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WA Today is published two times each
year for the alumni and friends of
Washington Academy.  Publishers 
Nan Bradshaw and Charlene Cates
welcome your comments: 
WA Development Office, PO Box 190,
East Machias, ME 04630, or call
(207) 255-8301.

From the Headmaster
Looking Back and Shaping the Future

By the time you are reading this edition of Washington Academy Today, we
will have just hosted a Visiting Committee from the Commission on Independent
Schools of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).  

The visit is part of the Academy’s accreditation process.  Every ten years, we
are asked to conduct a thorough self-study of our school and report the results to
the NEASC.  Following the submission of our written report (a 120 page
document), the NEASC sends a team of private educators from around New
England to spend a week with us evaluating our school.  Their evaluation extends

our accreditation and provides us with
helpful suggestions as to how we can
improve in the future.    

Our trustees, teachers,
administrators, parents, students, and
community members should be
commended for their hard work and
diligence in preparing for
accreditation during the past year
and a half.  Through the self-study
we have gained a greater
appreciation of our heritage and
our current culture.   We have
looked at our school as if
through a microscope,
evaluating everything from
curriculum to facilities.

As evidenced in our
self-study, one challenge
facing the Academy is the
declining school age
population in Washington
County.  In order to be
proactive, we have decided

to look beyond our borders, and literally,
around the globe, for prospective students.  After

investigating many successful programs at other private academies, we have
decided that an International Student Program could benefit us by bringing both
diversity and a few extra students to our school.  

We have found that international students are looking for something we take
for granted, the “American Experience”.  These students obviously want to receive
a good education but they are also looking for an opportunity to be immersed in
the English language and the American culture.  Downeast Maine is a unique slice
of American culture and the Academy can provide international students with a
strong academic program.

You, as alumni and friends, are part of the community that makes up
Washington Academy.  I want to thank you for your continued moral and financial
support of the Academy and its programs.

Sincerely,

Judson McBrine
Headmaster
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In the fall of 2001, Washington Academy intends to enroll
seven to ten international students.  Having hosted a number
of exchange students in the eighties and nineties, the Academy

is well aware of the benefits of diversity and cross-cultural
experiences.  This year, WA has two students from Venezuela and
Japan who are giving the faculty and students a taste of what the
next year will hold.  

From Across the Globe….  
The students that arrive at Washington Academy will literally
come from all over the world.  Currently, the Academy is working
with a group of educational consultants who help place students
in American schools and ease
the burden of crossing the
language barrier.  The Academy
has already received inquiries
from Korea, Japan, Taiwan,
Germany, Brazil, and a host of
other countries.  For foreign
students who are not looking
for a nearby mall, rural Maine
offers a great educational
experience.  These students
come with the intention of
improving their English skills,
experiencing the American
culture, and making friendships
along the way.  What better place to do so than in New England
(with its reputation for academic excellence) and in a small town
that offers safety and a sense of community.  

To Local Homes….
The international students will be placed in host homes
throughout the local area.  Alumni, parents, and community
members interested in hosting students will fill out an application
form and go through an interview with a host home committee.
The goal of the screening process is to make an appropriate match
between the international student and a family with similar
interests.  What makes a good host family? Among the greatest
assets are open-mindedness, flexibility, a sense of humor and a
curiosity about the world and people.  Not only does the student
get a truly American experience, but the family gains a greater
awareness of global issues and becomes more appreciative of
differing cultures and values.  

At school and in the community…
The foundation of the expanded International Program includes
a series of English as a Second Language courses, regional trips,
and coordinated activities.  Within the ESL classes, students can
take beginning, intermediate or advanced English classes that will
help them perfect their ability to speak and write.  They will also
study United States History and American culture from a global
perspective.  The Academy has also launched an International
Club.  Earlier this spring, 15 students met with Thomas McIntyre,
the coordinator for the International Club at the University of
Maine at Machias, to begin planning activities to promote
diversity throughout the school. n

WA Launches

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM
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W ashington Academy’s 4th Annual Giving Campaign,
“You’ve Walked in their Shoes”, has a goal to raise funds
to enhance student activities in environmental science,

the arts, music, extracurricular activities, and vocational training.
To date, the campaign has raised over $25,750 from the
generous contributions of 166 donors.  Of these donors, 122 are
alumni who have given nearly $10,000 of the total.

The Academy is fortunate to have Machias Savings Bank as
a supporter.  MSB has agreed to match any new donations and
increases in giving by past donors up to $5,000.

Some of the early donations were used to purchase
equipment that is already in use at the school. Last summer, a
plan was set forth to launch a digital editing and animation
program through the existing film and theater classes.  In order
to expose the students to the growing field of digital video
production, animation and editing, the Academy purchased one
Macintosh work station, editing software, and three digital
cameras.  In training the faculty and students to use the new
equipment, two professional artists presented workshops on
January 29 and 30.  James Coleman (Huey) from Films by Huey
worked with 18 faculty and staff members and the following day
with a group of 20 students.  Each session provided participants
with hands-on experience in documentary and narrative video
production.

The second artist, John Dennis from the University of
Maine at Machias, is providing on-going support throughout the
semester for those who are learning to use the equipment.
Dennis meets weekly with WA’s film and theater director, Mrs.
Cathy Johnson ‘73, and her film class.  Under her guidance,
students learn the basics of video production and work on
individual projects.  Many of the teachers are incorporating this
exciting new technology into their classes.

It is not too late to join the campaign. Please send your
donation to the WA Alumni/ Development Office at PO Box
190, East Machias, ME 04630.

Statistics:
Machias Savings Bank match of 
new and increased donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,570
122 Alumni Donors
163 Total Donors
Class of 1947 leads all classes 
with 7 gifts for a total of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,015

WA receives grant from Mobil
Educational Alliance:  Machias One

Stop Manager, Allan Dodge ‘72,
presenting a check for $500 to

Headmaster Judson McBrine.  The Mobil
Educational Alliance program is designed

to provide Mobil retailers with an
opportunity to invest in the future of

their community through
education grants to

local schools.

Notes on
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Thelma Wass Whitney Fund
East Machias 

Congregational Church
Linda Mallar
Howard & Myrtle Roberts
Ruth E. Small

Eliza Gatcomb
Scholarship Fund
Inez Ackley
Freeman Beal
Norma Cammarata
Carolyn Chadwick
Fred & Linda Conley
Neil & Allie Corbett
Bettina Davis
Robert I. Dennison
Harland & Mattie Flynn
Clinton & Mary Gardner
Mrs. Lawrence Gatcomb
Victor & Elizabeth Harmon
Mr. & Mrs. W. Milo Haskins
Marlene Hawbaker
Irene Hibbs
Blanche Johnson
James W. Logan
James & Deborah Mallar
James & Gloria Merrill
Greta Morong
Wells & Carolyn Newman
William & Bette Parker
Clarence & Gwen Reed
Kenneth & Vickie Roberts
Mary Romaniello
Mary Tower
Harold & Mary Tuell
Stephanie & Tom Wolverton

Molly Reynolds
Scholarship Fund
Robert & Deborah Atwood
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Bangs
William and Mary Beal
Faith Beaulieu

Blue Wave Recruiting
Ashley Caddigan
Brian & Wanda Cates
Jasper & Isabel Cates
Judith Clough
Neil & Allie Corbett
Barbara Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Davis
Glenn Davis & Rene Dennison
Robert & Norma Davis
Keith Dennison
Randy & Diane Dennison
Lenny & Vicki Espling
Michael & Melanie Fergerson
Cheryl Fernald
Arthur & Carolyn Furlong
Lillian Gallant
Amanda Grimes
Lyle & Debbie Guptill
Karl & Marlene Hall
Lowell & Isabel Hayward
Rhoda & Edward Hodgdon
Gary & Vicki Hooper
Richard & Elaine Jacques
Jonesboro Union Church Auxiliary
Karl Kurz
Gerald & Marguerite Lund
Machias HS Class of 2003
Carol McElarney
Lois Michaud
Jean O’Brien
Wayne & Lorraine Pike
Arthur Porter
Scott & Arlene Porter
James & Tammy Ramsdell
Bruce & Virginia Reynolds
Tim Reynolds
William & Fran Robinson
Rose Gaffney PTA
Ann Sawyer
Barbara Sawyer
Reginald & Carrie Shaw
Travis Thompson
Arthur & Jane Wardwell
Richard & Jean White
Kenneth & Rachel Wood

In Memoriam
Gladys Hanson Ingalls ‘24  

12/10/00

Verna Dennison Young ‘25
10/9/00

Robert Dennison ‘26  11/9/00

Lulu Libby Marston ‘29 9/00

Mariner Dennison ‘29  12/23/00

Durwood E. Maker ‘30 12/31/00

Grace Hanson Davis ‘31 2/21/01

Albert E. Beam ‘33 11/13/00

In Memoriam

Phyllis Dennison ‘34 1/4/01

Edward Palmer ‘37 8/4/00

Leigh Burrall ‘38 1/01

Robert L. Green ‘38 10/16/00

Newton A. Ingalls ‘38  11/6/00

Thomas Holway ‘39
Harold Tuell ‘40 2/4/01

Paul Ellsmore ‘47 03/05/01

Sheila Look Griffin ‘65 12/00

                                                 



Student Achievements:
John Matthews ‘01, was selected to serve
in the Counselor Training Program of Dirigo
Boys State.  Matthews attended Boys State in
his junior year, and, as an alumnus of the
program, he will have an opportunity to
advance his leadership skills.  John will work
under the guidance of a seasoned educator
who will guide him through supervisory
training, public speaking, and management
skills.  Boys State is a program of the American

Legion in which selected students from Maine high schools gather
to learn about the importance of state and local government.  John
is the son of John and Vicki Matthews of East Machias.

Sarah Gamertsfelder ‘01, was honored by Headmaster Judson
McBrine with the Maine Principals Association’s Award for 2001.
The Honors Luncheon was held on April 7 in Bangor.  Recipients
include the outstanding seniors from each high school in Maine.
Sarah has been active in NHS, Student Council, World Affairs
Seminar at Whitewater, Academic Decathlon, Math Team, Chess
Team, Silver Quill and Select Chorus.  Sarah will deliver the
Valedictory Speech at graduation for the class of 2001.  She is the
daughter of Nicholas and Karla Gamertsfelder of Pembroke.  

Caleb Krantz ‘02, has been selected to
participate in a unique filming project by
Maine Public Broadcasting.  The project,
called "Road Diaries", will highlight many
regions of the state and the diversity of
residents in Maine.  Six people, including a
farm wife from Aroostook County, a retired
logger from Skowhegan, two new Maine
residents, a long-time mid-coast resident, and

a high school student, will travel throughout the state and keep
on-line journals of their experiences.  The show will air in four
one-hour segments in December.  Caleb, a junior at
the Academy, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Krantz of Jonesboro.

Andrea Brown ‘03, exemplifies the ability
of WA students to find new challenges.  As a
sophomore, Andrea decided to learn to
play the flute.  With no previous
musical experience, Andrea began
lessons, joined the WA band and
said, "I am having so much
fun, although I am nervous
and excited about learning
to play."  WA’s music
program prides itself in
not only advancing the
skills of the most capable
players but opening the world
of music to students like Andrea
who have no previous musical
experience.  Andrea is the
daughter of Vicki and William
Brown of Pembroke.

Faculty Achievements:
Mr. Donald Sprangers was recognized by the Washington
County Soil and Water Conservation District as the Outstanding
Conservation Teacher for the year 2000.  Some of Mr. Sprangers’
many accomplishments in the past year include water quality
monitoring in the East Machias River and Chase Mill Stream and
acting as moderator for WA’s Envirothon Teams.  He is also a
member of the Downeast Salmon Federation, the East Machias
Watershed Council and Boy Scouts of America.  During the past
year, Sprangers’ Envirothon Teams ranked 2nd and 3rd in the
State Competition. 

Student & Faculty
ACHIEVEMENTS
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Sports News:
After a few years of re-building, the Washington Academy

cheerleaders are back in the winning circle.  The team, under the
leadership of Laurie Moore Schoppee ‘92, placed first in the
Downeast Athletic Conference competition, first in Class C in
the Eastern Maine competition in Bangor, and fourth in the
State Finals at Augusta.  Congratulations and thanks for bringing
back the winning ways to WA!

The Boys Basketball Team, under the first-year leadership
of Chad Fitzsimmons ‘91, led his team to a 5th place finish in
the Heal Point Standings and a regular season record of 11-5.  In
the Eastern Maine Tournament, the team played in the quarter-
finals, and in an extremely close overtime match, lost to
Hodgdon 70 to 66.  Thanks to the team for an exciting season.

The Girls Basketball Team under the leadership of Tony
Maker ‘84 finished their winning season with a 11-7 record and
upset sixth ranked Hodgdon to advance to the quarter finals of
the Eastern Maine Tournament. This was the first appearance in
Bangor by a WA girls team since 1991.  In a hard-fought game
against 3rd ranked Mattanawcook, the girls lost 49-44. Great
season, Lady Raiders!

Upcoming events:
Baccalaureate:  Sunday, June 10
Graduation:  Monday, June 11

                  



Music
The history of music at Washington Academy is a long and colorful one. From glee clubs and choruses, to

marching bands and orchestras, the Academy has seen a great variety of groups throughout the years. These groups
were seen at proms, parades, basketball games, and summer concerts. 

Recollections from the 1940’s
In 1940, under the leadership of Mr. Hovey Wiswell, the Washington Academy Band of twenty-three members

was reorganized. Mr. Wiswell, also the director of the Machias Band, led the Academy’s band for the next three
years. During these years, a new bandstand went up in East Machias, the band received uniforms, summer concerts
were held at the new bandstand, and the band played at a variety of events, including alumni basketball games and
functions in Cutler and Machias for boys entering the army.

In 1944, Mr. Wiswell was unable to direct the Washington Academy Band, so Mr. Wallace Hall, a former member
of the Machias Band, came to the Academy as the new director. He was a self-taught musician, who, according to his
daughter-in-law, Pat Hall, “...would organize kids in the Whiting area and teach them to play various instruments.

Afterwards, everybody would march up through the roads playing. Oh, what a sight it was!”
Alvin Hall ’47, one of Mr. Hall’s sons, was attending Washington Academy during the

mid-40’s and was one of the top-notch musicians of his day at the Academy. He played
the trumpet but then switched to tenor saxophone when the dance band needed one. He
was also part of a successful and popular family band that played at dances, churches,

charities, and the Blueberry Festival. 
The Washington Academy Band was very popular during these years. They

were hired to play in parades in East Machias and several other towns. Once, the
whole band piled into the back of a truck with their instruments, uniforms of caps
and capes, and drove all the way to Dennysville to play!

During these years it was extremely rare for a high school to have its own
band, therefore, wherever they went, the band was a hit. It is even said that
Principal Gardner Pope would go down and play his alto saxophone with them. 

Since then, Washington Academy has had many wonderful music teachers and
programs. Today, Ms. Alice Snow is WA’s music director. She directs the band, jazz
band, chorus, and select chorus. Since she has been here, Washington Academy has
participated in the Grammy in the Schools program in Boston, the Great East Festival
in New Hampshire, the National Music Conference, Tri-M, and WA has also hosted a
variety of programs, including 50 Years of Jazz, where alumni came and jammed with
the jazz band. 

What’s the secret to Washington Academy’s long and prominent music history?
It would have to be that, as Ms. Snow said, “We try to offer a class for everyone.
Whether students are advanced musicians, who have been playing for many years, or just
beginners who have no previous knowledge of music, everybody can find a place in the
music department at Washington Academy.” 

Front row (L to R):  Beatrice
Holmes Ettle, Gwendolyn Small

Tupper, Hovey Hall, Patricia
Roberts Wright, Elvin Dinsmore,

Alvin Hall, Darrell Clark, Mary
Ashley Mattatal, Nellie Dennison,

Priscilla Welch Maggiore, Ruth
Young Dill, Dale Renshaw.

Back row (L to R):  Cecil Dowling,
Ethelyn Kennedy White, Ruth
Gatcomb St. Aubin, Howard
Dwelley, Wenona Hall Small,

Nancy Small, Allan Clark,
Director Wallace Hall, Sheila
Dempsey, Mabel Scott Ackley,

Barbara Ackley Bishop, Marie
Crane Harrington, 

Betty Small Cunningham.

Past & Present
Performing Arts

by Sarah Gamertsfelder 
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Hovey Hall ‘50 (left) and
Alvin Hall ‘47 (right) joined
WA musicians at Jazz Night.

           



Drama
Lights. Camera. Action!
Drama has played an important role at Washington Academy for several decades. Whether one, two, and three act
plays, or musicals, the Academy has had a long and successful history, particularly when it comes to one-act play
competitions. In 1940, Washington Academy won the Washington County One-Act Play Competition, while being
coached by Miss McKenney. In recent years, the WA Players have won the One-Acts six times, including this year’s
She Stoops to Conquer, while under the direction of Mrs. Cathy Johnson.  

Mrs. Barbara Beatty
In the fall of 1963, Mrs. Barbara Beatty came to Washington Academy. She taught Social Studies, U.S.

History, English, Psychology, and Economics. In 1964, along with Mr. Vasquez, Mrs. Beatty led the drama
group of about fifty students, and continued to do so for the next twenty years. During those years, Mrs.
Beatty touched countless lives and was a strong leader in the classroom, choir, and drama department. In
1965 the “WA Players” were formed and in 1970 she was the driving force behind the rebuilding and
remodeling of the Albee- Richardson building. Mrs. Beatty’s daughter, Suzanne West, described
her mother as ...“quite inspiring. She was an absolutely wonderful teacher. You know, one
of those teachers who truly loves their job and can impact hundreds of kids.”

Mrs. Beatty went above and beyond her duty as a teacher. “She was always
there, encouraging, pushing, and cajoling,” said Washington Academy graduate
Michael O’Brien ’70, who, today, is a professional actor. “She was definitely the
one who lit the acting spark in me, and I know I wouldn’t be acting today, if she
hadn’t encouraged me.”

Anybody who attended the Academy while Mrs. Beatty was teaching could
tell you what a wonderful lady she truly was. She has been described as a mentor,
an eternal optimist, and a fun, caring, and dedicated teacher. Mrs. Beatty always
desired to help her students as much as possible, to give them that push of
encouragement. She truly touched many lives, and everybody has a cherished
memory or two of her. West fondly recalled her mother’s trademark moves.
“She would sit on her desk while she taught, and would either twirl her
shoes or play with the bracelets she always wore.”  

Washington Academy was incredibly blessed to have such an
extraordinary teacher as Mrs. Barbara Beatty. She went the extra mile
to insure that her students would have a chance in the real world.

West sums up her mother’s career at the Academy
simply by saying that, “She

was a champion for the
students.”

Today the “WA
Players” are under the
direction of Mrs.
Cathy Johnson. She
describes teaching
drama as “...one of the
most rewarding
experiences a teacher can

have. Through drama and
acting, I get closer to the

students than if they were in a
regular class of mine. Together,

we take a script, an author’s
blueprint of ideas, and interpret it,
trying to figure out what emotions
are behind it.” Like music, the key
to WA’s success in drama is that

“We try and offer a large variety of
styles. Everybody can find a play that

they enjoy.” n

Sarah Gamertsfelder ‘01 was selected
by the National Association of
Teachers of English as one of the
National High School Achievement
Winners in Writing for 2000.
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WA Players Win One-Act 
Play Competition

The Washington Academy Players production of
Oliver Goldsmith’s comedy of manners, "She Stoops
to Conquer," directed by Cathy Johnson, was selected
as the Division I finalist at the Eastern Maine
Regional One-Act Play Festival held at the University
of Maine at Machias.

The WA students also received awards for set
design, ensemble, scenic design, dramaturgy and
costuming.  Steven Lynch and Brice Bowman-
Laberge were recognized for choreography.  Academy
students selected for the All-Festival Cast were Amy
Dowley, Brice Bowman-Laberge and Morgan Pottle. 
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‘29Our apologies to Helen Bulson
Lee of Concord, NH. We erred

in listing her as deceased in our last issue.
She is 88 years old-alive and well!

‘30Ruth Small recently moved to
an Assisted Living Apartment

in Weston, MA. and wrote to say how
much she enjoys the Alumni Newsletter.

‘33Muriel Moan White of Avon,
CT, visited Niagara Falls, Toron-

to, and Ottawa on her 24th Tauck Tour.
She recently visited Copper Canyon, Mexico.

‘78Larry McLaughlin served 16
years in the US Navy. He

moved back home and then met his
fiancee, Donna. They have purchased a
house and live in Lebanon, IN. Ken
Stanhope has been living in Wasilla,
Arkansas, since 1991. He has been a
support manager and a department
manager for Wal-Mart. Michael Mason
lives in Brunswick, ME. with his wife,
Marsha, and their two children. In 1996
he graduated from New Hampshire
College with an MBA. Michael works as a
project Manager for BAE Systems. He
was the first alumni to try WA’s on-line
alumni registration form.

‘79Patty Spencer Holadia emailed
to report that she is living in

Raleigh, NC, with her husband of 15
years. Patty served in the army for 3 years
and spent one year of that time in
Germany. She and her husband spent
three more years in Germany after their
marriage. Patty loves living in NC. She
worked at The News & Observer for 6
years and now works as an administrative
assistant in the Transportation Department.
Patty would like to hear from anyone
from the class of 1979. Janice Rice Ham
was named to the 2001 Maine All-State
Academic Team. Ham was recognized for
academic achievement, leadership, and
service at WCTC in Calais. She is a Dean’s
List student with a 3.88 GPA.

‘80Stephanie Look Wilkins is a
kitchen and bath designer and

works for Hancock Lumber in Sanford,
ME. She would love to hear from fellow
classmates. Her address is 31 Sherburne
St., Sanford, ME 04073.

‘85Rob and Colleen  Wood live in
East Machias with their two

children, Kristina, 4 and Sean, 2. Rob has
worked for Machias Savings Bank since
1986 and was recently promoted to
Assistant Vice President of Information
Systems. Tina Todd lives in Winston-
Salem, NC, with her husband Tom. Tina
works as a Product Structure Analyst for
Amarr Garage Doors. She has traveled all
over the world and is active as a breeder of
American Bulldogs.

‘62Harry Dowling works for
Hitchiner Manufacturing as an

Engineering Technician. He and his wife,
Peg, live in Milford, NH. They have two
children and two grandsons and are looking
forward to their retirement at Cathance Lake.

‘67Kathryn Vose Anderson and
her spouse, Billy, live in Brooks,

ME. They have two children, Tonya, 25,
and Kevin, 22.

‘74Jeff Cox and Nancy Cox ‘75
have been married for 26 years.

He works for Blue Bird Ranch Trucking
and Nancy works for Blue Bird Ranch
Restuarant. They have two daughters and 3
grandchildren and they live in Jonesboro.

‘77Tim Durling graduated from
Husson College with a BS

degree in Business Administration. He
worked for Dead River Company for 10
years, and is now the Manager of Inform-
ation Systems for Irving Oil Corporation.
He lives in Glenburn and has two
daughters, Erica and Elisa. Tony Look
works for Adelphi Cable TV as the Chief
Corporate Technical Trainer in New
England. He lives in Chelsea, ME, with
his wife, Katherine, and their two
daughters, Brittany, 17 and Tiffany, 14.
Tony graduated from UMO.
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Theone Look and John Bagley

Ruth Foss ‘37

‘37Ruth Bagley Foss was honored
at the Augusta Civic Center

when she received the Maine Retired
Teachers Association’s Volunteer/ Leader-
ship Award for 2000. She received the
award for keeping the Retired Teachers
Association alive and viable. Foss is
president of the organization. Ruth has
been busy with volunteer work at WA and
has served as tax assessor and chairperson
of the assessing board of East Machias as
well as work with the local historical society.

‘43John Bagley married Theone
Look of Jonesboro on 8/12/00.

John served as treasurer of the Alumni Asso-
ciation from 1960-86 and was instrumental
in helping the association raise funds for the
construction of the Alumni Building that
was completed in the fall of 1960. Theone
is the parent of one WA alumni and two of
her grandsons presently attend the Academy.

‘59Sandra Look Ackley married
Donald Beal on 5/27/00 in

Cutler. Her son, Reverend Ralph Ackley
Jr. ‘81 performed the ceremony. The
couple reside in Franklin.
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‘86Lisa Tyson Hamm received an
accounting degree from Thomas

College after graduation from WA. She has
two sons, Kyle and Kurt. Lisa lives in Scar-
borough and recently returned to school
at USM majoring in Trauma Medicine.
Chuck Vose graduated from the electri-
cian’s program at WCTC in 5/2000. He is
currently employed by Quimby Electric in
East Machias. Spouse Heather ‘89 works
for Machias Savings Bank as an Assistant
Vice President of Commercial Lending.
They have a son, Joshua, born 1/20/00.

‘87Kevin Alley works as an assist-
ant staff accountant for St.

Andrew’s Hospital in Boothbay Harbor.
He and his spouse have a son, Kyle, born
12/30/99. Tim Armstrong is a 4 year
US Navy Veteran. He has a BS degree in
Business Management from the University
of Phoenix. He married Kelly Bolier 6/99
and they have a 20 month old daughter,
Regan. Tim is currently a facility manager
for CHEP Equipment Pooling Systems in
Dallas, TX. Tena Huntley married Noorula
Qureshi on 11/21/99. They live in Alex-
andria, VA. Daniel Knox married Alyson
McLaughlin on 8/26/00. Daniel graduated
from Carnegie Mellon University and is
employed by Southern Maine Agency on
Aging. The couple live in Portland, ME.

‘88Steven Padilla lives in East
Machias and works for Schwanns

as a route manager in eastern Washington
County. He is the father of two girls,
Katelyn 6, and Prairie, 3.

‘89Michael Curtis and Rebecca ‘92
live in Pembroke. They have two

children, Jacob and Isaac. Michael owns

in English/Education and she is a teacher
at Trinity Christian School. They live in
Greenville, NC.

‘95Sam Bradshaw completed his
Master’s Degree in Electrical Eng-

ineering at Worcester Polytechnic Institute.
He has accepted a job with Transmeta
Corporation of Santa Clara, CA, working in
their Acton, MA, office as a systems
software engineer. Ryan Richardson
married Mandy Lynn Ramsdell on
9/11/99. They live in East Machias.

his own auto and heavy equipment repair
business. Bob MacAllister married his
spouse, Jill on 7/1/00. Trent Reynolds
works for Gatcomb Plumbing and Heating
as a Master Plumber. He is married to
Kari Dennison ‘92 who works at Machias
Savings Bank.

‘91Louis Dinsmore works in Ver-
mont as a shift supervisor at a

research and development power plant
project that makes natural gas from wood
chips. He lives in Burlington, Vt.

‘93Lisa Lyons Truman and
Thomas are the parents of their

first child, Braydon Mark born 3/01/01.
Lisa is a registered nurse and Tom is a law
enforcement officer. They live in Canaan,
NH. Barbara Sprague Ward married
Clifford Ward and they are the new
parents of Katelyn, born 11/04/00. Sam
Furth and Rachel Bell ‘96 are the
parents of a son, Finn, born 10/30/00.
Rachel works for Peaceful Choices as a
domestic violence awareness trainer. They
live in Edmunds.

‘94Sara Brigham Banks lives in
Seattle, WA, with her husband,

Robert, and two children Troy, 6, and
Danae, 5. She is employed at Staubach
Global Services as an Office Admin-
istrator. Jeremy Mason married Maggie
Dumond ‘95 in 1997. He works at
Downeast Correctional Facility and they
have a son, age 3. Stacy Lyford married
Geoffrey Hester. She graduated from
Liberty University in 1998 with a degree
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Chuck, Joshua and Heather Vose

Rebecca, Michael, Isaac and Jacob Curtis

Matt Longfellow

‘97Matt Longfellow is a producer
of News Center for WLBZ-TV

in Bangor. He is also a student at UMO.
Wesner Reing attends Northeastern Univ-
ersity. He recently returned from a 9
month study of computer science in
Sweden. He is in the 4th year of a five-
year computer science program. Nellie
Moody is a senior at Tulane University in
New Orleans with a double major of
finance and accounting. After graduation
in May, she will work for Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers in New York City. Amy
Goodrich graduated from the New
Brunswick Bible Institute in May, 2000,
with a diploma in Biblical and
Theological Studies. She spent last
summer in Papua, New Guinea, learning
about mission work among tribal people.
Sara Bradshaw graduated in May from
Wheaton College with a BA degree in
sociology. She was a Dean’s List student
and plans to travel, then work in NYC. 

‘99Leia Pinnick is a Dean’s List
student at UMO. 
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Editor’s Note
We invite WA alumni to submit their memories of teachers
that have influenced their lives.  Please send your one page
copy to the Development Office, PO Box 190, East Machias,
ME 04630.  

In Memory of

Mr. David Robinson taught at Washington Academy from
1976-1980.  He contributed immeasurably to the
academic achievements of the students.  His good humor

and exceptional teaching abilities were only two of his many fine
characteristics.  Not only was he an outstanding teacher, he was
considered a friend by the students.  Mr. Robinson taught
French I, II, III, IV, Civics and World History.  He was no
longer able to teach following an accident and debilitating
injuries.  The 1980 edition of the Washington Record is
dedicated to Mr. Robinson.

I remember asking him what the “C” in his middle name
stood for.  He told me, proudly, that it was for “Crabtree”,
which was his mother’s unmarried name.  We chatted often
during lunch hour as he chose to eat his lunch at his desk in the
home room, as I did.  It was through one of those conversations
that I learned of his unusual name.

He was Mr. Robinson.  He was unique and uncommon,
original and wonderful.  I admired him and appreciated his
interest in me as a student.  I remember his comments on a few
matters...one was that when I was older, I would prefer to be
known as “Kimberly” or “Kim” and no longer “Kimmie”.  He
said, “Can you imagine yourself at 60 years old and still being
called ‘Kimmie’”?  He encouraged me to think of the future,
what I would do and what I wanted to do.  He was a good role
model.  I would challenge him with the words from the Reader’s
Digest “It Pays to Enrich Your Word Power.”  He would seldom
miss one word!

He taught me to value diversity, even before I knew what
that term meant.  On occasion, he would break out into an
operatic aria, which I thought was unusual, but I enjoyed
“unusual” people.

I learned of Mr. Robinson’s death the hard way, by reading
it in a newspaper clipping.  It hit me like the proverbial “ton of
bricks”.  Who would have known that such information would
send me into tears for someone that I had known for such a
relatively short time...perhaps four years at most?  Maybe it was
the accident that left him unable to walk, and maybe it was that
he was a wonderful person, teacher and friend.  Maybe it was
that there are some people that after meeting them, one’s life is
changed, one’s views are broadened and one’s opinions are
solidified...maybe it was simply because he was just a nice guy.

He once told me that he worked in a residential school for
boys, and when they would want something from him, they
would address him as “Kind Sir, Good Sir, Sweet Sir”.  He was
aptly labeled.  That is how I shall remember Mr. David C.
Robinson and I will miss him always. n

Mr. David C. Robinson
by Kim Small McClure ‘78

       



Leaving a Legacy through
PLANNED GIVING
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Alta Kilton McDonald is investing in the lives of students.
The Alta F. and Laurie A. McDonald Scholarship,
established by Alta earlier this year, will help pave the way

for a deserving Washington Academy graduate to attend the
University of Maine.

Alta Kilton McDonald graduated from Washington
Academy in the class of 1952.  She went on to UMO where she
majored in sociology.  She graduated from there in 1956 magna
cum laude and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and All Maine
Women, a service honorary society.  Ms. McDonald received a
master’s degree in social work in 1959 from the University of
Denver.  She has spend her adult life in the Boston area where
she has worked primarily in health care, mental health, and
higher education.  She retired from Curry College in 1994 after
fourteen years as an associate professor of sociology.  Currently,
along with some social work colleagues, she provides services for
elder life planning to seniors and their families.  She also enjoys
travel, the arts, and genealogy.

As Alta approaches her forty-fifth reunion from UMO and
her 50th reunion year at Washington Academy she reflects, “I am
grateful for the foundation that Washington Academy provided
under the encouragement of Gardner Pope, Warren Horton,
Mollie Beam and Tommy Higgins.  When I arrived at Orono
from such a small school I felt very intimidated.  Within the first
semester, I found that I could draw on my many rich high school
experiences and, could, in fact, excel in English, French and
history.  It is time now to give back.  My daughter, Laurie (UMO
‘81) and I have created this scholarship jointly with the University
to encourage and support a graduate of WA in an educational
experience which has served me well through the years.” n

We make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we give.”
Winston Churchill

Alta Kilton McDonald
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Please Send Us

YOUR NEWS 
Remember, the newsletter is for you; we would like your input. Send information to:
Washington Academy, Alumni/Development Office, PO Box 190, East Machias, ME 04630.

E-mail to:  info.dev@wa.pvt.k12.me.us   Or FAX at: (207) 255-8303

Name: 
Maiden Name: Class: 
Address: Zip:
Telephone:                                                                         e-mail:
Spouse’s Name:
Children’s Names and Ages:

News/Comments:

Parents: Help us keep track of alumni; notify us of address 
changes.  If you know of alumni who are not 
receiving mailings, send us their addresses.

College Students: Send school addresses. We lose many of you in the 
years following graduation, so keep us current.

Retired Alumni: Be sure to send both winter and summer addresses.
All Alumni: If you have news or photos, we’d love to pass them 

along (photos will be returned if requested).

Check out WA’s exciting web site at www.washingtonacademy.org
Please send us your e-mail address and any  911 address changes so you will continue to receive mailings.

If your children have moved, please send us their new address. Did you graduate from college recently?  Tell
us about your new life and send your current address.

Alumni/Development Office
PO Box 190

East Machias, ME 04630

Change Service Requested

              




