s One-Stop, and special contributions of stock. To date, over 170
individuals have contributed to the campaign.

The 9th annual campaign, Building Community and Supporting Success, seeks to raise $55,000
to renovate the school’s science laboratories and provide outdoor lighting for the soccer field. The
science renovation will provide new ergonomic stools and tables, a handicap-accessible workstation,
and new equipment for a lab that has not been remodeled in over 20 years. The outdoor lighting
of the soccer field will allow families to attend athletic events at a convenient time for all members.  

You can help W.A. raise the remaining $6,000 by making a contribution. Additional information
regarding the campaign, the donors, and implementation of the projects will be featured in the fall
edition of W.A. Today. Please send your donation to the W.A. Development Office, P.O. Box 190, East
Machias, Maine 04630.

Class Giving Challenge:
At this year’s 2006 Alumni Reunion Banquet, W.A.’s Headmaster will be announcing the winners

of the class gift competition. Awards will be presented for both class participation and total giving. The
winning classes will be listed on a 2’ X 3’ plaque in the main entry way of the Alumni Building. Can your
class beat last year’s winners?

2005 Highest % participation in the
Annual Fund: Class of 1947 37%

2005 Largest class gift to the Annual 
Fund: Class of 1947 $1,625 

                           



4 Washington Academy Today

Student
NEWS

Washington Academy Math Team Gains Honors
Washington Academy’s math team secured first place in the Washington-
Hancock County competition held in Ellsworth on March 27, 2006. Two of
Washington Academy’s teams tied for first place in the overall competition.
Lindsay Nevala earned a perfect score of 24 points and several students were
singled out for individual honors. Will Bragdon and Soo Ji Lee earned the top
first and second positions for juniors and were the highest individual points
counts of all juniors in the two counties during the four-month competition.
Joe Bae and Lindsay Nevala earned second and third place honors for the seniors.
Thirty-eight Washington Academy students participated on the math team this
year. Twelve members of the math team were chosen to represent Washington
Academy at the State meet in Orono.

Washington Academy’s math team placed fourth in the State Math Meet
held on April 11, 2006, at the University of Maine, earning 355 points in Divi-
sion D. Less than 45 points separated the top four teams in the Division com-
petition. Congratulations to team members Joe Bae, James Yoon, Hae Ji Choi,
Lindsay Nevala, Kailee Wagner, Vi Nguyen, Seahee Park, Jin Sun Park, Will
Bragdon, Soo Ji Lee, Will Guida, and Avram Reisman.

Student of the Month
S E P T E M B E R
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Milos Gautier, Gr. 9 William Guida, Gr. 10

Mary Mawhinney, Gr. 12 Daniel Baskerville, Gr. 11 Carrie Johnson, Gr. 10 Gabrielle Roos, Gr. 9 Sam Cobb, Gr. 12

Kevin Jones, Gr. 12

Katie Hemingway, Gr. 11

Brittany Bigger, Gr. 10

Nadine Biss, Gr. 9

Ross Warren Competes at 

Fencing Junior Olympics
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W.A.’s Lindsay Nevala Wins 
VFW State Contest
By Rianne Barker

On January 14, Washington Academy senior, Lindsay
Nevala, daughter to Charles and Rosemary Nevala of Machias-
port, was chosen to represent the state of Maine in Washing-
ton, D.C. after winning the essay competition for the “Voice
of Democracy.” The ceremony took place at the Orono Black
Bear Inn where students from across the state gathered to
share their patriotic essays on “How I Demonstrate My Free-
dom.” This is the second year in a row that a Washington
Academy student has been present at the annual ceremony.
Washington County 2005 winner, Rianne Barker, received
an $800 scholarship for her essay on “What Veterans’ Service

Means to Me.” 
Lindsay will not only be re-

ceiving a $1500 scholarship, but
in the spring she had the priv-
ilege to compete at the nation-
al level in Washington D.C.
with 53 other high school stu-
dents from across the United
States. The 59-year-old “Voice

of Democracy Audio Essay
Competition” awards

over $3 million each
year in scholarships.
The national winner
will be the recipient
of $25,000.

Ross Warren, a sophomore at Washington Acad-
emy, has been showing great results in fencing com-
petitions this year. Ross is the son of Paul and Bridy
Warren of East Machias. He is a member of the
Machias Fencing Club, the third largest fencing
club in Maine.

During the weekend of February 17th at the
Hartford Connecticut Convention Center, Ross
competed in the Fencing Junior Olympics. He was
one of 2000 participants from all over the United
States. Fencers compete in three weapon categories:
foil, epee, and saber. Ross competed in the saber cat-
egory. The saber is the modern-day version of the
cavalry sword. The saber can score points or touches
with either the edge of the blade or the tip of the
sword. The sport of fencing is fast-paced and athletic;
two fencers perform an intense match on a 6’ by 44’
strip. The touches or points are scored electronically.

In a recent competition in New Hampshire
Ross won the gold medal in saber for his age group.
This win qualifies him for the Summer Nationals
in Atlanta, Georgia, this coming July. 
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D E C E M B E R

Tia Bellows, Gr. 11 Cyrus Brissette, Gr. 12 Steve Knowles, Gr. 9 Kayla Wood, Gr. 10 Mary Thompson, Gr. 11

Amanda Snowdeal, Gr. 11 Hannah Hudson, Gr. 10 Michael Knowles, Gr. 9 Jarred Sternbergh, Gr. 12 Josiah Porter, Gr. 11

Jessica Hanscom, Gr. 12

Leah Nehrings, Gr. 9

Avram Reisman, Gr. 10

Warren Competes at 

 Junior Olympics
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School
NEWS

Washington Academy Aces Energy Lesson 
Armed with clipboards and sharp #2 pencils, students of Mr. Sprangers’

field ecology science class scoured Washington Academy in search of energy
leaks. While students took part in a mock energy audit that served as a class-
room lesson, administrators participated in an energy audit last spring con-
ducted by Energy Management Consultants. 

The audit identified several areas for improvement and the Academy ad-
ministrators connected with the Efficiency Maine Business Program (EMBP)
to develop solutions. The Academy received cash incentives from Efficiency
Maine totaling $10,968 once the approved, energy-efficient electric equipment
was installed. 

Jeff Hanson, president of Energy Management Consultants, the company
that installed the lighting, projected that the Academy will reduce its electric bill
by $17,366 over the course of the coming year as a result of these upgrades.

“It all came down to dollars and cents,” stated Dave Hitchings, Assistant
Headmaster for Washington Academy. “In the first two months, we reported
a $2,600 decrease in our electric bill. This made good business and environ-
mental sense.” 

Energy-efficient lighting represented the bulk of the projects with more
than 700 energy-efficient light fixtures and bulbs installed
throughout the academy. When the new, energy-efficient T5
lights were turned on in the gymnasium, the volleyball team

thought the room had been painted because the new
lighting removed shadows created by the old light-

ing, according to Assistant Headmaster Hitchings.
The Academy installed VendingMisers® on

the vending machines, which are plug-in devices
that make machines “go to sleep” when not in
use, but still keep beverages cold. Other im-
provements included installing energy-efficient
exit lights that glow a cool green color in
hallways and at exit doors, as well as T5
lighting in the cafeteria. Washington Acad-
emy administrators are very pleased with the
return on investment to date and deem this
move a positive step in taking control of
energy costs. 

Employee 
of the 
Month

September
Dan Welch

October
Felicia Avery

November
Blaine Steeves

December
Amy Axe

January
Charlie Parker

February
Justin Walston

2006 DAC GIRLS' BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS
L-R:  1st Row: Erika Govoni, Kayla Wood, Carilla Fritz, Sara Rushforth, Amanda
Carlson, and Lauren Finn  2nd Row: Manager Darlene Foss, Katie Sprangers, Mary
Mawhinney, Amanda Snowdeal, Ashley Tilton, Megan Look, Regina Conyers-Beach, Ashley
Paquette, and Coach Dean Preston 

2006 CHEERLEADING STATE RUNNERS UP
L-R: 1st Row: Jessica Honea, Carly Small, Rianne Barker  2nd Row:
Marci Hatt, Katie McCormick, Cailyn Beaudoin, Gabrielle Rushforth,
Brittany Bigger  3rd Row: Megan McPherson, Katie Veader, Colin
Wagner,  Tia Bellows, Saxon Shmauderer, Rebekah Cox, Ashley Noyes

                            



CREST Grant
Washington Academy has been selected, along with 11 other Maine

schools, to participate in an innovative three-year project designed to
encourage Maine students to use technology to find creative solutions
to community challenges and to promote students’ awareness of tech-
nology-related careers in Maine. Funded by a $1.2 million grant to
the Island Institute from the National Science Foundation (NSF), the
project is called CREST (Community for Rural Education Stewardship
and Technology). The Institute’s partners in the grant are Bowdoin
College and the University of Maine at Machias. 

The NSF grant will help Washington Academy students and teach-
ers learn to use Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology for
community mapping and website development. Students will also learn
ethnography skills that can be used to document and preserve the liv-
ing history of the area using audio, video and other technologies. GIS
and audio/video equipment will be provided to the Academy with funds
from the grant. 

Stipends will be provided for students to attend a variety of events
over the three years of the grant. These include summer training work-
shops to help students and teachers refine their newly acquired skills
and build leadership experience, career fairs to increase students’ aware-
ness of technology-related career opportunities, and visits to college
campuses, where participating students will have the opportunity to
be mentored by college students. 

Washington Academy was selected based on its history of inte-
grating innovative projects into the classroom. The program is under
the direction of science teacher, Don Sprangers.
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Planting for a Better Tomorrow
Washington Academy is the site of a wetland nursery designed

and operated to serve local watershed councils by providing trees and
shrubs for salmon restoration and habitat improvement projects.
Working in partnership with the Washington County Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Association and the Washington County Soil and Water
Conservation District, the school was able to establish the Lyman O.
Hill Tree Nursery, named after a Maine Game Warden who died in the
line of duty in the early 1900’s.  

With the assistance of Mark Fulford, students learned about soil
amendments and various tree propagation techniques. W.A. students
will now be charged with the care and management of the tree nur-
sery. Together they planted over 33,000 seedlings, including 26 vari-
eties of trees.

Restoring and Improving 
the Riverfront

Five W.A. students and Mr. Sprangers joined Steve Koenig, direc-
tor of Project SHARE, to stabilize eroded banks on the Old Stream
and Machias rivers with trees and shrubs from the W.A. wetland nur-
sery.  The Field Ecology students were great workers, taking pride in
their work making sure the plants were properly secured into the soil
to prevent frost heaves. The overnight camping and kayaking was much
appreciated by the students and made for a fun trip.  

Old Stream is one of the most productive salmon-rearing tribu-
taries of the Machias River. A project to close out a three-plus-mile
stretch of old logging roads with multiple stream crossings was con-
ducted over the past year. Culverts and bridges were removed and the
area was stabilized with bio techniques.

Sarah Castor and Kristina Garland
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Schedule of Events
August 5, 2006

Test out those legs!!
8:00 a.m. Raider Run 5k Race beginning at the Old Academy Building

Don’t miss the guided tours!!     
9:00 – Guided tours of Washington Academy campus 
11:00 a.m. 

Have your input heard!!              
1:00 p.m. Biennial Business Meeting (Room 13, lower level by library)

Don’t forget about the Trustee Tea!! 
3:00 p.m. Trustee Tea and Alumni Awards Reception will be held in 

the Gardner Gym. Hors d’oeuvres will be served. 

What the Reunion is all about…….. 
4:00 – EXTENDED Social Time  in the Gardner Gym after the
6:00 p.m. Trustee Tea!! (Guided tours available at this time too.)  

Who’s Hungry???                       
6:00 p.m. Alumni Banquet in Alumni Gym – Reservations required.   

Entertainment will be provided by some of W.A.’s finest!!!

Due to overwhelming demand, the social time 
has been drastically increased this year.
Alumni Gym will be air conditioned for your 
comfort during the banquet.

The Washington Academy Athletic Boosters and the Washington Academy Alumni Asso-
ciation together purchased a mascot for use at W.A. ballgames. To introduce the new member of
the athletic program to the school,a campaign with the letter “R” appeared all over the campus, in
every classroom, on doors, in windows, and even hanging from the ceiling. The idea was to get
people to think about the question, “What are these R’s for?”. When “Rowdie” arrived he was
introduced to the student body at an assembly just before the opening of the boys’ and girls’
basketball seasons. Everyone was pleased with the mascot’s exuberant presence at ballgames
throughout the winter months. Rowdie received his name from a popular cheer that rang
throughout the Alumni Gymnasium. The nostalgic cheer became contemporary as “Rowdie”
danced his way into the hearts of a new generation of basketball fans at Raider home games.

SUPPORTING SUCCESS . . . A PROUD TRADITION

R-O-W-D-I-E 
That’s the

way we spell
rowdy

Rowdy, let’s
get Rowdy.

1935 70th

1936 70th

1945 60th

1946 60th

1955 50th

1956 50th

1965 40th

1966 40th

1975 30th

1976 30th

1980 25th

1981 25th

1985 20th

1986 20th

1995 10th

1996 10th

2000 5th

2001 5th

2005 1st

2006 1st

Classes 
to be 

Honored

INTRODUCING . . . ROWDIE RAIDER“What are these 

R’s for?”“What are these 

R’s for?”

Reunion 2006
SUPPORTING SUCCESS . . . A PROUD TRADITION

                                                                          



S . . . A PROUD TRADITION

REPLY INFO

Dues $10.00 (if not previously paid) $____________
($5.00 1-5 years after graduation)

Number of People ____________

Banquet Tickets $15.00 each $____________

Total $____________

MEAL CHOICES

_______ Turkey

_______ Roast Beef

_______ Pasta with choice of sauce
(meatless sauce will be available)

o Please indicate here to request assistance during the banquet

Names: 

Address: 

Class: 

Due to the banquet being catered, please reply by July 15, 2006.
Please mail the completed form and your check to PO Box 466,
East Machias, ME 04630. If you have not paid your biennial dues
yet, you may include them with your banquet check. Please make
checks payable to Washington Academy Alumni Association.
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Front row: Paul Griffin, Maxine Schurman, Marlene Bryant, Bill Bryant
Middle row: Keith Stoddard, Reginald Foss, Dolores Scoville, Joan Purrington,
Muriel McLaughlin, Beth Young
Back row:  Dick Young, Willard Libby, Jerry Quimby, Darold Ames, Jerry Dwelley,
Dick Hammond

!

The class of ’55 has accomplished a task achieved by very few. They
have located all graduates and non-graduates who attended during their
four years at Washington Academy. Classmates Jerry Dwelley and Dick
Young have persistently spent hours on the phone and on their com-
puters tracking down the paths of their fellow classmates over the last
fifty years.At the 2006 Reunion they will present their class with a book-
let including brief biographies and current addresses of the entire class.
The class of ’55 is also hoping to set two new goals-100% participation
at the reunion and 100% participation in giving to the annual fund.

Dick Young, his sister Beth Pettegrow ’55, and her spouse Dale
Pettegrow ’56 will be co-hosting a joint reunion for the classes of
1955 and 1956 at their camp on Gardner’s Lake on Friday, August
4th at 3:00 PM. Please contact Dick at 207-255-0598 or Dale at
207-255-0597 if you are interested in attending.

Class of 1955 locates all classmates
after 50 years.  

Attention all reunion classes: 
Please contact the Washington Academy Alumni Office if you are hav-
ing an individual class reunion during Alumni Weekend August 4th &
5th. Alumni frequently contact the school for this information. Allow
us to help you reach your classmates. We’ll even do the mailing for you.

S . . . A PROUD TRADITION
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A Leader is a person who directly or
indirectly shapes the attitudes and
directs the actions of others. Leader-

ship is the ability to influence people
through integrity and insight, to inspire
confidence and cooperation among fol-
lowers, and to direct them to achieve
common goals.

John Curtis Caldwell was a man
whose life demonstrated those character-

istics of leadership in everything he did.
He was born in 1833 in Lowell, Vermont,

graduated from Amherst College in 1855 and
became “Preceptor” of Washington Academy

in East Machias, Maine, in September of 1855 at
just twenty-two years of age. 

Mr. Caldwell opened a new world to his students through “a
large and well-selected library” (1) that he brought with him to
Washington Academy. He made this library available to his students
and inspired them to further their education after high school. “Classes
were fitted for different colleges,” (1) and under his direction, the Acad-
emy attained “a wide reputation and increased attendance” (1) from
all over Washington County.

While at Washington Academy, Caldwell married Miss Martha
Helen Foster. “As a citizen he was prominent in public affairs, and was
often called upon to address large audiences. As a speaker he was
forcible and eloquent, and aided by his remarkable memory, was never
at a loss for the right word.” (1) Machias Republican – Saturday
September 14, 1912.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, the teacher/principal exchanged
the duties of the classroom for the duty of serving his country. Twenty-
eight-year-old John Curtis Caldwell was mustered into federal service

as Colonel of the newly formed
11th Maine Volunteer Infantry, a
great honor for a principal from
Maine who had no prior military
experience. 

Colonel Caldwell quickly
gained a reputation for leading
with distinction and personal gal-
lantry during the Peninsula Cam-

paign. This experience and reputation was tested again at Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. “On July 2, the federal army was strung out along Cem-
etery Ridge as the various components came on the scene. At about
3:00 PM, Union General Sickles, in a well-documented forward move-
ment, advanced his line and created a salient with
his Third Corps. Union General Winfield
Scott Hancock, along with several
other officers, Caldwell among them,
saw the movement and wondered on
its significance, while recognizing that
they would ‘soon come tumbling back.’
Knowing that time was of the essence
Caldwell, who had now been promoted
to General, had his four brigades in mo-
tion within minutes. Caldwell ignored
the familiar marching structure and
moved his troops out in a ‘backwards
order,’ trusting the skill and profession-

alism of his officers and men. To General Caldwell it was a risk worth
taking. By his quick and decisive thinking Caldwell had placed three of
his four brigades into action in less than ten minutes and ‘would keep
his finger on the pulse of action’ throughout the fighting in the Wheat-
field. At the end of the day Caldwell and his division had rescued the
line and held against numerous Confederate onslaughts. Caldwell and
his First Division had done as much as any other unit to save the Union
Army that day.” (2) Patricia Caldwell, A General Without His Due.

It is recorded of General Caldwell that he served his country
with distinction in all of his assignments throughout the war. General
Caldwell was loved by his men, and this is the truest test of honesty,
integrity and bravery on the battlefield. A soldier who served with him
prior to Gettysburg wrote, ‘Caldwell is an agreeable man and well-liked.
There is none of the assumed dignity and importance so among offi-
cers.’ As a tribute to General Caldwell, he was chosen to represent the
United States Volunteers on the guard
of honor for the assassinated President
Lincoln,escorting his body on the long
journey from Washington back home
to Springfield, Illinois.” (2) Patricia
Caldwell, A General Without His Due.

After the war, General Caldwell
opened a law-office in Ellsworth,
Maine, and served as a State Senator.
He was appointed to consecutive diplomatic posts from 1869 to 1874
in Uruguay and 1874 to 1882 in Paraguay.General Caldwell, at the time
of his appointment, “was the first Minister to make his inaugural ad-
dress in Spanish.” (1)Machias Republican – Saturday, September14,1912.

John Curtis Caldwell’s leadership on the battlefield is well docu-
mented. His legacy in the classroom should also be noted. According
to alumni records, thirty-three men from Washington Academy served
their country in the Civil War. Eleven of these men served with their
former teacher and principal General John Curtis Caldwell in the 11th
Maine Infantry. Another young man, George Harris (Washington
Academy 1861) followed his mentor’s example in education at Amherst
College, graduating in 1866. Among George Harris’ accomplishments
was his appointment as seventh president of Amherst College, where
he served from 1899 to 1912.

At the Centennial Celebration of Washington Academy in 1892,
Prof. George Harris delivered a speech, citing his time at Washington
Academy under Mr. Caldwell’s mentorship. Mr. Harris writes, “It is of
the administration of Mr. Caldwell that I wish to speak, as my connec-
tion with the school was chiefly in his time. He came here after his
graduation from college, a young man of twenty-two. He brought with
him a library of a thousand books. I had never seen so many together.

He set me to reading, selecting classic works, such
as Scott’s novels, and Macaulay’s essays on

Bacon and Milton. It was to me, as I
know it was to other pupils, an intel-
lectual awakening. One book which
he put in my hands, a book specious
then and obsolete now, and perhaps
not a judicious selection for a boy,
Buckle’s History of Civilization, made
a deep impression on me with its gen-
eralizations about climate, soil, here-
dity, etc., and decided me to go to
college rather than directly into the
lumber business, a decision from which

Profile in Leadership 
GENERAL JOHN CURTIS CALDWELL
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T wo brothers, Austin Cary and George F. Cary, born and
raised in East Machias graduated from Washington Acad-
emy in the 1880s. They both went on to Bowdoin College

of Brunswick and then began their respective careers. Austin en-
tered a career in forestry, and George entered a career in finance. 

Austin Cary passed away in 1936. Shortly after his death a
check arrived at Washington Academy for $5,000.00, as one-half
of the bequest left to the Academy by Austin Cary. At that time
it was decided to set up an account in the bank to be known as
the “Austin Cary Fund.” In 1937 George F. Cary, Austin’s brother
and executor of his will, presented the additional $5,000.00 from
Austin Cary’s bequest to Washington Academy. It was through
these contributions during the dark days of the Depression that
the Board of Trustees began to plan a bright future for Washington
Academy’s athletic and social programs by dreaming of the pos-
sibility of a gymnasium.

For the next 15 years the fund remained mostly inactive,
until 1951 when Charles A. Cary, Washington Academy Class of
1906, Austin’s nephew and George F. Cary’s son, gave 100 shares
of DuPont common stock to Washington Academy. The dream
of a new gymnasium at Washington Academy was now a bit clos-
er to reality. The philanthropy of Charles A. Cary didn’t stop
there. In 1957 he gave another 49 shares of stock in the DuPont
Corporation to Washington Academy, making his total contribu-
tion 149 shares of stock. 

Within two years of that gift, Washington Academy con-
structed a new gymnasium, which became the first home court
of the Raiders. Alumni who attended Washington Academy from
1960 through 1994 witnessed many exciting high school bas-
ketball games in this gymnasium. They remember the crowds, the
atmosphere, and the school spirit. Proms, graduations, alumni
reunions and banquets have also been held in the Alumni Gym-
nasium as the social center of Washington Academy’s campus.

the lumber business certainly did not suffer. When the Lincoln cam-
paign opened, Mr. Caldwell made a reputation as a political orator.
Meetings were held in Pope’s Hall, at which he spoke with remark-
able effect and to the especial admiration of his pupils. It was at some
of these meetings that the toastmaster of today first spread his wings
for oratorical flight, and the well-rounded periods we have just heard
have a certain resemblance to those earlier efforts. The boy is father of
the man. Then followed the outbreak of the war. Even the people of
East Machias were mildly excited, and the boys in the Academy were
wildly excited. Mr. Caldwell procured guns and drilled us at the daily
recess. Soon after he became Colonel of a Maine regiment and went
away to the army, carrying with him Hume, Campbell, and his brother,
as members of his staff.” (3) Professor Harris concluded his speech
summarizing Mr. Caldwell’s tenure at Washington Academy with his
personal gratitude. “General Caldwell began teaching here when he
was but twenty-two years old, and before he was twenty-nine had an
enviable reputation as a public speaker, and was in command of a reg-
iment. Through those years his pupils were enthusiastic students. The
people of the town were proud of him. He was a young man of bril-
liant gifts and varied attainments, and to this day is in great demand
as a campaign speaker. I am glad of this opportunity to acknowledge
my great indebtedness to him for intellectual awakening. The feeling
I express is shared, I am sure, by many here who had the advantage
of his instruction.” (3) Memorial of the Centennial Celebration of the
Founding of Washington Academy, p. 120-123.

General Caldwell was in Calais, Maine to visit with his daughter
Mrs. Harry S. Murchie in July of 1912. During his visit he became ill
and passed away in Calais on August 31, 1912. At the time of his
death, General Caldwell was one of three surviving Major Generals of
the Army of the Potomac, General Joshua L. Chamberlain and General
Daniel E. Sickles being the others.  

(1) Obituary, Machias Republican Newspaper, Saturday September 14, 1912
(2) A General Without His Due, Patricia Caldwell. CivilWarInteractive.com
(3) Memorial of the Centennial Celebration of the Founding 

of Washington Academy

John C. Caldwell’s 1860 contract

Legacy of Philanthropy
CARY BROTHERS

Austin Cary

George F. Cary

Charles A. Cary
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J ames P. Pettegrove was born in Machias-
port, Maine in 1909. He grew up by the
sea and on the sea, becoming an accom-

plished sailor at an early age. His son Herman
recalls comments made about his father by local
fishermen of his era. “James Pettegrove was one

of the best sailors on the bay” (Machias Bay). A
compliment indeed, because Machias Bay can be

challenging to navigate with its shoal waters, fast
tides, rocky shores, numerous islands and dense fog. 
James graduated from Washington Academy in 1925

with an enthusiastic endorsement from Headmaster Percy Crane. Dur-
ing his years at Washington Academy, James was very active in dra-
matic productions, a passion that followed him throughout his life.
James entered Bowdoin College and graduated in 1930. After his grad-
uation his article “The Cup Defenders of 1930” was published in The
Bowdoin Alumnus magazine. The article pointed out the recent design
and building technology used in the yachts designed and built to sail
in the “America’s Cup” race off the coast of Newport, R. I. Mr.
Pettegrove was a crewmember onboard the “Resolute,” a 1920 Cup
Defender, as he was doing the research to write the article.

Upon graduation from Bowdoin College, James received a Long-
fellow Scholarship to Harvard University, where he received his M.A.
in 1931. He then studied at Oxford University in England as the reci-
pient of a Rhodes Scholarship. It was during his time at Oxford that he
met Ernst Cassirer, a German philosopher who wrote “The Philosophy
of the Enlightenment,” which James translated into English in 1951.

After two brief tenures at Bennington College and Bowdoin
College, Mr. Pettegrove taught English literature at Montclair State
College in New Jersey for forty years, retiring in 1978. Prior to his
appointment at Montclair, Mr. Nixon of Bowdoin wrote in a letter of
recommendation that “Mr. Pettegrove speaks German possibly as well
as a native of that country.” His comfort with the German language

was attributed to his linguistic ability
as well as the fact that he married
Elisabeth Hofmiller of Munich, Ger-
many in 1934. Mr. Pettegrove was on
leave of absence twice from Montclair
State College fulfilling assignments in
Austria between 1945 and 1948 as a
member of the Information Services Branch of the U.S. Forces. The
assignment was the cultural rehabilitation of Austria after World War
II. Then in 1962-63 he taught at the University of Vienna under a
Fulbright Grant.

After his retirement, James kept up his interest in American,
English, German and Austrian theatre and wrote several articles
about Eugene O’Neill translations into German. In 1981 he pub-
lished a book entitled “Sailing with Dr. Summers.” The book des-
cribes his sailing adventure along the coast of Maine in a small
sailboat, which had been refurbished by Mr. Pettegrove specifically
for the trip. The book is interesting but also enlightening as it gives
the reader a glimpse into the technical and tactical mind of James
Pettegrove and an appreciation for people and perils that helped
develop those qualities.

Education, sailing, theatre and family characterized James P.
Pettegrove’s life. The contributions of this man were global and en-
during because his contributions were made in the lives of people on
two continents over four decades. 

Herman Pettegrove recently contacted Washington Academy and
made a financial contribution in honor of his good friend Richard
Pettegrow. Mr. Pettegrove made a previous donation in honor of his
father, which has greatly benefited the drama program, and continued
the family legacy of investing in the lives of young people. The
Pettegrove family demonstrates the importance of focusing on the fu-
ture while reflecting upon our past, remembering the people who have
provided opportunities for success then building upon that foundation.

In Memoriam
Stanley Berry '35 5/05

Clayton W. Vose '35 12/12/05

Ethel Holmes Quimby '31       12/14/05

Morrill W. Jestings '51 12/23/05

Alfred Pettegrow '41 1/21/06

Keller F. Harmon, Jr '32 2/10/06

Faye Armstrong Millay '40 3/19/06

Louise Dowling Lund '34 3/28/06

Mildred Maker Beam '43 4/09/06

Christine Bryant Smith '36 5/17/06

Ruth E. Small '30 5/21/06

Jennie Pettegrove Brown '30 5/26/06

Charlie Fitzsimmons February 18, 1949-April 2, 2006
Washington Academy will greatly miss the expertise, dedication, and hu-

mility Charlie Fitzsimmons brought to its basketball program. Charlie served
as the Academy’s boys’ junior varsity basketball coach for four years and the
assistant coach for the boys’ varsity team under his son, head coach Chad
Fitzsimmons. W.A. students’ lives were greatly impacted under the patient
and consistent guidance of this man. Charlie will long be remembered for his
dedication to the field of education and his passion for athletics. Donations
have been made to Washington Academy’s tennis program in his memory.

Fondly Remembering a Coach

Charles and Chad Fitzsimmons

Memories
JAMES PETTEGROVE ‘25
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’37Louise Pettegrow Farrington fondly re-
members her education at Washington Acad-

emy. “My education there was excellent. Teacher and
friends I had there, I’ll never forget even though some
have passed on.” She attends class reunions when-
ever possible. 

’43 Jane Longfellow Cullen states she is glad
to see the names of the class of 1943 who

contributed to the annual campaign listed in the fall
edition of the W.A. Today Newsletter.

’47Arlene Greenlaw tells us that she has retired
from the Civil Service after 37 years of service.

’57Marcia Bernhardt and her husband Clyde
have two grown daughters, Heidi and Jodi;

and a second granddaughter, Emma Nicole born
March 30, 2005. Marcia has completed twenty-five
years as secretary with Cooperative Extension in Jan-
uary 2006. Marcia is now a volunteer with Abnaki
Girl Scout Council and the Pine Tree Chapter of the
Red Cross. She enjoys camping, cooking and making
quilt-top-design potholders. She is a Sunday School
Secretary at the Machias Valley Baptist Church.

’62 Donna Wilcox Pritt retired as of Decem-
ber 30, 2005. She is enjoying her retirement,

planning to travel some in the coming months. Donna
stated that her husband of 40 years passed away
October 15, 2005. 

’65 Anne Davis Haseltine is temporarily living
in Charlotte, North Carolina while her hus-

band works on a special project for his company. 

’75 Stephen Treat left for
college after gradua-

tion to attend the University of
Maine at Orono. Between that
time and graduating from the
University of Maine at Machias
several years later, he spent two
years as a fulltime rock musician
in the Bangor area, then three years in record and
audio retailing. Following the music business, he then
moved into clothing retail, managing clothing stores
in Bangor, then Peabody, Massachusetts before re-
turning to school to finish an accounting degree.
Now, having been employed as an accountant by
International Paper Company for 21 years, he has
moved with this company from Maine to New York
to Tennessee, then from Tennessee to Massachusetts
before returning to Memphis, Tennessee where he
now resides with his wife, Jackie. They have four chil-
dren and three grandchildren who live in Florida,
Massachusetts and New York. Steve still pursues his
hobby of music, performing both as a mobile disc
jockey and as a guitar player and singer. He is also a
licensed trainer for the Dale Carnegie Course in
Memphis.

’84 Tony Maker and Paula Costley Maker ’90
live in Bucks Harbor with their four chil-

dren: Seth-13, Jacob-8, Rachel-5, and Hannah-2.
They are expecting their fifth child in November.
Tony is the principal of Elm Street School in East
Machias. Paula is a stay-at-home mom.

’85 Rebecca Frye Hull is married with two
children and working for a local newspaper

in Presque Isle,Maine as the office manager.She would
love to hear from other members of the class of ’85.

’91 Jonathan McBrine is living in Lake Wales,
Florida, and teaching science at the Janie

Howard Wilson Elementary School. He and his wife
Becky have three boys; Danny-6, Matthew-3, and
Joshua-2.

’92 Matthew Grant is living in Cornelius,
Oregon, with his wife Tara and their chil-

dren, Jude and Gabriel. Matt has been working as a
finish carpenter for the past seven years, while Tara is
a stay-at-home mom. They are both active in church
where Matt had the opportunity to play his drums
during the worship services. Chris and Andrea ’96
Lyford have two children Chloe Rae and Kara Paige.
Chris is Assistant Vice President of Deposit Services
at Machias Savings Bank and Andrea’s full-time job
is right at home with her girls. 

’03 Andrew Quinn has joined the US Army
and left for 16 weeks of basic training on

April 18th. He will be doing his basic training at
Fort Benning in Georgia. Andrew will be home for
two weeks working with home-town recruiter Tom
Brown before leaving for 6 months of airborne ran-
ger training.

Jacob, Rachel, Hannah, & Seth Maker

Andrew Quinn

Alexa Camden Liberatore

Alumni

’93 Joanna Cates Liberatore recently gave
birth to a daughter Alexa Camden on Dec-

ember 7, 2005. Joanna and her husband Tony live in
Webster, New York, but are relocating to Brewer,
Maine, in June. Joanna holds a master’s degree in
nursing.

’01 Becca Lingley is currently living in Lynch-
burgh, VA where she is working for Liberty

University as a national recruiter. She will also com-
plete her MBA in the fall of 2006. 

CALLING ALL ALUMNI
Alumni news and notes is the 

MOST READ section of the newsletter.
However it is only as good as the

information provided. 
The editors rely on personal submissions
to keep alumni and friends informed.

Please write to us about your jobs,
children, vacations, and other current
events. No information is too trivial.

Please fill out the form on the 
inside of the back cover or 

e-mail your update to
alumni@washingtonacademy.org.
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O n October 5, 2005, I traveled with Ralph Ackley ‘81, Bill Holmes ‘60, and
Josiah Porter ‘07 on a four-day short-term mission trip to help with Katrina
relief efforts and to bring the story back home to our local area and churches.

Our group went under the direction of Adventures in Missions(AIM), a Christian
organization based in Atlanta, GA.

While walking down Trinity Drive in Kenner, LA, we met a lady named
Jeannie Voss. The day was October 7, 2005, and it was the first day and the first
hour of her return to her home. She was wearing a white protective mask and
spoke to us with a greeting of “How y’all doing?” She invited us in and we saw
a home completely destroyed by flood waters. The mold had spread up her walls
over five feet and all of the appliances, furniture, etc. were destroyed. Jeannie is a
57-year-old widow who lives alone and works as a freight person at J.C. Penney.

We spent the next 2 1/2 days gutting out her entire home. She was very
thankful, but very much overwhelmed with her situation. She had no insurance
and we were leaving her with only a shell of a home. We told her we would do
our best to return to help if we could.

Upon our arrival home we began to share Jeannie’s story and pictures with
local churches. We felt led to return to help rebuild her home. People started
to accept the invitation and we began receiving phone calls and letters. From
this, HANDS AND FEET DOWN EAST was born.

The goal of HANDS AND FEET DOWN EAST is to meet the needs of
people with the understanding that churches should be on the front lines of giv-
ing a hand up and not a hand out. We have many needs in our own little corner
of Maine, but our organization felt the first project was to finish the mission
with Jeannie.

Local newspapers and television stations began to call and local businesses
were approached and invited to help. Over $15,000 in donations and supplies
was raised and 21 “Down Easters” volunteered to go, 13 of which were current
or former Washington Academy students and graduates. Some drove and some
flew, but the entire team arrived together on December 26, 2005.

For the next four days we rebuilt not only Jeannie’s house but her home.
The entire roof was re-shingled; the house was rewired. New insulation, dry-

wall, paint, carpeting, appliances, furniture, and decorations were all included.
We were even able to provide her with a home computer for the first time.
Jeannie was not allowed to return until we had finished. Her joy and thankful-
ness were only surpassed by our own.

Jeannie plans to visit Maine this spring as our state has become her adopted
family. The team felt so blessed to do what was accomplished and feel that other
areas and churches could model our approach to put people’s lives back to-
gether, one at a time, whether in New Orleans or Down East Maine.

A small group in Down East Maine has been able to make a large impact,
not only in one widow woman’s life, but in her whole community. Her house at
3336 Trinity Drive in Kenner, LA is a beacon of hope for her whole community.

The story of HANDS AND FEET DOWN EAST has been covered with
5 television news stories, 8 newspaper articles, 6 radio interviews, and direct meet-
ings with Sen. Susan Collins and the office of Sen. Olympia Snowe. Through
the help of Charlene Cates, The New England School of Communications is
producing a 5-8 minute documentary of the team’s trip to New Orleans that
will be placed on the organization’s website, www.handsdowneast.org, in the
near future.

As a faith-based organization, HANDS AND FEET DOWN EAST looks
to continue their work here in Down East Maine but will be willing to go wher-
ever needed with the help of God. The team meets the first Monday of every
month at the Elm Street School at 6:30. HANDS AND FEET DOWN EAST is
always ready to welcome new members who want to be used to make a differ-
ence in the local area.

For more information, contact:
Tony Maker, PO Box 13, Machiasport, ME 04655

207-255-8692 days, 207-255-6038 nights, email-tonymaker@hotmail.com

WASHINGTON ACADEMY ALUMNI AND STUDENTS GIVE “A HAND UP” IN NEW
ORLEANS THROUGH AN ORGANIZATION CALLED “HANDS AND FEET DOWN EAST”

Meghan Sprague (07), Heather Graham (92), and Tony Maker (84)

BACK ROW: Meghan Sprague(07), Jordan Porter, Josiah Porter(07),
Wesley Graham, Nancy Sprague(79), Heather Graham(92), Jeannie
Voss, Tim Hatt, Scott Porter(80), Paula Maker(90), Tony Maker(84),
Mark Sprague(77), Kris Larsen, Amy Ackley, Fred Stone, Ralph Ackley
Jr.(81), Janelle Look(74), Gary Look(71)

FRONT ROW (CHILDREN): River Graham, Skylar Graham,
Raheem Voss, Jacob (a neighborhood boy)
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Please Send Us

YOUR NEWS
Remember, the newsletter is for you; we would like your input. Send information to: Washington Academy, Alumni/Development

Office, PO Box 190, East Machias, ME 04630. E-mail to: alumni@washingtonacademy.org or FAX at: (207) 255-8303

Name: 
Maiden Name: Class: 
Address: Zip:
Telephone:                                                                         e-mail:
Spouse’s Name:
Children’s Names and Ages:

News/Comments:

Parents: Help us keep track of alumni; notify us of address 
changes. If you know of alumni who are not 
receiving mailings, send us their addresses.

College Students: Send school addresses. We lose many of you in the 
years following graduation, so keep us current.

Retired Alumni: Be sure to send both winter and summer addresses.
All Alumni: If you have news or photos, we’d love to pass them 

along. (Photos will be returned if requested.)

WA Receives Grant 
to Locate Veterans

Dan Welch, Dean of Students and history teacher,
received a $1000.00 grant from Gary Cole of the Cole
Transportation Museum and the Cole Family Founda-
tion. The money is to be used for research to locate Alum-
ni of Washington Academy who have lost their lives in
the service of our nation. It is the school’s desire to ac-
knowledge these veterans in newsletters and other printed
materials to preserve their memory, enrich local history,
and increase patriotic awareness in future generations.
If you have any information that would help locate these
veterans, please contact Washington Academy.

Gary Cole & Dan Welch

                



Make yourself at home...
Graduates of Washington
Academy are going places
American University

Boston University

Bates College

Brandeis University

Bryant College

Dartmouth College

Middlebury College

Northeastern University

Vassar College

Worcester Polytechnic
Institute
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APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE FALL 2006 TERM 
Please call our Admissions Office at 207-255-8301 ext 207 or e-mail us at admissions@washingtonacademy.org

• College Preparatory Courses in
all Academic Areas

• Latin, French, and Spanish

•  Students from 25 Maine
communities and 10 countries

•  Accreditation: New England
Association of Independent
Schools and Colleges
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