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From the Headmaster
On June 9, 2003, another class of Washington Academy

graduates marched down the aisle in the traditional maroon and
white gowns so familiar to our alumni and friends. Among these
fine graduates were national winners for environmental science,
All-State musicians, writing symposium award recipients and a
National Merit Scholar. I am pleased with the hard work and
dedication of all our students who leave with their diplomas in

hand. Each student builds and enhances the school’s reputation as they will forever be
alumni of Washington Academy.

I am especially proud of our faculty and staff who make each student accomplish-
ment possible. The 2002/2003 school year will be remembered as one of the most
significant years of change in our recent history. Our teachers are the individuals on the
front line implementing those changes created by the diversity of our international
students, our new boarding program, and the Maine State Learning Results. They have
not only met these challenges, but have used each as an opportunity to improve the
quality of the school. 

In just two short months we will begin again, ushering in the class of 2007 and
preparing for the graduation of 2004. More changes will ensue. Our new girls’ dormitory
will open housing 12 girls from around the world. Despite declining enrollment in
Washington County, the Academy will see an increase in the size of its student body. We
will welcome a class of 85 new freshmen with more students from surrounding
communities selecting Washington Academy as their school of choice. We will hire five
new positions in residential life, admissions, science, foreign language and English as a
second language. The Trustees will begin again the on-going work of revising and
implementing the Academy’s strategic plan. 

It is exciting to tell our alumni and friends about these changes. It is even more
exciting to see the impact these changes have on our school and students. Increasing
tuition revenue from our boarding program, on-going support from friends like you, the
dedication of our staff, and the vision of Trustees make these enhancements possible. On
behalf of all of us at Washington Academy, thank you for helping us maintain strong
academic traditions and securing the future of Washington Academy.

Enjoy your summer.
Sincerely,

Judson McBrine, Headmaster

                     



impact upon these students and their classmates may never be fully
known, but the experiences gained through this unique educational
program will be carried far into the future as an example of good
stewardship and conservation. I am very proud of these students
for their accomplishments and the national recognition they bring
to our school."

Washington Academy
Wetland Nursery Project
Under Construction

Washington Academy,
under the direction
of Mr. Sprangers, has

partnered with Project
SHARE, the Dennys River
Watershed Council and the
East Machias River
Watershed Council in the
development of a wetland
nursery. The nursery will
propagate native aquatic plants, trees, and shrubs for the
establishment of riparian buffers along rivers and streams
containing critical salmon habitat. The days of repairing eroded
stream banks with rip-rap are over. WA students will be providing
needed plant stocks and volunteer labor to local watershed councils
for their restoration projects. The WA Nursery is a service learning
program teaching students to grow and care for the plants,
experiment with propagation methods, and manage nursery stocks.

This project is made possible through grants from the World
Wildlife Federation - Five-Star Restoration Program and the
National Forest Service. These grants total $15,000. The
Education Committee of Project SHARE has also donated $2,000
for a greenhouse. Project SHARE is the fiscal agent administering
funding for the project. 

Cover Story

Over the past 9 years
Mr. Sprangers, one
of WA’s science

teachers, has developed
an environmental
science program which
is unique to this
bioregion. Efforts to
restore wild Atlantic
salmon populations in
the downeast rivers is
the platform through
which much attention
has come to this

program. Successful partnerships have been established with the
Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery, Project SHARE, Downeast
Salmon Federation, and local watershed councils. Students are
involved in a variety of restoration projects; salmon fry stocking,
habitat assessment and restoration, education outreach to
community and local grade schools, and water quality monitoring. 

In May 2002, WA was selected by the Maine DEP to
represent the state at the National Youth Watershed Summit in
Washington D.C. A team of five highly motivated students
accompanied Mr. Sprangers in watershed related activities during
the summer months and returned to WA this past fall to document
their field work and prepare for the summit. The team members
include Jesstine Albee (12), Amber Barrett (12), Abby Mills (12),
Ansley Peacock (12), and Dom Winski (10). Nathan Sprangers (11)
produced the award winning documentary video presentation,
"Saving the Salmon" and later assembled a slide show documenting
the team's trip to Washington D.C.

The WA Watershed Team received first place recognition for
their unique solutions to an environmental issue and for the quality
of their presentation. In addition to the video, students created a
static display which included pictures, maps and a life cycle poster
of the Atlantic salmon. They prepared a written project report and a
radio spot. The service of Mr. Stan Smith and the desktop
publishing class was enlisted to assist in designing an attractive
project brochure. 

The WA Watershed Team was honored with an all-school
assembly on October 14 with a guest appearance from Governor
Angus King. On November 7th, a public reception was held in the
school cafeteria where USFWS representative Mr. Peter Steenstra
delivered a heartfelt congratulations to the team and Mr. Sprangers.
The Board of Trustees presented each of the participants with a
beautiful plaque and team jackets commemorating their efforts.

The watershed team has delivered their presentation to
the Schoodic Chapter of Maine Audubon and Project
SHARE. They participated in the Maine DEP Stream Team
Summit on March 28th at Bowdoin College where Mr.
Sprangers delivered the keynote address. On April 2nd, the
team hosted watershed workshops at the GPAC Youth
Watershed Forum at UM-Machias. Plans to meet with
legislators in Augusta are still being arranged.

Mr. Sprangers says, "This is by far the highlight of my
teaching career, an experience I will never forget. The

...Continued on Page 8

WA Watershed Team Places First in the Nation
at the National Youth Watershed Summit
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Alumni Quotes
& Favorite Teachers

“Headmaster, Percy F. Crane”
–Clarence M. Randall ‘29

“Percy Crane”
–Gardner and Lillian Pope ‘30

“Louella Mitchell Snow, she was a very
understanding teacher and always went the
extra mile to help her students.”

–Frances Gardner Esty ‘33

“I will be 85 the 26th of November. My
favorite teachers were J. Merrill, Mrs. Snow
and E. Gatcomb. There are more, but I cannot
recall their names. Words cannot express my
thanks and gratitude for these people.”

–Stanley Berry ‘35

“Judson Merrill; I recall when I was
undecided about changing my course from
commercial to college and I consulted with him.
He said ‘Lois, a rolling stone gathers no moss.
You are doing well where you are. Do not
change.’ I am very grateful I took his advice.”

–Lois Huntley Boone ‘36

“All of them!” –Bill Hoar ‘37

“Margret Whitcomb Beardsley; her son
William is president of Husson College.”

–Eugene & Annie Mawhinney ‘37

“Gardner Pope; we both have great
memories of our years at W.A. It was and still
is a great high school.”

–Jasper and Isabel Cates ‘42

“They were all very helpful in getting me
through, in spite of my absences. From Mr.
Townsend I learned to organize my science

notebook in a way that enabled me to use it
in my science courses at N.Y.U. It also

set the pattern for many research
papers at the graduate level.”

–Frances Proctor ’42

“Gardner Pope; never an unkind word was
uttered from his mouth even though he had
good reason to, I know!”

–Barbara Sutherland ‘43

“Jimmy Flynn; he taught me ‘about’
basketball.”

–Ruth Gatcomb St. Aubin ‘45

“Gardner Pope”
–Harland and Mattie Flynn ‘45

“Gardner Pope”
–Carlton E. Dowling ’44 and Marjorie 

Griffin Dowling ’46 

”Mr. Pope, who is a great person and teacher.”
–Wanda Albee Hartman ‘46

“Annie Dowling Mawhinney; Annie made
my introduction to algebra fascinating. She
explained the subject thoroughly. I looked
forward to each class.” 

–Gwen S. Tupper ‘47

“Mrs. Drew, Mrs. Snow, and Mrs. Kinsey”
–Ellen Holmes Cates ‘47

“Mrs. Kinsey; I remember her as being caring,
helpful, and giving me self-confidence.”

–Frederick E. Vose Jr. ‘48

”Warren Horton, a dedicated teacher.”
–Dawn Miller Woodbrey ‘49

“I think of all of my teachers at W.A. as favor-
ites: Mr. Horton, Mr. Pope, Mrs. Kinsey and
Mrs. Beam, they were such good role models.”

–Lois Ingalls Sprauge ‘49

“Mollie Beam” –Charles N. Look ‘49

“Annie Kinsey and Mollie Beam; both were
compassionate, professional, and excellent
role models for me.”

–Pamela Benny Dowling ‘50

“Gardner Pope” –Edwin Berry ‘51

“Mrs. Beam” –Alice Dowling Cousins ‘51

“Warren Horton; he always added humor to
his classes and I learned a lot from him that
helped me after school days were over.”

–Lettie and Wayne Kinghorn ’49 and ‘51

“Warren Horton”
–Dorothy and Dexter Ashley ’46 and ‘53

“Mollie Beam and Gardner Pope”
–Sandra Smith Davis ‘53

“Mollie Beam” –Albert Small ‘54

“Mrs. Beam” –T heodore Ackley ‘54

“Mollie Beam”
–Dolores and Peter Hanson ‘55

“Mr. Gibson; he had a way of bringing out
the best in us athletes.”

–Clarence Dennison ‘56

“Mrs. Beam” –Robert S. Huntley ‘56

“Tart Gardner” –Pauline Tyson ‘59

“Ralph Hayward”
–Douglas M. Holmes ‘60

“I liked most all of my teachers. Ralph Hayward
and ‘Tart’ Gardner were special though.”

–Ann Fickett Radtke ‘62

“Mr. Fletcher Alley”
–Beverly and Roger Ackley ’63 and ‘64

“Mrs. Phinney” –Celia Farris Lemieux ‘67

”Fletcher Alley introduced me to accounting
which became my career.”

–Nikki Hawkins Richardson ‘71
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Today’s Teachers,
Making Tomorrow’s Memories

“William Vasquez, aka -Mr. V”
–Marcia Randall Segura ‘74

“Mr. Sprague”
–Dean and Susan Crosman ‘75

”Mrs. Beatty was my favorite teacher. Her
psychology class was the best. Mr. Sprague
came in second. I always enjoyed his
classes and study halls.”

–Abraham Knight ‘75

“Bobbie - Margaret Gardner, Tom- Nancy
Hastings”

–Bobbie and T homas Foss ’84 and 87

”Buddy Wood; not only was he my uncle,
he was the most caring coach, person, and
teacher I ever knew. Thanks!”

–Alan Lounder ‘84

“Mrs. Jordan” –Robert E. Wood Jr. ‘85

”Mrs. Gardner; for her enthusiasm in 
Latin class.”

–Catherine Rasco Robinson ‘87

”Mr. Sprague; a great teacher. I will
always remember his enthusiasm.” 

–Steven G. Padilla ‘88
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which will link science education with
current technologies. He also has formed
working relationships with teachers from
New York and Alaska. The presidential
award program is sponsored by the National
Science Foundation and includes a cash
award of $7,500 which can be used for
personal development and programming.
Mr. Sprangers is currently working toward a
masters degree in ecological teaching and
learning which will be beneficial to the
development of Washington Academy's new
field ecology program.

Mr. Sprangers was nominated for the
Presidential Award for Excellence in Science
Teaching by Mr. Joe McBrine, Sr., who is cur-
rently Superintendent of Schools for SAD #77.

Mr. Donald
Sprangers has
been named

Maine's Presidential
Science Teacher of the

Year for his innovative
science teaching and dedication

to the teaching profession. This
prestigious award included a five day trip to

Washington D.C. where he met with Senator Susan Collins and
Representative Michael Michaud. Sprangers also met with
representatives from the National Science Foundation, US
Department of Education, and US Department of Agriculture.
The Washington D.C. experience provided presidential winners
from around the country opportunities to network and share
educational success stories. Mr. Sprangers returned to
Washington Academy with new educational programming ideas

Presidential Award for Excellence in
Math and Science Teaching, 2002

Where Are They NOW?
Nancy Hastings

Do you remember Mrs. Hastings?
How could anyone forget her
energetic and friendly addition
to the teaching staff at
Washington Academy. She
joined us as a substitute teacher
in the spring of 1982 and

continued on as a full-time
teacher from the fall of 1983 until

1988. One of her former students
remembers that she created an atmosphere

in the classroom that was exciting and imaginative
and made you want to come back for more each day.
She was instrumental in launching the AFS foreign
exchange program with Mrs. Richmond. She credits the
idea for the program to one of her former students, Lisa
Eldridge. Another of her fond
memories of WA was the
production of Beauty and the
Beast, which she helped Mrs.
Johnson direct. Mrs. Hastings now
joins her husband in co-publishing
and editing the Downeast Coastal
Press, which is in its 15th year. The
DCP is a weekly newspaper that
serves all of coastal Washington
County. She also is very busy
enjoying her 11-year-old son,
Wilder, who is home schooled and
enjoys participating in many
different sports with his friends. If
you would like to contact Mrs.
Hastings, you may reach her at
downeastcoastal@earthlink.net.

Richard & Margaret Gardner
We all remember Mr. and Mrs. Gardner’s
presence in the halls and classrooms of
Washington Academy. After many years of
faithful & dedicated service to the students
and faculty, Mr. Gardner retired in 1994
and is enjoying his quiet time at Hadley

Lake. His dog, Baillie, keeps him company
while he keeps the fires burning and works

towards mastering the art of bread and donut
making. His family is reaping the rewards. Mrs.

Gardner officially retired in 1999, but that didn’t stop
her. She is currently working for the third year as an
associate broker for Milliken Real Estate. Her friendliness
and love of people has made this a very successful second
career. If you would like to drop them a line or just say
hello, you can reach Mr. & Mrs. Gardner at
dmgard@panax.com.
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In Memoriam
Lillian Danis Pope ‘30  11/22/02

Irma Davis Copeland ‘37  11/23/02

Carolyn Quimby Wood ‘67  12/21/02

Hazel Gardner Davis ‘54  2/10/03

Shirley E. Look ‘40  2/11/03

Perley H. F. Gardner ’66  2/21/03

In Memoriam

Ruth Beam Sullivan ‘36  2/18/03

John N. McGuire ‘52  2/10/03

Berla Wilcox Huntley ‘38  3/8/03

Iva Berry ‘41

Norrine McGuire Wilcox ‘42  8/20/02

Gwenyth I. Pollock ‘04  9/4/02

Patricia L. Harmon ‘76  10/10/02

Charles M. Ackley ‘35  10/27/02

Harry Richardson ‘68  11/14/02

Evelyn Warren Carroll ‘20  11/20/02

AlumniAlumni News and Notes

’33 Muriel Moan White lives in Avon,
CT. She is a retired school teacher

and elementary school reading consultant.
She has traveled extensively in the U.S. and
sailed through the Panama Canal. She has
traveled to Alaska and gone on a narrow gauge
railroad to the Yukon.

’42 Wayne Dennison and his wife
Winona live in Ellsworth alongside

their three children John, Jim, and Jane. Wayne
served three years in the Army Air Corp with
the “Flying Fortress” bombers. He spent
thirty years in education teaching industrial
arts, elementary education, and was a junior
high principal for years. They enjoy their four
grandchildren and spending time at their camp
on Donnell Pond.

’44 Mary Ashley Mattatall and her
husband Stanley ‘41 live in Scar-

boro, Maine. They have four children, nine
grandchildren, and four great grandchildren.
Mary worked as an R.N. and Stanley worked
as a conductor at Maine Central Railroad.

’45 Marion Millay MacCrehan resides
in Baltimore, Maryland and is the

proud mother of five grown children and
grandmother of ten
grandchildren. She
keeps herself busy
in civic affairs and
volunteers at a lo-
cal house museum,
Ballestone Manor.
Harland and Mattie
Willigar Flynn live
in Bucks Harbor,
Maine. They have
been married fifty
seven years. 

’51 Lelia Small Cole and her husband
Neil celebrated their 50th wedding

anniversary on April 6, 2002 with a party at
Dimillo’s Floating Restaurant in Portland,
Maine. Lea and her husband live in West-
brook, Maine. 

’57 Velma Huntley Grant is the grand-
mother of twelve grandchildren and

one great grandchild.

’62 Sharon Crane was featured in the
Fall 2002 newsletter. Her write up

had some inaccuracies. Sharon was a U.S.
History teacher at Platt. She retired this
year in June. Her masters degree at Wesley-
an was in liberal studies with an emphasis
on the social sciences not library science.
Her second masters degree was in computer
science, history, and literature. 

’67 Isabel Look Piger and her spouse
Pete live in Clarence, NY. They

have four adult married children and eight
grandchildren. Isabel has been a pastor’s
wife since 1975 and she currently works as
an assistant manager for Sally Beauty Supply.
She also is in charge of the nursery at her
church.

’71 Mike Look taught math and science
for twenty four years. He is cur-

rently teaching at Woodland High School
and coaching varsity basketball and baseball.

’74 Marcia Randall Segura moved
from CA to MD in August 2001

and is now supporting NASA’s Cassini mission
spacecraft bound for Saturn.

’75 David McMahon and his wifeRobin
sold their home in Maine and moved

to Ooltewah, TN due to a job transfer with
UNUM. David is Vice President of Return to
Work Information Technology. Their young-
est daughter Abby started college at USM
this past fall. 

’83 Kevin Patrick Delaney and his
wife Gina live in Pasadena, Mary-

land with their two children. He is the
Postal and Delivery Supervisor for the U.S.
Postal Service.

’87 Bobbie and Thomas Foss ’84 were
married in 1990 and have three

children: Aaron, Austin, and Alexis.

’88 Kimberly Ackley lives in Port-
land, Maine as a probation officer

with the State of Maine, Department of
Corrections.

’89 Michael Curtis and his wife
Rebecca ’92 are the proud

parents of Naomi Danielle born on
November 18, 2002. Their son Jacob is six
years old and their other son Isaac is three
years old. They live in Pembroke.

Neil and Lelia (Small) Cole

...continued on following page
Mattie (Willigar) & Harley Flynn

                                                                                           



Alumni News and Notes (cont.)

This past fall, Hanscom Construction
dug the irrigation pond which lies
adjacent to the nursery site. Half of the
cost of pond construction and related
ground work was donated by Don
Hanscom. The potting shed
construction is near completion. Mr.
Dave Dowley and the industrial arts
students are credited with bringing this
part of the project to completion.
Environmental science students are
currently researching nursery
management methods and outlining
projected operating procedures.

A springtime celebration and open
house took place in May. Students were
busy planting grass, plumbing irrigation
lines and caring for plants already started.
The celebration credited the contributors
and highlighted the unique learning
possibilities of the facility. Nursery
operations will be a major focus of
attention for next years environmental
science students.

’91 Laurie Chamberlain married Sid
Whitaker on August 24, 2002. She

currently works at Maine Eye Center in Port-
land, Maine as director of refractive surgery
services. Richard Hatch and his wife Vanessa
live in Kissimmee, FL. Their daughter Hannah
Elizabeth was born on April 23, 2002

’92 Craig Zedwick, wife Nancy, and
four children: Abigail age 4, Andrew

age 3, Anne age 2 and Amanda age 9 months
live in Woburn, MA. Craig works as a chem-
ical engineer and as an administrator at a
small Christian school outside of Boston.

’93 Constance Knight lives in East-
port with her two children.

’94 Justin Wright and his wife Dawn
Cates Wright ’92 are the proud

parents of Riley Jacob born on January 25,
2003. They have three other children:  Hailey
age 7, Dakota age 6, and Colby age 4. 

’95 Charley Martin married Jake
Berry in September 2002. They

live in East Blue Hill where Charley is the
enrollment coordinator at the Liberty
School.

’97 Lauri Cushing Cates and her
husband Josh ’98 built a new

home in Cutler, Maine.

’98 Michelle Gaddis married Tony
Neron on November 2, 2002.

They reside in Jacksonville, NB, Canada.

’01 Allyson Porter moved to Naper-
ville, Illinios.

From the Alumni Association President

Many of us “snowbirds” basked in the warm weather down south, but our hearts were with
all of you who survived the worst winter of 50+ years. It is now late spring and we are
back working together to do our planning for the next reunion. We are always open to

suggestions, especially in choosing our entertainment before and after the reunion dinner. Our
social hour was an overwhelming success and it will definitely be on our agenda for 2004. We
hope to complete a draft copy of the “Bylaws” for our Association this summer. If possible, we
will insert a draft copy on the Alumni Section of the WA website. Your comments are most
welcome, however, we will finalize all revisions and corrections by early spring so we can publish
the final draft copy in time for the 2004 Alumni business meeting. 

We made some changes last year at our biennial business meeting, which are in the best
interest and growth of the Alumni Association. It was voted to raise the biennial dues to $10.00
payable January of the reunion year. This was done to meet the rising cost of our expenses and
still present the quality reunion that you all expect. The “due-date” was changed because so
many people have a misunderstanding of dues and reunion costs. For example, statistics show
that less than 10% of our total membership paid their dues last year. We need participation from
all of you Alumni members, regardless of whether or not you attend the reunion.

We purchased a large “Washington Academy” banner in our school colors that can be used
at all of the extra-curricular activities. We will also present a deserving graduating senior with a
scholarship to be used to further their education. 

Please continue your support allowing us to continue our quality events, donations to the
school, and scholarship assistance. Please mark your calendar and remit your dues in January
2004 to the following address:  Washington Academy Alumni Association,
P.O. Box 466, East Machias, ME  04630. Richard Young

President, Alumni Association

Wetland
Nursery

Project...
continued from page 3
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Dale Pettegrow ‘56

Elizabeth Young Pettegrow ‘55

Cecile Young
Richard Young ‘55
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SCHOOL NEWS

Besides the artistry and talent that can be expected from Washington Academy
dramatic productions, this year has seen a diversity of offerings. The fall
production of the Wizard of Oz provided a touching, comic, musical familiarity

to audiences while this spring, Ile supplied a serious, highly dramatic experience.
Beginning with the original writing of Frank Baum, Cathy Johnson wrote a

screen play for the Wizard of Oz to suit the talents of her players. Under her direction,
with extensive choral help from Alice Sullivan for the musical numbers, the play came
alive with energy, originality, and visual and musical excitement. The cast included
Alicia Hurley as Dorothy, John Lynch as the cowardly lion, Shane Ausprey as the
scarecrow, Asher Reisman as the tin man, Ashley Radeka as the wicked witch, Jessica
Staggs as the good witch, and many others as munchkins and town’s people.

Taking a different turn, the spring production of Ile, a play by Eugene O’Neill,
allowed some of the players (Shane Ausprey, Ashley Radeka, Asher Reisman, Adrianne
Merritt, and Tess Mattaw) to spread their dramatic wings away from more comfortable
roles seen in Oz. Set onboard a late nineteenth century whaling ship locked in ice for
over a year, a sea captain must come to grips with internal and external conflicts
involving a mutinous crew and a wife who is slowly going insane. Departing from the
original script where all the action occurs in the captain’s cabin, Cathy Johnson had the
crew visible all the time in the background in various tableaus. Another change was the
symbolically strong element involving the personification of ice by five players
interacting directly on stage.

Ile was WA’s entry in this year’s regional drama competition.
Acknowledging his efforts, Shane Ausprey was awarded an
actor’s commendation for his role as Captain Keeney. The ice
players, Katie Miller, Moremil Clemente, Krystal Stauffer,
Adrianne Merrit, and Andrea Govoni, were also given
special recognition. 

Two Plays—Two Different Tales to Tell
By Mr. Ausprey, Science Teacher and member of The WA Players

Kathryn Bridgham
is a National Merit Scholarship Winner

Washington Academy’s Headmaster, Mr. McBrine announced that
Kathryn Bridgham has been named as a National Merit Scholarship
finalist. There were 15,000 National Merit Scholarship finalists named

across the country. Katie is the daughter of Gary and Tina Bridgham of East
Machias. Katie’s dedication to her studies is matched by her active
involvement in her church. She has won several awards for her academic
accomplishments in both math and English. Katie was named as a semi-
finalist in October from more than 1.5 million students.

Katie plans to study law. She likes to think of the possibility of going
into politics or practicing law in such a way that she can make changes that

would help the less fortunate in our society.
Katie graduated as Washington Academy’s salutatorian earlier this spring.
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Last year, Washington Academy decided to do something to stop
the bullying and harassment in our school and to try and make a
difference in the surrounding grammar schools and high schools

in Downeast Maine. We started out with just a few juniors and seniors,
but very quickly grew to be a large group of freshman, sophomores,
juniors and seniors working together to promote common respect
among students. We gave ourselves the name STARS standing for
Students Teaching About Respect. Our main mission was to help
create a community that cares and respects each individual and their
needs. As a team we promoted activities that fostered self-respect and
promoted inclusion of all students into our school community.

We have established a student run store that sells Raider
clothing, key chains, seat cushions, pencils, mugs and more. We have
provided family-style sit-down dinners that are catered by the STAR
students. These dinners give something to the students who may not
be fortunate enough to have family dinners at home. The STARS
group has gone to the surrounding grammar schools to promote
STARS and to show what bullying is and what you can do to prevent
it. We also held two day seminars with nationally acclaimed presenter,
Stan Davis. 

We hope to be a symbol of respect and hope for students who
have been picked on or have picked on someone else. We want to
send a message to schools and students that harassment is a serious
matter and that kids don’t have to deal with it. We want the STARS
to have a positive effect and show people that we do care. 

STARS
By Katie Miller, Senior and President of STARS
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T he WA Raider cheer-
leaders began a suc-
cessful season by practic-

ing for Husson College’s
cheerleading camp. 

The Raiders began
practicing for camp in late
June, working on stunts,
organizing and perfecting a
cheer for evaluations.
Practice paid off. On the
last day of camp, the
Washington Academy

Raiders were selected to participate in the only competition at camp, the
Top-Team Runoff. They were one of the only Class C schools in the
competition. This foreshadowed the upcoming season of success, as WA
was also one of the top contenders in Class C Cheerleading in Maine. 

The 2003 Varsity Cheerleaders consisted of: Jesstine Albee,
Amber Barrett, Whitney Drew, Danielle Emery, Meredith Guptill,
Jared Ham, Karami Ham, Emily Huffman, Jason Labonte, Nikolay
Musarsky, Katie Miller, Ashley Ross, and Kim Ross. Alternates were
Heather Burch, and Ryan Gatley. Laurie Schoppee, Class of ‘92,
coached the Raiders.

Due to the hard work of these teammates and with help from
Kim and Jodi Perry and Stephen Cates, the squad added a new
element to the routine: tumbling. The Raiders knew that this would
help raise their score. They ended up with a routine more exciting,

difficult, and better all around than in years past. They were confident
going into competition. 

In competitions held throughout the year, Washington
Academy was very successful. They placed first in the Downeast
Athletic Conference, winning by six points. They placed second at the
Eastern Maine Regional Competition just one point behind first
place. Orono Red Riots coached by former WA student and
cheerleading coach Suzanne Gardner (’94). At the Maine State final,
Washington also came in second, a quarter of a point behind the
Saints Academy of St. Dominic Regional High School. 

Congratulations on a great season! 

Hip, Hip, Hooray!  Cheering At WA
By Senior Karami Ham

           



WA has nineteen International Students this year from eight different
countries. They each came from different cultures and backgrounds and
had many preconceptions of what America and Down East Maine were
going to be like. Here are a few of their comments about the area and WA:

WASHINGTON ACADEMY’S
International Students

Nine boys live in the dorm and three boys live in host homes. All seven girls live in host homes.
The majority of the International students choose an American name at an early age or when they come
to the United States. It definitely makes it much easier for their peers and our faculty to say their names!  Below
is a list of our students’ names and what country they come from:

If you are interested in hosting a student for next year, please contact Charlene Cates,
Director of Admissions at (207) 255-8301.

Yalin Chen “Arin” CHINA
Chi-Chuan Sun “Charlie” TAIWAN
Andreas Walther “Andi” GERMANY
Chuan-Li Chang “Charlie” TAIWAN
Reo Kawai JAPAN
Yu-Tse Fang “Scott” TAIWAN
Maria Musarskaya RUSSIA
Yu-Wei Lin “Edwin” TAIWAN
Nikolay Musarsky RUSSIA
Moremil Clemente VENEZUELA

Maya Vyssokikh RUSSIA
Oahn Nguyen “Kathy” VIETNAM
Chang-hyun Shim “Charlie” SOUTH KOREA
Binh Hung Pham Tran “Nick” VIETNAM
Han-byeol Park “Han” SOUTH KOREA
Nenad Micic YUGOSLAVIA
Hong Bin Yun “Bin” SOUTH KOREA
Jovana Vlaskalin YUGOSLAVIA
Sun-oh Park “Iris” SOUTH KOREA

I had never seen snow before
and it has been very cold.
–Nick Tran, Vietnam

When I first came to this area, it seemed
like there were more trees than people. 

–Moremil Clemente, Venezuela

I never imagined that America would have trees
and lakes. I thought it would be big cities with

lots of people. Just like in the movies. 
–Jovana Vlaskalin, Yugoslavia

I didn’t realize I would be so far away from the
city, but now I find it very relaxing and I can

concentrate on my studies. 
– Maria Musarskaya, Russia

I like the snow, but I don’t want to get in
it. The food here has made me fat.

–Kathy Nguyen, Vietnam

The people here are very nice. 
–Andi Walther, Germany

                                        



Please Send Us

YOUR NEWS 
Remember, the newsletter is for you; we would like your input. Send information to:
Washington Academy, Alumni/Development Office, PO Box 190, East Machias, ME 04630.

E-mail to:  info.dev@wa.pvt.k12.me.us   Or FAX at: (207) 255-8303

Name: 
Maiden Name: Class: 
Address: Zip:
Telephone:                                                                         e-mail:
Spouse’s Name:
Children’s Names and Ages:

News/Comments:

Parents: Help us keep track of alumni; notify us of address 
changes. If you know of alumni who are not 
receiving mailings, send us their addresses.

College Students: Send school addresses. We lose many of you in the 
years following graduation, so keep us current.

Retired Alumni: Be sure to send both winter and summer addresses.
All Alumni: If you have news or photos, we’d love to pass them 

along (photos will be returned if requested).
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